
Town of New Glarus

Joint Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, August 19, 2010
7:30 P.M.
Attendance:  Town Parks Commission members: Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson, Ellen Caskey, Pete Raskovic, and John Wright, Town Deputy Clerk.  Village Parks and Recreation Committee members present: Henry Janisch, Greg Thoemke, Darrel Weber, and Village of New Glarus Administrator Nic Owen
Meeting called to order by H. Janisch at 7:42 PM with a quorum of Town and Village committee members present.
Chair Janisch requested that all cell phones be set to silent operation
1. Proof of proper posting was duly noted by Chair Janisch and Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. Motion to approve the agenda made by G. Thoemke; 2nd by D. Weber.  Motion carried.

3. D. Weber moved to accept the minutes of 100217 as presented; 2nd G. Thoemke.  Motion carried.
4. Discussion of Joint Town Village Cooperative Ventures: Existing and Possible.  R. Whitacre enumerated cooperative ventures including members of the Town Parks Commission who volunteer for the Village sponsored Alphornman Triathlon and the Annual Arbor Day tree planting.  E. Caskey stated that the Town does a spring clean-up of roadsides to celebrate Earth Day; at this point in time the Town does this independently, but conceivably could be tied to a community-wide event.  R. Whitacre stated that the Town is looking to participate in additional activities with the Village.  
Village Administrator N. Owen suggested joint participation in the proposed ice rink at Glarner Park.  The proposed rink would be located on the baseball field to take advantage of the central location, lighting, and ease of removal at the end of the skating season.  Several options were considered by the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.  Henry Janisch stated that the Village Parks Committee will most likely recommend the most economical method of laying a 60’ x 80’ liner on the existing infield of the baseball diamond, surrounded by a sand perimeter.  The New Glarus Fire Department would cover the liner with water and the Village would assume the liability for skaters.  The approximate cost of materials would be $384.  It was noted that New Glarus Vision Youth Committee would be willing to make a contribution towards the materials when the rink is approved by the Village Board.  E. Caskey asked if a new liner will be required each year; Chair Janisch thought if stored properly it could be reused.

Chair Janisch noted another Village Parks and Recreation Committee project will be the installation of a memorial at Veteran’s Park.  When asked about Hoesly Pond, Janisch replied that the restoration project will be handled by the FFA alumnae.  The FFA alumnae will dredge the sediment to an approximate depth of 14-15’, rip rap the banks, reseed or re-sod the property, and use the resource as a fish hatchery.  The group then discussed how the Town and Village might work cooperatively to provide evening activities for local youth.  E. Caskey noted that Kent Anderson had organized a group of young adults and identified a location for a skate park near the Whistle Stop that ultimately did not materialize.  G. Thoemke noted that location is crucial as skate parks can be noisy.  
P. Raskovic shared information about a cooperative venture between the Township of Palmer and the Township of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.   The Charles Chrin Community Center provides activities for youth in the area and was built and is regulated jointly.  There was brief discussion regarding repurposing the Village Hall if the New Glarus Public Library builds a facility in a new location.  C. Narveson noted that having a plan in place can attract those who are willing to subsidize worthwhile projects.  P. Raskovic relayed a personal experience story to illustrate Narveson’s point.  
Raskovic stated that he would like to build an apprenticeship program somewhere in Green County.  Diane Hendricks of American Builders and Contractors Supply has given a commitment to build such a program in Beloit as a charter school.  Raskovic stated that he favors the German model of master teachers for trades with years of experience over the American system whereby those who have taken a few courses can in turn teach.  Raskovic reported that he has also approached the New Glarus School District Superintendent Dr. Conzemius with some suggestions for apprenticeship programs to benefit local youth.  Raskovic stated that many innovative projects can be achieved with a minimal impact on the taxpayers.
5. Discussion of Backtown Development.  Chair Janisch reported that the Village sent invitations to developers some of which attended a meeting to present their propositions for development.  When asked how imminent plans by Francois Oil to develop their property are, Nic Owen stated that they are currently pursuing other projects.  When asked about the nature of development in this area, H. Janisch stated that Backtown is conceived as a commercial project.  It was noted that the stockyard was purchased by Francois Oil as well.  
6. Discussion of Riverwalk and Trails.  G. Thoemke thought something that can complement downtown without competing with it is possible; however, Backtown needs an anchor to succeed, in his opinion.  There was brief discussion of the location and the types of trails allowed by natural waterways.
7. Discussion of Town Parks Plan and Village Comprehensive Parks Plan.  N. Owen explained that the Village Comprehensive Plan has been updated and resubmitted to the State for approval in order to receive a Letter of Eligibility in return.  Currently there is no reference to resources in the Town or possible joint goals shared by the two communities.  Town of New Glarus Deputy Clerk Wright noted that the criteria used to award grants utilize a grading system and that reference to other documents adopted by Resolution or Ordinance by a municipality should be referenced if they are relevant; the redundancy shows the consistency of the mission of the community.  Likewise, Wright continued, a reference to each other’s Parks Plan containing common or possibly joint goals will increase the score on grant applications for both communities.
8. Update on Town’s Application for Land Purchase along the Little Sugar River.  R. Whitacre gave a brief history regarding the sale of the property and the desire for the Commission to secure an easement from the current landowner.
9. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.
10. The next meeting was scheduled for 7:00 PM on Thursday, November 4, 2010 at the Town of New Glarus Office.  Agenda items will include: Discuss Concept of Community Center; Update on Ice Skating Rink at Glarner Park; Review Skate Park Plan with Its Author Kent Anderson.
11. Motion to adjourn: E. Caskey made a motion to adjourn; 2nd R. Whitacre at 8:55 PM.  Motion carried.








Revised 101014

