
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, April 9, 2009
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson, Karen Talarczyk and Pete Shaffer
A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (3/12/09).  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes; second from K. Talarczyk.  R. Mahoney noted that in item 3 the group will assemble first at the parking lot for the Town Office, 1106 Highway 69 for Spring Clean Up.  She also noted that the Culvers tokens had been returned by Nancy Galhouse and that R. Whitacre will approach Culvers for new ones.  The minutes of 3/12/09 were approved unanimously as amended.  
3. Spring Clean-Up Discussion.  C. Narveson and family cleaned along Durst Road and collected three bags of refuse.  K. Talarczyk reported cleaning along Kubly Road and filled one and a half barrels of recycling and one bag of trash.  Talarczyk has spoken to two neighbors to encourage them to clean along the edges of their properties as well.  R. Mahoney directed the members’ attention to a draft of a press release.  Mahoney asked for Whitacre’s help with a quote from him as Commission Chair.  Whitacre was fine with the quote attributed to him created by Mahoney as a placeholder in her proposed document.  Whitacre requested a final copy of the document which he will share with his neighbors in Windmill Ridge.
R. Mahoney reported that she had spoken to Beth Buesser, Administrative Assistant at the New Glarus School District Office to make sure that Mahoney’s proposed statement in her press release regarding student credit for service hours is accurate; Ms. Buesser agreed that it is.  Mahoney reported that Ms. Buesser phoned her back to state that Jeff Eichelkraut thought this would be a perfect student service project and that he will call Mahoney to get more information about this opportunity.  R. Mahoney reported that she had spoken to Park Ranger Steve Johnston about safety vests and pick up sticks.  P. Shaffer stated that if enough volunteers arrive some can be routed along Legler Valley Road in addition to Marty Road.  K. Talarczyk recommended adding another sentence to the press release for those unable to attend on April 25th to encourage them to collect trash independently.  Mahoney read aloud a passage from the proposed press release that implies such participation and it was agreed an additional sentence was unnecessary. 
P. Shaffer agreed to purchase some drinking water for volunteers, R. Whitacre will bring a camera to record the efforts of the volunteers, and R. Mahoney will bring clear bags for recycling materials.  
4. Arbor Day Participation Discussion.  R. Whitacre reported that had spoken with Village Arborist Paul Jennrich and that Jennrich will choose appropriate species for the location at the Valle Tell soccer field and possibly for Hoesly Pond which may be developed by the Village of New Glarus.  R. Whitacre read aloud a brief email from Jennrich regarding his commitment to inform this Commission of the species he purchases and encouraging member participation on the day of the planting.  It was noted that volunteers should arrive early around 7:00 AM on May 1, 2009 at the Village Garage to separate trees and to coordinate their delivery.  Afterwards at the Village Park Jennrich will give instructions on planting before the groups separate.  Chair Whitacre agreed to add the request for the $300 from the Community Projects Sinking Fund to the Town Board agenda for April 14, 2009.  R. Mahoney noted that the check should be sent to Paul Jennrich, not the Village of New Glarus as she believes it is illegal for one municipality to pay another directly.
5.    Updates
a. Website.  P. Shaffer reported that he has not submitted any new updates for the website.  Deputy Clerk Wright reported that he submitted the Parks Plan, 2009 Parks Budget, and Town Comprehensive Plan on March 18, 2009, but it apparently did not arrive by email.  Wright re-entered the KoNeko Multimedia email address in his Windows Mail account and resent the items earlier today.  K. Talarczyk stated that the New Glarus School District website has links to other community websites.  The group agreed that the Parks website is not ready at this time for such links, but agreed this option should be considered in the future.
b. Trails and bike trails.  C. Narveson has not seen a plan yet for the resurfacing of Zentner Road, but is not hopeful that it can be widened like Old Madison Road.  Whitacre reported that he had spoken to Beth Zurbuchen the President/CEO of the Swiss Center of North America.  There will be presentation June 6-9, 2009 on the red benches of Switzerland.  Whitacre gave a brief description of what the Center has to offer including a library and meeting room that are available during regular business hours.  One of the identified goals of the Center is to be a conduit for the exchange of commerce and technology between Switzerland and North America.  Connie Shomberg is the Center’s Business and Marketing Manager.  Funding comes from a variety of sources.
