
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, February 5, 2009
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson, and Pete Shaffer
Not in Attendance:  Nancy Galhouse and Karen Talarczyk
A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:01 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (1/08/09).  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes; second from C. Narveson.  R. Mahoney noted that in item 3 regarding the smaller amount of trash collected during the 2008 Spring Clean-Up probably had more to do with less trash to start with and no additional help than it did the weather; however, she did not recommend amending the minutes on this issue.  C. Sasso recommended rewording the seventh sentence of item 4 so that the meaning is clearer.  The minutes of 1/08/09 were approved unanimously as amended.
3. Spring Clean-Up Discussion.  Mahoney had brought the trash bags from last year’s effort that totaled approximately 60 in number.  C. Sasso stated that Earth Day will be on Wednesday, April 22, 2009 and noted that Easter is on April 12th this year.  After brief discussion it was decided to hold the cleanup on April 25, 2009 if it does not conflict with Spring Break at local schools.  P. Shaffer agreed to provide snacks for his crew.  R. Mahoney noted that last year the group met from 10:00 AM to noon.  R. Whitacre recommended consulting with the Town Patrolman for those roads most in need of clean up.  Mahoney noted in the January minutes that County H, Kubly and Airport Roads had been suggested.  C. Narveson noted that some county roads may have been adopted by other groups and recommends focusing on Town roads instead. 
P. Shaffer agreed to organize a group to clean along Marty Road if others agreed that it is a priority.  R. Whitacre recommended cleaning another road in a different location and offered Kubly Road as a tentative possibility.  After brief discussion it was agreed to have a crew work on Marty Road, without objection.  There was further discussion about cleaning along Airport Road, Pioneer, Valley View Road, and Village View Circle and what groups should be contacted for assistance including neighbors and youth groups.  R. Whitacre suggested doing one road well with the hope to inspire neighborhood groups to clean their roads independently.
4. Continue Discussion on Regional Meeting.   R. Whitacre reported that he had spoken with Cara Carper of the UW Extension.  She was unable to attend this evening but will attend the March meeting.  Chair Whitacre thought the group should draft a list of possible discussion topics including: parks, recreation and trails.   C. Sasso suggested sharing the purpose of the Commission as a means of publicly promoting the goals of the group.  Whitacre identified one possible outcome of meeting with Carper is for this group to become educated about Green County’s interests.  R. Mahoney stated that this is an opportunity to share the Town’s Park Plan and a list of the Commission’s accomplishments as well as future goals.  She also thought that the topic of Land Trusts should be discussed in hopes of building a broader base of support for this method of land conservancy.  Mahoney stated that she would like to see other surrounding towns work together to define mutual goals that might include a trail system or a shared park along a municipal boundary, and to find out what process would help bring a county park to our area.  C. Sasso thought that Carper may be aware of funding mechanisms that could make planned projects financially manageable.  There was brief discussion about how other communities have interpreted the goals of town parks.  R. Mahoney suggested inviting other leaders to meetings to start dialogues and to discover shared goals including but not limited to: the local Park Ranger, New Glarus Visions President, and the School Superintendent.  
5.    Updates
a. WEEB Grant.  The check has arrived and R. Mahoney sent an email to the Clerk/Treasurer to pay the Appraiser $75 for his efforts; Mahoney has emailed the appraiser to let him know of this disbursement.
b. Digital projector.  Deputy Clerk Wright received the projector and screen from MNJ Technologies Direct and has installed the screen on the wall.  Wright gave a brief demonstration of the projector using the laptop as the video source.  Mahoney suggested that the Town’s Insurance Agent be contacted so that the projector and screen are adequately covered.  Wright agreed to contact him; without objection.
c. Website.  P. Shaffer worked with Eileen Horn to establish active links to trail systems and sports and activities related to the Town.  After viewing the website with the new projector the group discussed what areas are still in need of development.  R. Whitacre agreed to work on the broad statement under the Welcome heading, without objection.
d. Trails and bike trails.  Chair Whitacre recapped what had been previously discussed.  There was brief discussion about whether Zentner can be widened in a manner similar to Old Madison Road.  R. Whitacre had not contacted the Swiss Center of North America but will do so before the next meeting.  
6. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  R. Whitacre reviewed an announcement from Cara Carper for workshops for preservation of farmland.  Whitacre read aloud the sponsors of a workshop held on February 4, 2009 in Janesville, WI that was attached to Carper’s letter.  Whitacre reported that he had spoken to Kris Young about the Babler property; she wanted to wait until she spoke with her sister before further discussion.
7. Public Comments.  R. Whitacre stated that he had spoken to Nancy Galhouse who commented that her work commitments were preventing her from attending and that she would be leaving the Commission.  Whitacre stated that he had asked her to submit her resignation in writing for consideration at the March meeting.
R. Whitacre reported that he had spoken with Adam Ingwell about assessing the gifted property in Windmill Ridge for the removal of invasive species and a controlled burn.

There was brief discussion regarding the joint letter from Keith Seward and Erwin Zweifel that appeared in the Post Messenger as well as a current letter to the editor.
8. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, March12, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Spring Clean-Up Discussion; Membership; Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Land Availability, and Updates: Website.
R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Sasso.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 PM.
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