
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, July 16, 2009

7:00 PM

Attendance:  Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson, and Pete Shaffer

Not in Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk

A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:05 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair.

2. Approve Regular Minutes (6/11/09).  C. Sasso made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting; second by P. Shaffer.  The minutes of 6/11/09 were approved unanimously as presented.
3. Regional Meeting Discussion.  There is no real movement or activity going on with Cara Carper of the UW-Extension.  Based on previous discussion with Cara, Chair Whitacre will draft a letter to be sent to surrounding communities. The purpose will be to determine areas of mutual interest re parks in these surrounding communities.  R. Whitacre has spoken with the County Clerk of Green County who has stated that there is currently no interest from the County for adding any additional parks or facilities due to current budget deficits.
4. Trails and Bike Trails.   C. Narveson is to inquire why the restriping of Old Madison Road has not yet been completed.  The newly paved road was supposed to be striped to indicate a walking path on each shoulder, but was not painted correctly.  The restriping was supposed to have been completed in time for the current summer season.
5.  Restoration of Gifted Land.  All went well with the work done by the Fecon unit on July 10th, 2009.  The grinding of invasive and unwanted brush into mulch which was left on site was completed in approximately five to six hours.  The final cost for this phase of the restoration is $1,800.  The future steps include observing the area to see if there is any indication of regeneration of invasive species.  These observations will involve assistance from Adam Ingwell.  A controlled burn of the area will be planned for spring 2010 to be followed by further preparations for a prairie restoration of the area.  Thus far, reaction from the neighbors has been positive.  Keith Seward has suggested the area be named Ridge Park; the consensus among the Commission members is to create a name that does not contain the work “Park” but rather conservancy, conservation area, or preserve to differentiate it from a “traditional” recreational park.  The members will do research on possible names and continue the discussion at the next meeting.
6. Remainder of 2009 Programming.  
a. Triathlon (8/2/2009): Discussion was held to determine if there is interest on the part of Parks Commission members to volunteer for the event.  Several expressed interest.  R. Whitacre will help coordinate assistance from Commission members who would like to volunteer.
b. Fall Programs: P. Shaffer has met with Connie Shomberg from the Swiss Center of North American.  Ms. Shomberg and P. Shaffer decided it would be appropriate and helpful for a representative from the Swiss Center to attend an upcoming Parks Commission meeting to discuss how the Parks Commission and the Swiss Center might collaborate on future efforts.
c. Bluebird Seminar: C. Sasso has contacted Dr. Kent Hall who represents the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW).  Dr. Hall has agreed to come to New Glarus and provide an evening presentation on bluebirds to include background information on the birds along with methods and benefits of proper bluebird nest box monitoring.  This seminar is tentatively scheduled for mid-February to mid-March to coincide with the onset of spring when it's typically time to begin setting up bluebird trails.  The Parks Commission agreed to pay for Dr. Hall's expenses to travel from Stevens Point, WI to make this presentation, and to make a modest ($100, approx.) donation to BRAW.  C. Sasso will coordinate details surrounding this presentation.
7. Updates
a. Website.  Nothing to update at this time.
b. Old Town Hall Tour.  A tour of the Old Town Hall was conducted on July 9, 2009 by members of the Town Board (K. Seward, D. Streiff, J. Hoesley, B. Elkins), Library Board (D. Wright, B. Anderson, E. Caskey, F. Phillipson, and J. Martinson), Old Town Hall Preservation Society (J. McGuire, K. Tschudy) that was also attended by the Village of New Glarus liaison to the Library Board (D. Weber), a member of the Town Parks Commission (R. Whitacre), and members of the public.  Tour participants observed that upgrades to the building's electrical system had taken place, along with the installation of a new HVAC system.  Also observed was the presence of many items which had accumulated in the building over time, much of which likely has no further use to anyone.  It was noted that the ability to use the building as it now stands would be difficult based on the landlocked nature of the land, lack of parking etc.  Additional studies would be undertaken to determine the possibility of future uses.
8. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  R. Whitacre reported that there is nothing to update at this time.
9. Membership.  Both R. Whitacre and P. Shaffer have spoken with Ellen Caskey about joining the Parks Commission, and she has expressed an interest in joining.  R. Whitacre will continue the dialogue with Ms. Caskey to determine if she will join.  P. Shaffer will follow up with Steve Marty to determine if Mr. Marty may have any interest.
10. Public Comments.  None

11. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, August 13, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership; Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails; Restoration of Gifted Land; Land Availability; and Updates: Website.

C. Narveson made a motion to adjourn; 2nd P. Shaffer.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Minutes submitted by C. Sasso
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