

Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, January 14, 2010
6:30 P.M.
Attendance: Chuck Sasso, Pete Shaffer, Ellen Caskey, Russ Whitacre, Pete Raskovic (6:36), and John Wright

Not in Attendance: Chris Narveson (arrived 6:38 to confirm quorum, departed 6:39)

Also in Attendance: Richard and Margie Irland (7:15) and Patrick McGowan
C. Sasso called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk
2. C. Sasso moved to approve the minutes of 091210 as presented; 2nd R. Whitacre.  There was no further discussion.  Minutes of 091210 approved unanimously as presented; motion carried.

3. Public Comments.  P. Raskovic thanked the group for recommending his appointment by the Town Board.

4. Deputy Clerk Wright swore in new member Pete Raskovic.  Mr. Raskovic was appointed to the Parks Commission by the Town Board at their 100112 meeting.  His term expires in July of 2010.  Wright noted that when appointed to the Town Board Trustee C. Narveson made a motion to appoint Raskovic for a seven-year term; however, both open positions were due to resignations and were less than a full term.  The Town Board will need to make that correction at their February meeting.
5. Updates
a. Action by Town Board review of Parks Budget request

i. Chair Sasso reported that $150 was approved for prepayment of 2010 website maintenance by KoNeko Multimedia by check #15385 from unused 2009 funds ($150 was already in the 2009 budget which was applied towards the $300 expense).  Deputy Clerk Wright noted that a counter has been added to the bottom of the site’s homepage as requested by R. Whitacre.

ii. The Town Board voted to approve $1,000 to be added to the Town Park/Town Hall Sinking Fund from unused 2009 Trail Development funds.  The money will be moved into the Sinking Fund Account no later than February 28, 2010 after a Resolution is adopted by the Town Board at their February 9, 2010 meeting.

