

Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, March 11, 2010
6:30 P.M.
Attendance: Chuck Sasso, Pete Shaffer, Ellen Caskey (6:37), Russ Whitacre, Pete Raskovic, and John Wright
Not in Attendance: Chris Narveson

C. Sasso called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk
2. R. Whitacre moved to accept the minutes of 100217 as presented; 2nd P. Shaffer.  Minutes of 100217 approved unanimously as presented; motion carried.

3. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.
4. Chair Sasso asked for Deputy Clerk Wright to explain the process for creating the 2011 Parks Plan.  He referred the members to the survey sent in 2005 that was the basis of the 2006 Parks Plan; the current Plan will need to be updated and approved by resolution by the Town Board by April 2011.  Chair Sasso stated that he reviewed the existing document with his wife Vicki and presented proposed changes to Deputy Clerk Wright marked in red.  Those changes included amending the dates, the regular meeting schedule, updating membership, and contact person.  After brief discussion it was decided without objection to add membership on Parks Commission as one of the survey questions.  C. Sasso asked if the question regarding a dog park was still relevant; E. Caskey replied that it was as there are groups in the community wanting that resource.  
Wright explained that a survey is typically used to poll the opinions of residents regarding their interest in various possible goals for the Parks Commission.  Other mechanisms for finding out resident opinions include holding special meeting, adding public input time to a regular meeting agenda, and/or adding the topic to the Annual Meeting agenda.  The nice thing with a survey, Wright pointed out, is that the results can be quantified and any written notes become part of the completed plan.  Wright noted that the expense of mailing the survey could be taken out of another budget line with the approval from the Town Board; a review of the Year-to-Date Budget-to-Actual will take place later in the meeting.  R. Whitacre recommended an online survey option.  Those members in attendance agreed that whatever for the survey takes there should be a website tie in.  Wright proposed including information on the back of the survey about the Commission and its accomplishments since its inception.  R. Whitacre recommended posting 2009 Accomplishments to the Parks website; without objection.  Wright noted that there are 122 stamps left from previous workshops which would require the purchase of an additional 378 stamps.  It was agreed, without objection, that the surveys should be mailed by March 26, 2010 with a suggested return date of April 30, 2010.
Wright reported that the Annual Town meeting is April 13, 2010.  This meeting invites the public to participate in the discussion of a variety of topics and gives them a vote in certain decisions.  One topic on the agenda is possible uses for the Old Town Hall and whether the Town should exercise its Right of First Refusal to purchase the property back from the Old Town Hall Preservation Society.  The group briefly discussed the location of the Old Town Hall and possible uses. Wright thought that the topic of the Parks Plan might be a good addition to the Annual Town meeting agenda and one more opportunity to advertise the survey as the agenda will run in the Post Messenger Recorder.  Wright agreed to reformat the Welcome Statement created for the website for use on the backside of the survey.  E. Caskey moved to empower John and Chuck to create the final survey as discussed; 2nd R. Whitacre.  Motion carried.  Once the survey has been printed Wright will contact the members to schedule a time to stuff envelopes and apply labels and postage.
5. Chair Sasso introduced the Spring Clean-up discussion items.

