

Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, December 10, 2009

6:30 P.M.
Attendance: Chuck Sasso, Pete Shaffer, Ellen Caskey, Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson (7:54 PM), and John Wright

C. Sasso called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk
2. C. Sasso moved to accept the minutes of 091112 as presented; 2nd R. Whitacre.  Minutes of 091112 approved unanimously as presented; motion carried.

3. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.

4. The members present reviewed the Budget-to-Actual figures for 2009 provided by the Town Treasurer Pattie Salter.  The remaining portion of the 2009 budget that has not been used was calculated at $2,210.53, although Chair Sasso had yet to submit a receipt to the Treasurer for his out-of-pocket expense of $40 for the cake purchased for the Conservation Planning Workshop.  R. Whitacre asked the group to consider prepayment of some website expenses including: maintenance, hosting, and domain name.  Sasso has not received an estimate from Village Administrator Nic Owen regarding costs associated with the proposed ice skating rink and figures it is too late in the season for that project to move forward.  Deputy Clerk Wright reminded the group of previous discussions regarding signage for the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.  After brief discussion it was agreed to approach Richard Irland with a proposal to create some designs for the Commission to consider at their January meeting.  
The group returned to this topic at 8:30 PM when C. Narveson expressed his opinion from the Town Board’s perspective as he is a Trustee for that body.  After further discussion C. Sasso moved to recommend that the $900-$1,000 of the 2009 surplus be added to the Town Hall/Town Park Sinking Fund; 2nd R. Whitacre.  No further discussion.  Motion carried.  R. Whitacre moved to recommend to the Town Board prepaying two years of website maintenance at a cost of $300 (assuming a cost of $150/annum) and $970 for Bluebird Ridge Conservancy signage; 2nd E. Caskey.  There was no further discussion.  Motion carried.
5. Chair Sasso reported that by his estimate there were three Commission members (Sasso, Caskey, and Shaffer), two former members present (Talarczyk and Mahoney), the Town Chair (Seward), and ten other members of the public present at the Conservation Planning Workshop.
a. O’Leary’s lecture about Conservation Planning was accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation that lasted approximately one hour before he replied to audience questions.  Mr. O’Leary’s main thesis was how development of land could occur in such a manner as to not prevent the land from doing the work it performed pre-development. 
b. Four attendees submitted completed survey materials.  One of the four wanted to attend future workshops, three of the four wanted to participate in volunteer events hosted by the Parks Commission and/or the Village of New Glarus, and one was interested in potentially becoming a member of the Commission.  The attendee who expressed interest in becoming a member was sent an agenda for this evening’s meeting, but was not in attendance.  Chair Sasso requested that Wright create a distribution list for forwarding future information for those who expressed interest.  Deputy Clerk Wright recommended adding to future surveys an evaluation of the workshop and recommendations for content for future workshops.  R. Whitacre recommended forwarding those questions to the responders to the survey by using the email addresses they provided.  The members gave Chair Sasso the power to write a letter of thanks to Mr. O’Leary for his volunteer presentation; without objection.
6. Updates

