
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2009
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson (7:45 PM), Karen Talarczyk, and Pete Shaffer
Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (5/14/09).  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes; 2nd K. Talarczyk.  The minutes of 5/14/09 were approved unanimously as presented.  
3. Discuss Restoration of Gifted Land –next steps.  Chair Whitacre reported that the Town Board approved the transfer of monies to pay for the shortfall in the 2009 Parks Commission Budget for the restoration of the gifted land.  He noted that according to Clerk-Treasurer Salter the Town Board will approve the check for $1,800 at the July 7, 2009 meeting.  Whitacre tried sending his neighbor Marvin Smitherman a message by email to determine the boundary of the gifted land with the Smitherman property but it bounced back.  Chair Whitacre and C. Sasso agreed to contact people in the Windmill Ridge neighborhood when the work will begin and the goals of the endeavor.  
4. Swiss Center Programming-Red Benches.  The Center will be presenting an exhibit of photographs of the red benches that populate the extensive series of walking trails throughout Switzerland.  P. Shaffer noted that the new sign has been installed at the SCNA building, which is visible when traveling west on Highway 39.  There was brief discussion about having red benches in New Glarus.
5. Remainder of 2009 Programming.  R. Whitacre asked if there were any projects for which the group should prepare.  R. Mahoney suggested assisting with the Triathlon that is hosted by the Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee.  K. Talarczyk suggested some workshops for the fall.  C. Sasso recommended a program about bluebirds and suggested the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin as a possible resource (BRAW).  R. Mahoney thought that the bluebird program would be good for February or March, although C. Sasso noted that if it was scheduled earlier it could be geared towards preparing houses to attract the birds.  Wright recalled Carol Holmes (a former Parks Commission member) had suggested intergenerational programming whereby seniors assist young children with building birdhouses from kits created by the seniors from materials donated by local lumber yards and/or hardware stores.

R. Mahoney reviewed the forthcoming programs that will be hosted by the Friends of the New Glarus Woods.  Chair Whitacre agreed that programs about wildlife might make a nice addition to the programs that the group has already presented on prairie restoration, rain gardens and rain barrels, local history of the land, conservation easements, etc.  Mahoney suggested repeating the workshop on history of the land, which might be a popular choice.  P. Shaffer thought representatives from the SCNA might be open to assisting with programming as well.  P. Shaffer agreed to talk to Beth Zurbuchen to see if the Swiss Center would be interested in working cooperatively with the Parks Commission.  
6.    Updates
a. Website.  There have been no updates this past month.
b. Trails and bike trails.  P. Shaffer wondered if the Village was considering any aspects of the plan created by the UW architecture student for the development of Backtown.  
c. Town Hall status.  R. Whitacre reported that the Town Board would like to schedule an opportunity for the public to visit the facility now that it has been renovated, prior to the Regular Town Board meeting in July.  It was noted that Town Chair Keith Seward has met with the New Glarus Public Library Board to investigate their interest in the space.  R. Mahoney recommended that the Town should run an article to make the general public aware of this visit and to welcome their input.
d. Regional meeting with information from Cara Carper.  R. Whitacre read aloud an email reply from Cara Carper.  She would like to get a list of questions/issues that she can pose to representatives from neighboring municipalities to find out their level of interest in participating in a regional meeting.  K. Talarczyk recommended sending a letter to each of the surrounding town boards with a brief history of the Town of New Glarus Parks Commission.  C. Sasso interpretation of Carper’s strategy was to find out what topics would be of interest for neighboring communities.  R. Mahoney suggested opening the letter of inquiry with a question regarding the level of interest for participation in joint ventures of regional trails, parks, etc, as working jointly could save money.  
R. Whitacre recommended the initial action be the inventorying of assets in each community.  R. Mahoney included mutual concerns as a topic that should be included in the initial contact.  Wright observed that Dayton and the Town of New Glarus are both growing communities and a park near Argue Road and County W might be a logical location and wondered aloud whether it could be a county park.  
7. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research including Land Acquisition Guidelines for Local Governments.  It would appear that the Village’s plan to acquire twenty acres of the Roy Klitzke property is currently on hold.  R. Mahoney would like there to be a quarterly report on the amount of money that has been collected in Impact Fees that is specifically for trails, town hall, and a town park.  She further suggested using the three identified trails within the Impact Fees Needs Assessment Study as a starting point for asubcommittee to research and to then report back to the entire group.  
8. Membership.  R. Whitacre left a message with Ellen Caskey and is awaiting her reply. R. Whitacre had spoken to Katie Noyce, but she declined because of other obligations.  P. Shaffer wondered if Lynn Paron might be interested.  C. Sasso asked about Steve Marty who has recently retired from the Department of Transportation.  K. Talarczyk agreed to contact Laura Jones who had expressed interest in the Commission at one of the seminars.  R. Mahoney noted that her term ends at the end of June which will create an additional vacancy.  Mahoney offered to forward Chair Whitacre the press release that she submitted previously to the Post Messenger when recruiting new members.  
9. Public Comments.  The new location for the New Glarus Brewing Company will be opening to the public within the coming week.  There was a brief discussion about what the Town and Village of New Glarus have to offer visitors.  The Commission members thanked Mahoney for all her work and made special note of the success of the programming and grants that she spearheaded.
10. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, July 9, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership, Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Restoration of Gifted Land, Land Availability, and Updates: Website and Old Town Hall.
R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Sasso.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
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