iii. The Town Board voted to approve the use of the remaining unused 2009 monies to pay for two signs to mark the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.
b. Chuck Sasso attended last night’s Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee meeting.  Sasso reported on the varying topics that they discussed.  Sasso stated that there was extensive discussion regarding dredging and erosion control for Hoesly Pond, noting that drainage is a problem for this spring-fed pond.  Sasso further reported on a proposed ice skating rink for which Village Parks will receive up to $1,000 matching funds from New Glarus Vision Youth Group for materials.  The current location suggested was in the Glarner Park ball diamond to be constructed before March 2010.  
Sasso reported that he shared a draft agenda of Town items to be discussed at the joint meeting with the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.  Sasso reported that Village Administrator Nic Owen will forward any suggested agenda items from the Village Parks and Recreation Committee to Deputy Clerk Wright.  The joint Town/ Village Parks meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 7:30 PM following a short meeting by the Town Parks Commission which begins at 6:30 PM.  The members present indicated that they were available for those two meetings.  Chair Sasso suggested a more structured participation on behalf of the Town in volunteering for the Alphornman Triathlon and possible sponsorship of the event.  
c. Chair Sasso summarized the Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop for visitor Patrick McGowan.  Mr. McGowan is the architect who prepared the draft Old Town Hall Feasibility Study which was sent to the group previously as an electronic file.  Russ Whitacre noted that he mailed his Press Release for the Conservation Planning Workshop to the address listed in the Post Messenger Recorder.  E. Caskey recommended that the news release be submitted to Tom O’Brien at the High School for publication in their electronic newsletter.  Chair Sasso asked the members present if the group should print the additional 600 single-sided copies for the Friday Folders to be distributed to the Pre-K through 6th grade classes at the New Glarus Grade School.  Wright received an estimate from Tom O’Brien of $43.00 for grayscale printing and $65.00 for color.  After brief discussion, C. Sasso moved to approve $65.00 for the printing of 600 single-sided copies for the Friday Folders; 2nd E. Caskey.  No further discussion.  Motion carried.  
Sasso asked for a volunteer willing to separate the copies by class, labeled with Post-It™ notes, to be submitted to the grade school office.  E. Caskey agreed to count out the single-sided flyer and deliver those to the grade school secretary; without objection.  After brief discussion it was agreed that the flyers would be delivered in advance for distribution on February 12, 2010.  Chair Sasso will contact Dr. Hall to review any needs he may have and will review his notes regarding reimbursement for travel and a donation to the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW).  Sasso stated that he anticipates that Dr. Hall will solicit community participation in monitoring bluebird nests to be added to the data collected by BRAW.  It was agreed, without objection, that Parks will not serve snacks at this event.  P. Raskovic recommended that a youth or sports group offer items for sale as a fund-raising opportunity.  Wright agreed to send the group a copy of the flyer as a Portable Document Format file.  P. Raskovic questioned whether a sign advertising Town events might be considered as a future possibility.
d. The members present reviewed the 2010 Programming spreadsheet.  Deputy Clerk Wright noted that the letter of thanks to Mark O’Leary of Applied Ecological for his presentation on Land Conservation was mailed on December 29, 2009 and that a copy was included in this evening’s packet.  C. Sasso recommended adding a date for cleanup of the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy in advance of the controlled burn.  Sasso requested that the controlled burn be added as an agenda item for February, Arbor Day Participation to the March agenda, and Spring Cleanup as an item for the April agenda; without objection.  Upon further discussion, Sasso suggested the Spring Cleanup be reduced somewhat in scope this year so that part of the group could coordinate maintenance of the Conservancy property on the same weekend.    
There was brief discussion regarding a joint workshop with the Swiss Center of North America. October was discussed as a possible month to hold the event; preferably the SCNA would agree to advertise the event through a mailing and press releases in addition to hosting the event at their facility.  P. Raskovic requested that a Barn Preservation Workshop be added to the Programming spreadsheet for 2011; without objection.  Raskovic further suggested considering a LISTSERV database to email Parks updates to those who subscribe to the service.  R. Whitacre agreed to create a 2009 Accomplishments summary for the February meeting.  After brief discussion the group agreed that past workshop information and resources be added to the Parks website, if possible. 
6. The members present reviewed several examples of signs created by Richard Irland, who was in attendance.  C. Sasso described the two proposed locations for signs: one by the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy property at the ridge of Windmill Ridge Road and the other at the intersection of State Highway 69 and Windmill Ridge Road.  Mr. Irland stated that examples of his signs the members were reviewing were created in Arizona when he lived at the time.  Mr. Irland noted that weather and sunlight affect the longevity of the construction materials and pigments of the signs.  Members viewed two contrasting techniques: one style of sign utilized a plastic, decal-like lettering attached to a decorative support created by Mr. Irland, the other style has routed, relief-cut letters with pigment applied for contrast and decorative effect.  Mr. Irland spoke about the merits of a relatively new material called Medium Density Overlay (MDO).  Irland went on to note that among natural material choices, cedar weathers well outside.  Irland asked if the Parks Commission would like an image of a bluebird or a logo to accompany the lettering.
C. Sasso asked how difficult repainting a sign would be.  Irland replied by stating that paint application is fairly easy providing an artist’s grade brush is used with a steady hand.  He went on to note that any paint that strays beyond the recessed letters can be sanded away, requiring the wood surface be sealed for preservation and to maintain visual contrast with the lettering.  Irland stated that an estimate would be difficult without first knowing the construction technique required, the size, the materials, and the amount of detail.  The group agreed at a minimum the words Bluebird Ridge Conservancy and Town of New Glarus will need to be included on both signs.  E. Caskey suggested that the sign at the base of the hill include an arrow to direct traffic up the road to the entrance of the conservancy.  Margie Irland noted that the Optimist Club in Monroe provided a grant for small signs within the trails along the New Glarus Woods State Park.  R. Whitacre recommended that the sign at that base of the hill somehow match the existing sign and to consult the Design Review Committee for Windmill Ridge regarding its preferred location.  