a. Sasso noted that there are many projects to be completed within the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.  P. Raskovic recommended contacting the 4-H for their possible participation as a service project.  E. Caskey had sent information to Jeff Eichelkraut at the High School to recommend as a service project, but has received no reply to date.  Wright agreed to send Sasso last year’s Spring Clean-Up Press Release so Sasso can modify it.  There was brief discussion of requesting residents submit photos and stories of their independent efforts to be possibly included on the Parks website.  There was a proposal to have the clean-up efforts scheduled prior to bulk pick up: April 19, 2010 for residents in the Gold section and April 26, 2010 for residents in the Green section.  
Sasso suggested the Parks Commission submit a Press Release encouraging Town residents to adopt a road to clean during one week this spring.  Participants would be encouraged to report how much garbage and recycling they were able to collect, which will then be reported at the next Parks meeting; without objection.   
b. Chair Sasso advocated using volunteer help and help from Parks membership to clear the Conservancy of trash and brush.  After brief discussion it was decided that the effort would take place around 10:30 or 11:00 AM April 11, 2010 with April 18, 2010 as a rain date; without objection.  There was brief discussion regarding what age is appropriate for participation if family members or neighborhood residents volunteered. Chair Sasso asked members to dress appropriately and bring wheelbarrows and chainsaws.  P. Raskovic volunteered the use of his pickup truck to haul the metallic scrap to the Town Garage the day of the event.  Deputy Clerk Wright agreed to contact the Town’s Patrolman regarding this request to accept the scrap metal.
c. The members present briefly discussed ideal dates for conducting a controlled burn of the Conservancy.  R. Whitacre reported that when he contact Dennis Hoesly last year Hoesly thought the Fire Department would supervise the controlled burn free of charge.  Whitacre noted that when he contacted Hoesly recently, Hoesly stated that he will need to check with the Fire Department Board.  The members present discussed possible dates for reseeding and planting at the Conservancy with a preference at the end of April.  Whitacre reported that Hoesly asked the members to mark the perimeter of the controlled burn and to mow a fire break.  It was noted that Richard Irland had volunteered to help with the burn at the January 14, 2010 meeting.
d. The members present discussed broadcast seeds on the first of second weekend of May.  Sasso recommended mixing seed with vermiculite so that the areas covered are more visible.  Sasso recommended rolling the soil after seeding.  
6. C. Sasso referred members to the two sign designs from the members’ packet from the February meeting.  R. Whitacre brought a photo of the existing sign and wondered if an additional sign surrounded by mulch made as much sense as to tying a sign to the existing one, beside it, or perpendicular to it.  P. Shaffer suggested for the sign to be visible from both directions of traffic on Highway 69.  Stylistically the proposed signs are similar to the existing signs at Windmill Ridge Road and Sandrock Road.  C. Sasso reported that he had not yet met with members of the Windmill Ridge Architectural Review Committee (ARC).  Sasso noted that the Restrictive Covenants require at least two of three signatures of ARC.  The members suggested incorporating a logo design that will be used on future documents.  C. Sasso asked the members present if they had any comments about the three designs proposed by Nikki Raskovic.  P. Shaffer responded best to Concept #3 as it represented different aspects of the community with woods, hills, stream/trail/rivers, and Swiss Heritage.  It was suggested that the images could be attached as surface embellishments to the sign.  It was agreed to discuss the possibility with Richard Irland.  P. Raskovic suggested a possible tie-in with local racing possibly recommending a donation to the Parks Commission at one of the race dates.  Members appreciated the thought but were uncertain of its implementation.
7. Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop.

a. C. Sasso reported that an estimated sixty people attended the event.  Sasso noted that Dr. Hall sold $134 worth of materials for Bluebird houses which will be added to the $100 donated by the Commission for the benefit of BRAW.
b. Sasso noted that of the 60 attendees, 36 returned the survey.  Sasso recommended for those members who are interested in reviewing the surveys are welcome to stay after the meeting.  Sasso would like to retain them for more time before turning them over to Deputy Clerk Wright.
c. Sasso will give the surveys to Deputy Clerk Wright to create an email contact list for each project and volunteer database; without objection.  

