MINUTES

FEBRUARY 2, 2004

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Mark Renner (Chairman), Dean Streiff (1st Supervisor), Ken McKenzie (2nd Supervisor) Nita Durst (Treasurer), Pattie Salter, (Clerk) and Ben Schwoerer (Patrolman)


ALSO ATTENDING:
Robert Elkins, Herb and Emma Nelson and Patrick O’Brien

CALL TO ORDER: 
Renner/7:00 pm – Swiss Miss Center 

PROOF OF POSTING:
Read by Mark Renner, confirmed by Clerk

Discussion/Action:
Minutes were submitted for approval.  Ken McKenzie moved to approve minutes of 1/5/04.  Dean Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Action:
Treasurer submitted bills for payment.  Ken McKenzie moved to approve checks 12049-12091.  Dean Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.  

Public Comments:
Clerk read a letter from Doris Klassy thanking the board for allowing her to serve as poll worker.


Mark Renner vacated Chair to make a public comment.  Ken McKenzie assumed chair for portion of Mark’s comment.  


Mark wished to comment information found in the most recent edition of the Post Messenger, letters to the editor regarding significant development in the Town of York and an extensive article found in the most recent edition of The Swiss French Connection, published out of Belleville which documented the significant numbers of developments in Verona and South (including Oregon, Verona, Paoli, Belleville, New Glarus and Monticello.)


Mark did a bit of research on the figures reported and found that the studies used were based on studies that measured the cost of gaining part of land use that involved people and the land use that did not involve people.  (farm/ag land vs. residential) The impact on tax base would differ greatly.  Mark wanted to caution the board that when reviewing this type of information for use on setting policy for our own land use plans to be sure to look at the basis of these studies to ensure our actions are based on facts and are not arbitrary.


No action was necessary.

Discussion/Action:
Patrick O’Brien came before the board to ask that Kennebec road be closed for the following accusations:

1. Unusual amounts of illegal activities

a. Trespassing

b. Deer Shining/deer poaching (during the hunting season)

c. Safari-style hunting where large trucks are crossing the road at high speed in pursue of deer onto CRP protected land.

2. ATV, Snowmobile & 4-wheel Drive vehicle off-roading

3. Destruction to natural habitats and secondary habitat for park animals.

a. Quail

b. Pheasant

c. Turkey

4. Prairie grasses have been destroyed.  Thistle and burrs have taken over where the grass once was.

5. Potential liability to land owners and pedestrians

Patrick suggested the following potential solutions:

1. Higher Liability Insurance

a. Higher Liability Insurance

b. More Patrol

c. Have property owner’s pay for damages.

Mark explained that Kennebec Lane is an official Town Road and would not be liable for any injuries caused by unlawful use or misbehavior of persons on public highways nor can adjacent landowners be held liable for the use of their property by criminal trespassers. 

As this was the first time this issue has been brought to the attention of the Town Board, it would be necessary to contact the Green County Sheriff’s Department to establish a history.  The DNR should also be contacted in regards to the possible CRP Land violations.  Patrick should also work with Herb and Emma Nelson (in absence of their son) to resolve any possibility of unlawful involvement of their son’s tenants.  Patrick should also begin to chronicle any observed wrongdoings with dates, times, photographs, etc. 

The Clerk will notify the Green County Sheriff’s office to relay the complaint.

It was also noted that a Township could not vacate a road based solely on the complaint a neighbor among other requirements the Town would require the express written consent of the landowners of right of way property.

Discussion/Action:
Mark read WI Stat. 60.32 regarding Compensation of elective town offices.  It was noted that historically board members were compensated a per diem for attending both local land planning meetings as well as town board meetings.  


Mark noted that Pattie has been asked to attend land planning commission meetings to record the minutes.  It was decided that this was a necessary activity preformed on behalf of the Town and therefore Pattie would be paid a per diem for this service.


As far as appointment of Land Planning Commission, the statute states that the town board chairman would appoint them.  Board members may serve on any appointed commission, but at least 3 non-board members must serve on the commission.  Mark has appointed himself to serve on the commission.


After a brief discussion, Ken McKenzie moved that if a town board member is specifically requested to participate in a meeting, then they would be entitled a per diem.  Dean Streiff 2nd.  The motion carried.

Discussion/Action:
Ken felt that the Land Planning Commission should be given a per diem for their efforts.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to defer the Land Planning per diem until Mark and Pattie could explore funding options.  Without objection land planning compensation will be tabled to the March meeting.

Discussion:
Ben is out plowing tonight, but a report has submitted.  In addition to his normal duties, Ben has been working with Exeter on tree trimming and servicing equipment.

Discussion:
Chairman’s report - Mark reported that the Land Planning Appointments should be clarified in our ordinance.  Five members have been re-appointed to the Land Planning Commission and include:  Robert Elkins, John Freitag, John Ott, Mark Renner and Keith Seward.  Dennis Dorn will not be re-appointed.  Sheri Wilde may also be re-appointed.  Mark is recommending that there be term limitations adopted where no appointed member be allowed to serve more than 2 terms or 6 years with 1 year off.  They would then be allowed to re-apply if so desired.

Discussion/Action:
Pattie submitted a driveway refund requests for D & M Homes for driveway at N7404 High Prairie Lane.  Dean Streiff moved to approve the refunds Ken McKenzie 2nd.  Motion Carried.
Discussion/Action:
Pattie reported that she and Dean would be attending the WI Towns Association Capital Day.  Mark moved to pay them a per diem to attend, Ken McKenzie 2nd.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Action:
The Town is in need of two poll workers, one to replace Alleda Gerber and the other to replace Jane Martinson.  Pattie would like to advertise the position in the Post Messenger.   Request passed without objection.

Discussion:
Pattie noted that National Voter Registration is in the works.  She attended a workshop in Monroe.  Mike Doyle from Green County has committed to the data entry, but as the deadline of 2005 approaches new computer equipment and faster internet connection will be needed.  Clerk was asked to provide the board with quotes from TDS DSL and Charter Cable connection.  Clerk will report findings at the March meeting.


We will need to keep in mind that in the future we will need to appoint a licensed election official to serve at each election.  This person will need to be sent to a training class and may be required to pass a test.  This person must be a registered town resident.

Discussion:
Mark reported that he had been approached by a resident whose fence line had been moved as the result of a new survey the new line is encroaching on their property.  He referred them to the Surveyor and State Attorney Generals office.

Discussion:
Mark noted that John Freitag had sent an alert from WDOT regarding the Joint Committee for the Review of Administrative Rules (“JCRAR”).  Without objection the board referred the document to the Land Planning Commission for review and comment.

Discussion:
Mark attended the open meeting in Belleville regarding the Highway 69 project.  He reported that no re-routing will be necessary.  They’re rationalizing all access points, animal crossings, etc.  The project does not pertain to the Green County section of Hwy. 69.

Discussion:
Pattie provided each board member with a copy of the Disaster Mitigation Plan provided by Kent Anderson.  The Board members are asked to review the documentation and we’ll discuss it at our March meeting.

Adjourn 9:00 Ken McKenzie, Dean Strieff

Pattie Salter, Clerk - 040202 Minutes
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