E. Caskey envisions a larger sign at the base of the hill with a smaller sign at the top of the hill and wondered aloud if the sign at the conservancy might include abbreviations to save space.  Of the examples presented, the group responded best to the wooden ones that would visually echo the natural aspect of the conservancy site itself.  There was brief discussion regarding care in locating the sign at the base of the hill so that it did not violate and DOT standards.  Wright recommended as a courtesy to notify the Pope family who gifted the property to the Town about these proposals.  Sasso stated that he will work independently with the Deputy Clerk to research required setbacks for the sign.  Wright noted that Pattie Salter designed an apple and arrow calligraphic logo that is used on the Town trucks.  C. Sasso asked Wright to forward the design to P. Raskovic so that his daughter could create other designs for possible consideration.  The majority of the group was in favor of a sign similar in style to the one created for Primavera School for the location at the base of the hill.  The group, however, was unable to establish a consensus for which style to use at the conservancy.  It was agreed that more thought and a site visit would be required to consider this matter further.  Mr. Irland offered to assist with time and equipment on the controlled burn in the spring at the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy Site.  Irland suggested mid-April to early May as an optimal time to conduct the burn.
7. Chair Sasso requested input regarding the proposed joint collaboration of the Parks Commission and New Glarus Vision to host a sustainability workshop.  Mr. Irland stated that he did not have an opportunity to outline all the ideas he and New Glarus Vision members had on the subject (Irland is the President of the New Glarus Vision Board).  Irland stated that he has been seeking possible donations, speakers, and encouragement from a variety of sources including WPPI Energy and the Midwest Regional Energy Association (MWREA).  Mr. Irland stated that Michele Roth from the Village of New Glarus Utilities Office was willing to further discuss possible financial support and other contributions possibly including watt meters and CFLs.  Irland reported that WPPI has been working cooperatively with Evansville schools for eight years to co-sponsor programming for Earth Day, an annual Science Fair, which includes music, vendor demonstrations and displays, for school-aged children.  
Mr. Irland suggested the Women’s Health Fair as a model, which was a cooperative venture between the Bank of New Glarus and the Monroe Clinic, which was held at the High School.  The event included speakers, food, freebies, and vendors.  Possible topics of discussion and/or displays for a target audience of farmers and homeowners could include: composting, rain barrels, solar hot water, photovoltaic technology, insulating techniques, landscaping, winterizing, etc.  Irland sees the role of New Glarus Vision as helping to facilitate the project but not organizing or running it.  E. Caskey thought the school could possibly decorate rain barrels for auction in order to increase public participation.  E. Caskey suggested requesting the list of vendors who participate in the event at the Evansville School as a next step.  Wright further suggested requesting a list of vendors and volunteers who appear at the local event sponsored by the Village Utilities noting that they may be willing to advertise the event in their billings.   C. Sasso noted that Focus on Energy would be willing to offer assistance for an event that was fully planned and scheduled.  Mr. Irland mentioned H & H Solar as another vendor possibly willing to participate.
8. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research

a. The members present reviewed the Letter of Retroactivity to Deputy Clerk Wright from Renee Sanford of the Wisconsin DNR.  Wright noted that the letter is only required in the event that land listed in a State grant is purchased prior to the awarding of the grant; without the letter the aforementioned purchase could not be reimbursed.  The letter, however, does not imply that such a request would be granted.  The letter is specific to this particular piece of property, unique to this agency, and is valid for one year.  Wright explained that the DNR ordinarily matches funding sources to the project idea; however, the current State hiring freeze has restricted the amount of assistance available.
b. Deputy Clerk Wright reviewed the money that has accrued to date in the Town Hall/Town Park Sinking Fund and the Community Partnerships Sinking Fund, including interest.  Wright noted that an additional $1,000 will be added to the Town Hall/Town Park fund by the end of February 2010; an additional $5,000 is to be added to that fund and $3,000 to the Community Partnerships fund in June of 2010.  Wright also calculated the total amount collected to date in Impact Fees, including the portion for Parks projects, with further subdivisions by project.  See attached.

9. Membership.  Deputy Clerk Wright sent an email to Bob Nelson who had expressed interest in this Commission.  Mr. Nelson was already committed to attend another meeting this evening, but appreciated receiving the invitation and a copy of the agenda.  Wright agreed to continue forwarding Parks Commission agendas to Mr. Nelson.
10. The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include the following: Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop; Signage for Bluebird Ridge Conservancy; Updates; 2009 Accomplishments Report from Russ Whitacre; Controlled Burn in Bluebird Ridge Conservancy; and Membership.  As mentioned above, this meeting will adjourn at 7:30 PM whereupon the Joint Parks meeting between the Town and Village will convene.  Wright had a draft agenda available for members to review of that joint meeting (see attached).  E. Caskey moved to adjourn; 2nd by C. Sasso.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Revised 100210









PAGE  
4

