Minutes of Town of New Glarus Planning Commission
February 19, 2004

ATTENDING:
R. Elkins, J. Ott, M. Renner, S. Wilde & P. Salter


ALSO ATTENDING:
Dean Streiff and Linda Kempfer-Disch

CALL TO ORDER: 
R. Elkins/7:04 pm – Swiss Miss Center 

PROOF OF POSTING:
Read by R. Elkins, confirmed by Clerk

Discussion/Action:
J. Ott moved to approve the minutes of 1/22/04, 2nd by M. Renner. Motion carried.

Discussion:
M. Renner spoke to the committee regarding appointment and terms of the planning members.  He explained that selection of the committee members is a duty of the Town Chairman.  Dennis Dorn will be replaced.   It will be recommended that members of the Town Board be appointed to serve as auxiliary committee members to ensure a quorum be met at each meeting.

Renner went on to explain that the Town Board would likely place a term limitation of 2 consecutive 3-year terms.  Once a person had served their two 3-year terms, they would be asked to sit out a year before requesting to serve on the committee again.

J. Ott expressed concern for the term limitation.  He noted the merit of the longer terms enabled the members of the committee to have a strong understanding of the process and planning background.  He also noted that by having shorter terms and one person choosing the members it would be easy to eliminate members with unpopular philosphies.

Member selection criteria would require candidates have a long-term commitment of residency within the township, be prepared to make the appropriate time commitment needed to attend regular Land Planning meetings as well as other meetings deemed necessary such as Smart Growth and Joint planning meetings with other municipalities.  In addition, candidates would be selected from a range of background, age, and experience. The candidate would further need to exhibit a sufficient level of intelligence toward the planning process and understanding of local and state ordinances.

Discussion/Action:
After a brief discussion the committee agreed that future meetings would be held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  The next meeting was scheduled for March 10, 2004.  Carried without objection.

Discussion/Action:
P. Salter swore in M. Renner and S. Wilde and witnessed their oath of office.

Discussion:
M. Renner reported that compliance had been met on moving the Sippy house.  Green County has doubled the cost of their permit fees as penalty for not following proper protocol.  F. Hankel of the Town will likely do the same.

Discussion:
Smart Growth discussion included completing the agricultural portion of the Comprehensive Planning Process worksheet.  The completed worksheets must be turned in by March 12.

The Smart Growth meetings are scheduled for the 4th Monday of each month.  Attendance of Planning Commission members was encouraged if possible. Future meetings were noted for scheduling purposes.

Discussion:
R. Elkins presented a written response from K. Seward regarding M. Renner’s undated response to his analysis.

Discussion:
There was little to report on the Weisenberg project.  It has been scaled back.

Discussion:
There was nothing new to report on the Swiss Center of North America.

Being no further business for the commission M. Renner moved S. Wilde 2nd to adjourn.  Motion carried 9:24 adjourned.


Respectfully submitted,

P. Salter
Clerk

