
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, August 13, 2009

7:00 PM

Attendance:  Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Karen Talarczyk, and Pete Shaffer

Not in Attendance:  Chris Narveson

Also in Attendance: Ellen Caskey

A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:05 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair.

2. Approve Regular Minutes (7/16/09).  P. Shaffer made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting; second by K. Talarczyk.  The minutes of 7/16/09 were approved unanimously as presented.
3. Continue Discussion of Regional Meeting.  Continuing to build on J. Wright’s research, Russ is gaining a sense of whom from the neighboring communities to contact both in Green and Dane Counties.   This may lead to other ways in which to build relationships and learn of funding opportunities.  Russ and John are working on a mailing list of parties to contact.    
4. Trails and Bike Trails.  Restriping of Old Madison Road still needs to be resolved.  It was noted that when the road was widened in 2008 that stripes two feet from each outer edge were to define the shoulders and provide a safer pedestrian path; the contractor mistakenly placed the lines too near the edge.  

The land owned by the Swiss Center of North America along County O (totaling approximately four to five acres) may soon go on the market for sale. R. Whitacre is to contact Beth Zurbuchen from the SCNA to determine availability, price, etc.  Because this land is located in a floodplain, it has yet to be determined what could be built on the land and for what purpose.  Members present expressed their hopes that this strip of property could become a “lynch-pin” in the Town’s proposed parks and trails system.    

5. Assign Gifted Land a Name.  The favored designation for the area would be to refer to the land as a “reserve” or “conservancy”.  Suggested titles included: Bluebird Ridge Conservancy (the site already has 2 bluebird nest boxes located there), Savanna Ridge, and Ridge Prairie.  It was noted that this conservancy area will become an educational resource and will act as a prototype for others in the region to emulate.  Those present discussed other considerations which included signage that would be needed to direct visitors to the area and to highlight the educational aspects of the site.  After further discussion it the Commission members agreed to make a recommendation to the Town Board that the area be called Bluebird Ridge (or Prairie) Conservancy; without objection. 

6. Report on Triathlon.  Chair Whitacre reported that more than one hundred athletes participated in the Alphornman Triathlon.  Commission participants included: Russ Whitacre (and Mary Kelly), Pete Shaffer (and Susan Shaffer), and Chuck Sasso (and Vicki Sasso).  Village staff expressed their appreciation of the volunteer efforts made by members of the Town.  R. Whitacre reported that he had spoken with Kayla Zimmerman from the Village about coordinating additional cooperative activities between the Town and Village.  It was further noted that activities between the Parks Commission and the New Glarus Vision group could be discussed for possible future cooperative events/activities.
7. Review Revised List of 2009 Projects and Schedule Bluebird Seminar with Budget.  
a. C. Sasso reported that he has spoken with a representative from BRAW about a proposed workshop in the winter of 2010.  Dr. Kent Hall is willing to come to speak at a seminar tentatively scheduled in late February to mid March of 2010.  K. Talarczyk made a motion to give C. Sasso permission to further discuss details and arrangements for the proposed seminar with Dr. Hall, and to approve a budget not to exceed $300 to cover Dr. Hall’s lodging, travel expenses, and a donation to BRAW; 2nd P. Shaffer.  The motion passed unanimously.   Chuck agreed to work with Dr. Hall to continue the planning of this seminar including the date, time, and location.  
b. Wildlife Seminar and Land History of New Glarus.  P. Shaffer agreed to look into the availability of speakers to speak on the topic of native wildlife.  Another possible topic that was discussed was “backyard bird feeding” for which Chair Whitacre agreed to do the initial planning.  Finally a suggestion was made to coordinate with the SCNA to present a cooperative workshop on the land history of New Glarus.

8. Updates
a. Town Board Resolution to accept Parks Plan.  The Town Board approved a Resolution dated 8/11/2009 which noted that the Parks Plan was approved at the April 11, 2006 Annual meeting.  This is necessary in order for the Parks Commission to apply for DNR funding and grants.
b. Website.  No new updates were reported at this time.  It was agreed among the members present that in order to launch the website a target date should be chosen to make the home page operational for public use. It was decided that the date should be November 1, 2009; without objection.
c. Payment to EC3 Environmental Consulting Group – the Town Board approved the final payment of $ 569.70 at their 090811 regular meeting.
d. County Parks and Managed Prairie.  R. Whitacre reported that Green County has four properties that it currently manages: one park in Monroe at the intersection of County Highway N and State Highway 81, two boat launches, and the Muralt Bluff Prairie.
9. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  Discussion centered around possible acquisition of the SCNA land on County Highway O (see item 4).

10. Review Application Guidelines for Stewardship Program through the WIDNR.  R. Whitacre reported that he is continuing his review of the guidelines.  The group agreed to keep this funding source in mind for future opportunities.

11. Membership.  Ellen Caskey sat in as a guest as a possible future member and expressed interest in joining the Parks Commission.  R. Whitacre will provide Ms. Caskey with information regarding the process to join, which requires a letter of intent to the Town Board who in turn must agree to her appointment to the Commission. K. Talarczyk suggested Laurel Jones as another possible candidate and will contact Ms. Jones to determine if she has an interest in joining.

12. Public Comments.  None

13. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, September 17, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership; 2010 Parks Budget; Administration of the Oath of Office (contingent upon Town Board appointment); Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails; Bluebird Seminar; Land Availability; and Updates: Website.

C. Sasso made a motion to adjourn; 2nd P. Shaffer.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Minutes taken by C. Sasso and revised 090901 by Deputy Clerk Wright
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