d. Sasso reported that the workshop was videotaped by Tom O’Brien the Technology Coordinator for the New Glarus High School; Sasso would like to donate a copy to Dr. Hall for the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin archives.  E. Caskey agreed to burn additional copies of the video for Hall, members of the Commission, and for the Town’s records.
8. New Glarus Schools Technology Coordinator Tom O’Brien was not present to propose an option for hosting the videotape of Dr. Hall’s presentation.  According to Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia when asked by Deputy Clerk Wright the Town Parks website does not have video streaming capabilities.  O’Brien had proposed adding a link on the Parks website to the Village of New Glarus website which has streaming capabilities to Wright the day after the workshop.  Wright reported that he sent a copy of this evening’s agenda to O’Brien but had not heard from O’Brien regarding attendance.  There was brief discussion regarding whether it was in the best interest of the Parks Commission to pay to host the video.  Wright agreed to check with the Department of Administration whether they can host streaming video on the Town’s website.
9. The group discussed the joint meeting with Roger Truttmann, Chair of the Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee.  Chair Sasso stated that the two have yet to schedule their meeting independent of their committees.  The members present expressed hope that the other two members of the Village Parks and Recreation committee will attend the August meeting. 
10. Updates

a. Wright pointed out the completed projects on the 2010 Programming handout which are color-coded.  Wright noted the revision suggested at the February meeting to hold the Native Wildlife workshop in October/November 2010.  Similarly, Wright moved the History of New Glarus workshop to the Spring of 2011, as suggested at the same meeting.  P. Shaffer reported that he had spoken to Connie Schaumburg of the Swiss Center of North America about cooperative programming and she agreed to speak with Beth Zurbuchen.  Shaffer thought Duane Freitag might be a valuable resource to consult.  P. Shaffer reported that he has yet to contact two representatives from New Glarus State Woods Park.  Shaffer reported on information regarding attracting/repelling wildlife listed on the Friends of the New Glarus Woods website.  There was brief discussion as to whether there is a preference at the workshop for a broad discussion about wildlife or something more specific like raptors.  E. Caskey noted that Bluebirds were singled out among all varieties of birds and noted the approach worked well. It was noted that Patrick Ready of the Madison chapter of the Audubon Society is an expert in Ospreys.  
b. R. Whitacre gave a report on updates for the River Protection Grant application.  Whitacre noted that although the River Protection Grant can be used to offset 75% of a land purchase, there is only $200,000 total in that program.  Therefore, Whitacre and Wright will work to complete a Stewardship Grant as well which can offset 50% of a land purchase; that fund has $2.3 million available.  R. Whitacre reported that Adam Ingwell is now with NES Ecological Services based in Green Bay, WI.  Whitacre stated that Ingwell has volunteered to evaluate the property.  Deputy Clerk Wright reported that he contacted local appraiser Chuck Phillipson to get an estimate to perform and appraisal on the property.  Phillipson stated for bare property (land with no improvements) that he charges $125.00; however, if the State requires the use of their forms Phillipson might charge as much as $175.00.  Wright reported that he received a 15 page guidelines document this afternoon from Eileen Trainor of the DNR for real estate appraisals.  P. Raskovic feels that the property is affordable and believes that preserving open space is something that needs to be done sooner rather than later.  E. Caskey moved that Chuck Phillipson perform an appraisal not to exceed $250; 2nd P. Shaffer.  There was brief discussion before the motion carried.
c. Deputy Clerk Wright reported that he converted all the available PowerPoint Presentations™ from past workshops into Adobe Portable Document Files™ and submitted those to Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia to post on the website.  Currently about a third of the files have been added to the site.  C. Sasso agreed to request the slideshow file from Dr. Hall and Wright agreed to request the slideshow from Mark O’Leary.  Wright agreed to ask Eileen Horn if a survey can be added to the Parks website; without objection.
11. C. Sasso did not contact resident Bob Nelson yet and agreed to contact him in addition to Dave and Debi Pesch.  Sasso noted that the Pesch couple had both responded on their surveys at the Bluebirding in Wisconsin workshop an interest in serving on the Commission.
12. The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include the following: Signage for Bluebird Ridge Conservancy; Updates; Report on River Protection Grant and Stewardship Grant; Controlled Burn; 2011 Parks Plan Survey; Arbor Day Participation; Spring Clean-up; and Membership.  C. Sasso moved to adjourn; 2nd by R. Whitacre.  Meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM.
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