One of the identified short-term goals is to install a sign on the property.  Whitacre and Zurbuchen spoke about the property SCNA owns to the east side of County O, north of the Village of New Glarus for which they have no current need.  It is adjacent to the Little Sugar River and as such is a wetland, which may be available for purchase or host to a possible easement for a trail.  It was noted that the property owned by the Wilhelm Tell Guild is to the south opposite the Shooting Barn.  There was brief discussion regarding a possible trail from the western end of Old Madison Road south to the Tell Guild property.  
R. Whitacre recounted the brief discussion before the Town Board regarding the Babler property on County NN.  It was reported that Trustee Hoesly thought the property was near enough the New Glarus Woods State Park to be a needless duplication and expensive due to its location along State Highway 69.  There was also a brief discussion regarding the Roy Klitzke property that had been offered for sale to the Village of New Glarus at $6,000 an acre off of State Highway 39.  K. Talarczyk asked if the Village’s plans were on hold then would the Town be willing to consider it instead.  C. Narveson noted that any building by the Town on the site might be fraught with potential conflicts of interest as it is land needed to fulfill the open space requirement of the Town’s Code, which prohibits any buildings except agricultural structures.
R. Whitacre stated that he had met with Adam Ingwell Director of Commercial Land Management for Ec3 Environmental Consulting Group, Inc. to ask him what he would recommend for restoration of the piece of gifted land off Windmill Ridge Road.  Chair Whitacre presented a written evaluation of the property created by Ingwell that inventories the species of plants and trees.  The evaluation also makes a recommendation to remove most of the trees to increase sunlight to encourage the return of native species.  Ingwell further suggested use of a machine for removing and mulching the trees on site; the organic material would be allowed to compost on the property for one year before evaluating the next step.  There was brief discussion regarding whether resources are available to pursue this recommendation.  It was thought that this restoration of prairie and savannah could become a valuable local tool for education.
The unknown aspect of this proposal is that once the mulch has been allowed a year to compost what would be the next step would and at what cost.  Whitacre recommended inviting Ingwell to the next meeting to discuss his proposal and the possible options in more detail.
c. Exeter Town Hall/Town Garage Plans.  K. Talarczyk reviewed the mailing that she received and that had been scanned and emailed to the other members.  There was brief discussion regarding the Annual Meeting for the Town of New Glarus and the pending discussion regarding what residents want to do with the right of first refusal for the Old Town Hall on Second Street.  
6. Approve Final 2008 Budget to Actual.  R. Mahoney reviewed two proposals for representing the budget to actual figures for 2008.  The first option included the WEEB grant monies as Other Income that listed WEEB seminars expenses as normal budget items.  The second scenario separated out the WEEB monies and expenses from the rest of the budget.  C. Narveson expressed his preference the first option which he felt more clearly illustrates the number of seminars.  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the first option as the official record; 2nd C. Narveson.  There was no further discussion.  Motion carried.  R. Mahoney made a motion that the Parks Commission request that the Town Board add the surplus of the 2008 budget into the 2009 Town Hall/ Park Sinking Fund; second C. Narveson.  There was no further discussion.  Motion passed.
7. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research including Land Acquisition Guidelines for Local Governments.  See item 5(b) above.
8. Membership.  P. Shaffer mentioned his neighbor Ellen Caskey as a potential member that he agreed to approach to find out her level of interest and availability.
9. Public Comments.  R. Whitacre has not heard back from Cara Carper, but he has sent her an email requesting an update.  K. Talarczyk presented a postcard invitation for the Spring Open Woods on her property located on Kubly Road as a member of the Black Hawk Chapter of the Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association.  R. Mahoney suggested submitting a press release to the Post Messenger Recorder about this event.
Deputy Clerk Wright reported on his conversation with Jay Ferm at Planet Bike in Madison.  Planet Bike and Trek Bicycle both make contributions for perpetuating bike riding and riding/walking trails.  Wright asked Mr. Ferm for any leads on resources for trail development and/or spokespeople for trails that would be willing to educate the public.  Mr. Ferm recommended THRIVE.  Wright reported that his wife Denise Anton Wright is a member of Green County Leaders and that she has information from THRIVE that she received as part of a presentation.  Wright agreed to scan and send the information to the Parks Commission members.
10. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, May 14, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Spring Clean-Up Discussion, Membership, Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Discussion with Adam Ingwell Regarding Restoration of Gifted Land, Land Availability, and Updates: Website.
R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Sasso.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 PM.
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