

Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, November 12, 2009

7:00 P.M.
Attendance: Chuck Sasso, Pete Shaffer, Karen Talarczyk, Chris Narveson (7:03), Russ Whitacre, and John Wright

Not in Attendance: Ellen Caskey
Also in Attendance: Pete Raskovic (7:04)
C. Sasso called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair and Deputy Clerk
2. K. Talarczyk moved to accept the minutes of 091008; 2nd R. Whitacre.  Minutes of 091008 approved unanimously as presented; motion passed.

3. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.

4. Chair Sasso reported that he attended a Village Parks and Recreation Committee meeting on November 11, 2009.  The Village had invited Sasso to discuss plans for an ice rink.  Wright noted that Hoesly Pond had been discussed previously during joint meetings with the Village Parks and Recreation Committee as a location for a handicap accessible fishing pier and skating rink with a warming shelter in winter.  Sasso stated that the Hoesly Pond area was not discussed; instead Glarner Park, the Village Park (by using a liner in the sand volleyball pit or the basketball court), and Veteran’s Park were discussed as possible locations.  Sasso stated that Nic Owen will explore the expense of the structure used to contain the water to be frozen.  The Village is looking for volunteers from the Town and possible financial support to make this plan viable.  K. Talarczyk noted that ice skating had at one time been located in the field beside the Fire Station.  Sasso noted that Lynn Paron has been advocating for this resource.  

Sasso reported that there will be playground equipment located in the Valle Tell Soccer field on the north end of the property and that there was discussion regarding the Chalet of the Golden Fleece.        Another item that was discussed at the Village Parks meeting was the possible use of solar heating of pool water as part of the poolhouse replacement project which is under way.
a. The members present discussed several possible dates to meet jointly with the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.  C. Sasso recommended the first meeting occur in January or February.  After brief discussion January 20, 2010 and February 17, 2010 were suggested.
b. The members present discussed several agenda items including:  Discuss Current Goals to Establish Common Ground (Arbor Day, Alphornman Triathlon, and Spring Clean-Up Day), Discuss the Proposed Riverwalk Plans, Discuss Backtown Plans, and Discuss the Safe Routes to School Grant.  Chuck Sasso agreed to contact Roger Truttmann, the Chair of the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.
5. C. Sasso reported that he had not requested budget figures from Clerk-Treasurer Salter to create a Budget-to-Actual handout for 2009.   Based upon the figures previously presented by Deputy Clerk Wright and current known expenses (herbicide, seeds, printing costs, postage), a rough calculation of the current remaining balance was figured to be approximately $2,400.  Wright recommended for Sasso to work with Clerk-Treasurer Salter to get more exact figures.  There was brief conversation about prepaying some additional 2010 expenses with the balance of 2009 funds.  P. Raskovic, a resident in attendance suggested implementing a service similar to a listserve to keep residents aware of current Parks activities.
6. Updates

a. R. Whitacre reported that he added two links from the Wisconsin DNR website to the Parks website which contains information about Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens.  R. Whitacre will request that Eileen Horn of Koneko Multimedia add a counter to the website so that activity can be tracked.  Pete Raskovic thought the Monroe Clinic Branch in New Glarus might be willing to advertise the December workshop on their marquis sign visible from State Highway 69.  Wright noticed that the contact information for the Village Arborist Paul Jennrich was deleted when the information for the County Forrester was added.  There is still no information beneath the heading Natural History which still displays a series of question marks when the cursor is placed atop.  The web address for the site has been advertised on the flyer sent to Town residents announcing the Conservation Planning Workshop scheduled for December 7, 2009 at 7:00 PM.

b. Conservation Planning workshop

i. Brochures were printed and folded on November 3, 2009 at a cost of $122.96 for 600 copies.
ii. Labels were printed November 4, 2009; Clerk-Treasurer Salter will determine a charge for the Town’s materials for these items.  R. Whitacre picked up the folded flyers, gummed tabs, stamps, and printed address labels from the Town Office the same day.  Whitacre reported that he mailed the flyers on November 5, 2009.  R. Whitacre then presented the members present with the proposed press release.  Wright suggested referring to our building as the Town Office instead of the Town Hall (the historic building on Second Street).
iii. The group discussed refreshments and assignments for the evening of the workshop.  P. Shaffer agreed to pick up plates, napkins, and drinks.  R. Whitacre suggested having Sweet Street Bakery create a bluebird cake for the December workshop to advertise the one in February 2010; C. Sasso agreed to place the order.  C. Sasso and R. Whitacre agreed to set up tables and chairs the morning of the workshop.
c. Blue Birding in Wisconsin workshop

i. A draft brochure was prepared by Deputy Clerk Wright from the images and text provided by C. Sasso.  The members present reviewed the proposed document; two typos were noted that will be corrected.  
ii. Content.  C. Sasso explained the scope of what Dr. Hall will present.  Sasso will create copies of house plans and will donate some completed bird houses and possibly a kit.   
iii. E. Caskey has reserved the New Glarus High School Commons for the evening of February 26, 2010.  The Town Parks Commission will receive the use of the Commons gratis.

iv. The group briefly discussed other preparations needed for the workshop and assignments.

d. The members present reviewed the updated list of completed projects and future projects.  Wright agreed to add the Joint meeting with the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.  P. Shaffer spoke briefly about a possible program in Fall 2010 in cooperation with the Swiss Center of North America.  Wright suggested approaching the Swiss Center contacts to find a speaker to discuss how the Swiss handle issues of open space, trails, conservation, etc.
e. C. Sasso reported that he picked up the native seeds from neighbor Adam Ingwell, which he will store until spring.  Sasso and Wright picked up Roundup™ herbicide from the True Value Hardware™ which will also be stored by Sasso.  Sasso and Whitacre were able to spray last weekend to suppress some invasive species.  Sasso thought the Spring Cleanup could be split between road cleaning and brush removal at the Bluebird Ridge Conservancy.
7. R. Whitacre was contacted by the Swiss Center of North America (SCNA); they are still interested in selling their property on the east side of County Hwy O.  Wright showed the members present CSM 3627 that describes 6.43 acres of the property owned by the SCNA.  The property to the east of the Little Sugar River is described by metes and bounds and contains 3.47 additional acres.  Wright also had a copy of CSM 3625 to share with the group which describes Outlot 2 on the east side of County Hwy O of 0.82 acres owned by the Wilhelm Tell Guild.  
8. Membership.  C. Sasso agreed to let P. Raskovic know that he needs to submit a letter of interest to the Town Board if he wants to be appointed to the Parks Commission.  P. Shaffer will try to contact Steve Marty about his interest in the Commission as well.  December will be K. Talarczyk’s final meeting.
9. C. Sasso asked to defer further discussion of how materials from Dana White-Quam should be reviewed and to add that to a future agenda; without objection.
10. Regional meeting.  There was no discussion of this item.
11. It was agreed to meet next on Thursday, December 10, 2009 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include the following: Blubirding in Wisconsin Workshop Updates; Membership; and Review Conservation Planning Workshop.  R. Whitacre moved to adjourn; 2nd by P. Shaffer.  Meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM.
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