a. C. Sasso reported that he had been contacted by email by Nic Owen, Village of New Glarus Administrator informing Sasso that the Village Parks and Recreation meeting this week was cancelled due to inclement weather.  Owen, however, did state that he thought the Village and Town Parks could meet jointly on the proposed date of February 17, 2010.  Sasso noted that because of the Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop nine days later that the Town Commission could have a short meeting before the joint meeting on February 17, 2009, possibly between 6:30 and 7:30 PM.
b. Russ Whitacre reported that the Conservation Planning Workshop flyer had been added to the Park’s website.  Whitacre went on to note that Eileen Horn of Koneko Multimedia realized that she had not been charging the Parks Commission for maintenance of the website and that she offered to continue to update the site or to allow an interested member to do so.   Because a software purchase would be required to update the site and Horn would most likely do the task more efficiently, Whitacre notified Horn that she should continue in her present capacity.  Whitacre also requested that Horn provide him with any expenses for 2009, and to inform the Commission of any upcoming expenses to keep the site current in 2010.  Lastly, Whitacre asked Horn to let him know when hosting and domain expenses would be due again and at what cost.  Horn provided Whitacre with a method for retrieving email messages from the address posted on the website.  In response to tracking visitor numbers, Horn suggested using Google analytic.  Wright will convert the Bluebirding in Wisconsin flyer to an Adobe file which Whitacre will submit to Horn.  Wright and Sasso will review the copy of that flyer before it is submitted for web and physical publication.
c. Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop.  C. Sasso reported he has bluebird house plans yet to copy and has a bluebird house to donate.  Wright and Sasso will review the copy of that flyer before it is submitted for web and physical publication.  Dr. Hall is interested in finding out more information regarding the Swiss Cemetery; Sasso reported that Christina Schneider was recommended as a resource for that information.  Sasso noted that cemeteries are good habitats for bluebirds.  E. Caskey provided Sasso with a confirmation for use of the New Glarus High School Commons for the February workshop.    
Deputy Clerk Wright had a copy of the corrected flyer available per the suggestions made at the November meeting.  Wright went on to note that Mahoney returned 61 stamps to Clerk-Treasurer Salter last month as did R. Whitacre after he prepared the Conservation Planning mailer for a total of 122 stamps that can be used for the Bluebirding flyer.  The Commission also has 1,200 gummed tabs for sealing the flyers which have been purchased in 2009.  E. Caskey suggested submitting copies of the flyer to the school for distribution in the Friday Folder.  After further discussion it was agreed that information about the workshop should be submitted to Tom O’Brien at the New Glarus High School to include in the electronic newsletter that is distributed to parents of children enrolled in the schools.  E. Caskey agreed to make some inquiries about the Friday folder with Laura Eicher, the Grade School Principal.  Wright agreed to send Chair Sasso a copy of Whitacre’s schedule for printing, mailing, and advertising the Conservation Planning Workshop that can be adapted for the Bluebirding one.
d. The members present reviewed the updated list of completed projects and future projects.  Wright requested that January’s agenda include a review of 2009 accomplishments.  Chair Sasso recommended deferring consideration of the Stormwater Management workshop until Fall 2010; the other members present agreed.  P. Shaffer is interested in finding a speaker to present information on local wildlife in the Fall of 2010 to include prehistory and historical records.  There was brief discussion regarding a joint workshop in cooperation with the Swiss Center of North America.  E. Caskey described successful workshops that had been held at the school in the past and suggested that approach for an eco-fair.  Caskey feels that the goals of New Glarus Vision and the Parks Commission are similar and that this event could help educate the community on this topic that has become increasingly popular.  Sasso reported that Richard Irland, President of New Glarus Vision, had contacted him but that Sasso currently does not have the time to present or to organize such a workshop; however if Irland returns with a more focused plan, then the Parks Commission might be interested in co-sponsoring the event.
7. The members present reviewed a letter from Brad Beal to the former Town Chair Mark Renner dated January 18, 2005, which Deputy Clerk Wright found in a file.  Beal, who at the time was a member of the Swiss Center of North America’s Board of Directors, offered to work with the Town to create more green space in the community.  The letter implied that the 6.43 acres defined by Certify Survey Map 3627 would be available for purchase below fair market value or possibly as a donation to the Town in exchange for their stewardship of the property for public use.  There was discussion regarding whether that property furthered the mission of the Parks Commission.  After additional discussion the group stated their interest in examining DNR assistance.  Deputy Clerk Wright agreed to do some investigative work and to report back to the group.
8. Membership.  Chair Sasso was hoping that Pete Raskovic would be in attendance this evening as he has expressed continued interest in joining the Commission.  C. Narveson had also spoken with Raskovic and assured him that Parks activities would not conflict with Raskovic’s teaching schedule.  P. Shaffer will attempt to re-establish contact with Steve Marty.  As mentioned above, a resident who attended the Conservation Planning Workshop expressed interest in becoming a member of the Commission.  There was brief discussion about other residents who might be a good fit.  Wright agreed to find the electronic version of the press release for membership created by Rita Mahoney and send that to Chair Sasso (Wright provided Sasso with a paper copy at this meeting).  Sasso read aloud the resignation letter from Karen Talarczyk, a founding member of this Commission.  Sasso noted that Chair Seward presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Talarczyk and Rita Mahoney prior to Mr. O’Leary’s lecture at the Conservation Planning Workshop.  The members present expressed their thanks for the many years both former members contributed to this Commission and to the community.
9. The next meeting was scheduled for January 14, 2010 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include the following: Bluebirding in Wisconsin Workshop; Discussion with Richard Irland Regarding Joint Sustainability Workshop and Signage for Bluebird Ridge Conservancy; Updates; Membership; Information Regarding Possible DNR Support for Property Purchase; Joint Parks meeting.  E. Caskey moved to adjourn; 2nd by R. Whitacre.  Meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM.
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