

Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, February 17, 2010
6:30 P.M.
Attendance: Chuck Sasso, Pete Shaffer, Ellen Caskey (departed 7:15 PM), Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson, Pete Raskovic (6:45 PM), and John Wright
C. Sasso called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk
2. C. Narveson moved to accept the minutes of 100114 as presented; 2nd C. Sasso.  Minutes of 100114 approved unanimously as presented; motion carried.

3. Public Comments.
4. R. Whitacre presented his summary of 2009 Parks Commission accomplishments including receipt of the WEEB Grant, launch of the website, and the Conservation Planning Workshop (see attached).

5. R. Whitacre reported that he and Deputy Clerk Wright met to review and compile information for a Wisconsin DNR Grant.  Originally the two had been seeking funding for trails, but discovered that the River Protection Grant was a better fit and could cover up to 75% of property acquisition.  The information was submitted to Eileen Trainor our South Central Representative and Environmental Grant Specialist.  She forwarded the information she received to Mary Rothenmaier, the Stewardship Grant Manager, Bob Hansis, the Basin Leader (he scores the grant applications), and Jim Amrhein, the Water Resources Management Specialist.  Wright reported that Ms. Trainor informed him that she will be leaving her position in this area to focus on her other position with the DNR; however, she will pass along all the information to whoever is hired to replace her.

According to Wright, Ms. Trainor will issue a new Letter of Retroactivity for this proposed project as each letter is unique from department to department.  She also mailed 2009 Grant Application Publications to the Town Office and agreed to check with Ms. Rothenmaier at the beginning of March to see if the 2010 Stewardship application is available.  Trainor informed Wright that an appraisal will likely need to be conducted for the property.  Wright reported that he checked with Lorri Stueber the realtor who represents the property and she did not believe an appraisal had been done.  Whitacre reported that Beth Zurbuchen of the Swiss Center of North America also did not think an appraisal had been conducted.  Whitacre and Wright will meet again soon and requested that an update item be added to next month’s agenda; without objection.
6. Updates
a. Bluebird workshop
i. Chair Sasso distributed a thank you card to Dr. Hall for members to sign.  Sasso will contact the New Glarus High School regarding last minute preparations.  Sasso reported that Dr. Hall will bring Bluebird houses for sale to benefit Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin.  Dr. Hall requested that two volunteers staff a table with information and the houses for sale; Sasso’s wife Vicki has volunteered and P. Shaffer agreed to ask his wife.  Sasso reported that he created raffle tickets for two Bluebird houses.  Members were requested to arrive by 6:30 PM for set up.  It was noted that Tom O’Brien, the Technologies Coordinator for the schools, added the workshop information to the cable access channel and that the Press Release has appeared in Post Messenger Recorder twice.  Chair Sasso referred the members present to the surveys that were distributed to the attendees of the Conservation Planning Workshop in December 2010.  He asked if there were any suggested changes.  A suggestion was made to ask whether people would like to be added to an email contact list; without objection.  Wright suggested for the surveys to be distributed from the raffle table.  He further suggested that the surveys be used as the raffle tickets to encourage participation; without objection.  Sasso recommended that 40-50 copies be available for the workshop.  E. Caskey agreed to distribute additional posters for the workshop around the community to supplement those that were already posted.
ii. Chair Sasso reported that he contacted Dr. Hall regarding Audio Visual equipment needs.  Hall will bring his laptop and will need a projector and screen.  Wright thought the School District should be able to supply this equipment and recommended a member of the group contact Tom O’Brien.  E. Caskey agreed to contact Mr. O’Brien at the High School to request the use of the school’s equipment possibly in the auditorium since set up will be taking place in the Commons for the Solo and Ensemble Contest at the same time as the workshop.   Chair Sasso agreed to contact Jason Tadlock the High School Principal regarding the use of the auditorium.  P. Raskovic suggested recording the lecture as a podcast; without objection.

b. The group reviewed the updates to the 2010 Programming list.  Wright reported that he removed all completed 2009 projects from the list as those items have been included in R. Whitacre’s 2009 Accomplishments.  It was noted Paul Jennrich has set April 30, 2010 as the date for the Arbor Day Tree Planting, the date for the Alphornman Triathlon is August 8, 2010, and the deadline for the River Protection Grant is May 1, 2010 (please see attached).  There was brief discussion regarding workshop plans for Fall 2010.  P. Shaffer agreed to work with a local naturalist and may speak to members of the Friends of the New Glarus Woods for their recommendations.  The group expressed more interest in holding a Local Wildlife Seminar in October or November, possibly delaying the history workshop until early 2011.  
Sasso cautioned the group about taking on too many projects.  R. Whitacre suggested an October workshop with raptor birds as a tie-in with Halloween.  P. Raskovic asked if he could begin presenting information through regular reports to this body for the Barn Preservation workshop; without objection.  There was brief discussion about author Jerry Apps and Duane Freitag.  P. Raskovic noted that he had contacted Freitag about Joshua Frye, a guide who assisted early settlers from the region who was originally from Pennsylvania.
c. Chair Sasso apologized to those present that review of the two designs submitted by Richard Irland will need to be delayed until the March agenda.  Similarly he thanked Raskovic for sharing logos designs for Town Parks created by his daughter Nikki, which will also need to be discussed at the March meeting.  Sasso reported that he has yet to meet with members of the Architectural Review Committee from Windmill Ridge.
d. Wright noted that he requested for Eileen Horn of KoNeko multimedia to update the headings on the Parks website to include a new pull-down menu for Workshops.  The pull-down menu includes subheadings for Current and Archived information.  Wright reported he submitted PowerPoint™ files for workshops in 2007 to Horn.  Wright agreed to request for Horn to correct the subheadings to be consistent as the terms archived and past are currently being used interchangeably.
7. The members present briefly discussed a controlled burn at the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy site. 
8. Deputy Clerk Wright reported that he had again invited Bob Nelson to this meeting and the joint meeting to follow and included agendas in his email.  C. Sasso will contact him.
9. Chair Sasso asked for discussion regarding a possible survey to garner input from residents for the 2011 Parks Plan to be added to the March agenda; without objection.  The members had a copy of the survey from 2005 in their packets for reference (please see attached).  Next month members will decide if a survey should be sent before updating the Parks Plan and if so whether the questions need to be rewritten to reflect additional options or new foci.  Wright noted that the original survey was mailed a year before the Parks Plan was presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting in April.
10. The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, March 11, 2010 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include the following: Review Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop; Signage for Bluebird Ridge Conservancy and Parks Logos; Updates; Report on River Protection Grant from Whitacre; Controlled Burn; Parks Plan Survey 2011; Spring Clean-up; and Membership.  It was noted that the Bluebirding in Wisconsin workshop will begin at 7:00 PM on Friday, February 26, 2010 at the High School Commons.  Members should arrive by no later than 6:45 PM.  C. Sasso moved to adjourn; 2nd by C. Narveson.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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