
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, May 14, 2009
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson (7:03), Karen Talarczyk and Pete Shaffer
Also in Attendance: Adam Ingwell and Keith Seward (7:20 PM)
A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (4/09/09).  K. Talarczyk made a motion to approve the minutes; second from C. Sasso.  The minutes of 4/09/09 were approved unanimously as presented.  
3. Discuss Restoration of Gifted Land with Adam Ingwell.  Chair Whitacre introduced Mr. Ingwell and recapped prior discussion on this topic.  Mr. Ingwell briefly described his background, training, and job history.  Mr. Ingwell’s recommendation is to clear out the non-native species and to allow the herbaceous plants to emerge.  This can be done this summer and Ingwell suggests a controlled burn in the spring.  The group present watched some video of the machine at work while Mr. Ingwell described the process.  The cutting head is approximately five to six feet wide and is mounted to a machine the size of a Bobcat.  The cutting blades grind the plants and trees to the ground which disrupts the root balls to the point that little follow-through is needed with herbicide.  Ingwell estimates that the lot could be cleared in one day.  Enhancement reseeding is possible after a year’s time when the native emergence can be gauged. 

C. Sasso asked about the approximate costs for reseeding in order to budget for that future expense.  Mr. Ingwell estimated that seed mixes can range from $500-$800 an acre.  He believes that one to one-and-a-half acres will need to be cleared leaving approximately three to four acres that may need reseeding.  Mr. Ingwell stated that there are historical records that could be accessed that would show the use of the property in the past.  He sees a potential for the neighbors to assist with the controlled burn.  Mr. Seward asked what the neighbors would think of this proposition of clearing, burning and reseeding.  The group thought the response would be favorable, but thought they would be more concerned with the controlled burn.  K. Talarczyk noted that the NGFD can supervise burns at a rate of $35 per acre and a minimum of $200.  The quoted cost was $1,800 for the entire site.  K. Talarczyk noted that only $1,100 was set aside for the maintenance and restoration of the space in this year’s budget.  
R. Mahoney expressed her concern that the property is more a neighborhood park than a Town park; she asked if the neighbors would be receptive to people they do not know accessing the resource.  R. Whitacre recalled that prior discussions were focused on the preservation of the property, not the development.  Whitacre does not think that the proposed improvement to this small property will be of benefit to the neighbors who have their own land.  To him the emphasis is upon stewardship of the gifted land that has been entrusted to the Town.  K. Talarczyk moved to proceed with the proposed restoration as outlined in the presentation given by Adam Ingwell of Ec3 and to authorize the expense of $1,800 in spring/summer 2009; 2nd P. Schaffer.  C. Narveson agreed that the proposed restoration should include something for the Town residents such as trails or to be used as a community learning resource.  Mahoney believes that the restoration of property adjacent to the Parks Commission Chair might have the appearance of a conflict of interest.  R. Mahoney reasoned that this is the single largest expenditure for this Commission and perhaps the Parks Commission should seek advice from the Town Board.  
Town Chair Seward inquired about mature oak trees on the gifted land and was informed that there were many.  It was noted that by clearing non-native species additional daylight would allow for more oaks to flourish and accessibility for visitors.  Seward asked about enhancements such as picnic tables to allow a broader use than a restoration effort.  R. Whitacre thought that signage could identify trees, native grasses, and summarize the history of the property.  K. Talarczyk moved to amend the original motion to approve the proposed restoration for the use of the gifted land as a restored prairie space for all Town residents to share; 2nd P. Shaffer.  The amendment carried with R. Whitacre abstaining.  R. Whitacre had the group vote on the amended motion:  Approve the proposed restoration presented by Ec3 and to authorize the expense of $1,800 in spring/summer of 2009 for the use of the gifted land as a restored prairie space for all Town residents to share.  The amended motion carried with four in favor, one against, and one abstained.  It was noted that a representative from the Parks Commission will need to request $700 be transferred from another budget line or lines to add to the budgeted $1,100 for restoration of gifted land by the Town Board.
4. Spring Clean-Up Recap.  Chair Whitacre reported that although the event was rained out, several independent efforts had taken place.  K. Seward noted that he cleaned a quarter mile of Marty Road.  Steve Marty cleaned up a section of Legler Valley Road as did P. Shaffer and another neighbor.  N. Galhouse cleaned a portion of Kubly Road.  Others who had worked independently prior to the scheduled event were acknowledged in last month’s minutes.  K. Seward noted that there are problems with dumping trash along rural roads.  On a related note, he asked the group whether they would support ordinances that would address cluttered lots.  R. Mahoney did not think you can legislate for or against aesthetics, but that hazards would be easier to identify and regulate.  
5. Arbor Day Participation Recap.  R. Whitacre reported that the Arbor Day planting was successful.  The event was covered by the Post Messenger Recorder and the Town Parks Commission was singled out for their participation in Arbor Day planting the soccer field in the same issue.  
6.    Updates
a. Website.  Wright was successful in sending Eileen Horne the Park Plan, the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and the 2009 Budget for the Park.  Wright had not realized that she had discontinued use of her business email address.  The information is now posted on the Parks Commission website.
b. Trails and bike trails.  Wright shared a printed copy of a PowerPoint presentation given by a representative of Thrive as presented to the Green County Leaders group on March 11, 2009. The Parks Commission members present also shared a copy of plans presented by a UW student to the Village Board of development ideas for Backtown.  R. Whitacre noted that the proposed trail has a terminus at the Shooting Barn on County O.  Whitacre noted that if this aspect of the plan is developed then it might tie in well with the idea proposed by the Town Parks Commission to have a trail next to the Little Sugar River from Old Madison Road to the Village boundary.
c. Annual Town meeting discussion and motion regarding the Old Town Hall.  At the meeting held on April 14, 2009 one of the topics was about what possible purposes the Old Town Hall might have for the community and whether the Town should retain the Right of First Refusal.  K. Talarczyk noted that D. Hustad had amended the motion that the Town Hall should not be purchased without a specific use for the Town to avoid the possibility that it become a money pit.  There was talk about consulting with an architectural engineer to conduct a feasibility study as to the possible uses for the space and to determine the structural integrity, not to exceed $5,000 in 2010.    
d. Exeter Town Hall/Town Garage Referendum Results.  Chair Whitacre reported that the proposition was turned down by the residents of Exeter.  K. Talarczyk noted that a survey has been distributed to landowners to seek their ideas as alternatives to dealing with the many challenges presented by their current space.  Members reviewed a copy of that survey.
e. Regional meeting with information from Cara Carper.  R. Whitacre read aloud a reply from Ms. Carper.  For a variety of reasons the proposed regional meeting will most likely be schedule for this coming fall.
7. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research including Land Acquisition Guidelines for Local Governments.  There was no new discussion on this topic.

8. Membership.  P. Shaffer spoke to his neighbor Ellen Caskey.  R. Whitacre agreed to contact her to find out her interest.
9. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.
10. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, June11, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership, Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Restoration of Gifted Land, Land Availability, and Updates: Website.
R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Sasso.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 PM.
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