MINUTES

11/16/04
Regular Town Board Meeting
Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Mark Renner, Dean Streiff, Ken McKenzie, Pattie Salter, and Ben Schwoerer, Nita Duerst
ALSO ATTENDING:
Kevin Krysinski, Brian Remer, Peggy Kruse, Darrel Weber, Chris Narveson and Linda Kempfer-Disch
CALL TO ORDER: 
Renner/7:00 pm – Swiss Miss Center 

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.
Discussion/Motion:
K. McKenzie moved D. Streiff second to approve Minutes of October 5, 2004. Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
D. Streiff moved K. McKenzie second to approve Minutes of November 1, 2004 Budget Discussion. Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
N. Duerst submitted accounts payable for dispersements, noting that Payne and Dolan has a payment due in the amount of $81,592.89.  K. McKenzie moved D. Streiff 2nd to approve check #12442-12462 for general dispersement and checks #12436-12440 for payroll.  Motion carried.
Motion:
Without objection meeting recessed to budget hearing 7:30 p.m.  


Reconvened:
Regular Town Board reconvened 7:50 p.m.

Discussion/Motion:
P. Salter submitted assessor’s contract for 2005 ($8,000) for approval.  K. McKenzie moved to approve, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion Carried

Discussion/Motion:
A payment request for work completed on Titus lane ($700) from Green County was submitted for payment.  K. McKenzie moved for payment, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
Board approval was sought for payment of work done on Legler Valley Road by Payne and Dolan.  The total invoiced amount was for $82,898.05; Jim Peck of Vierbicher and Assoc. recommended that the town withhold the 10% retainer ($1,665.16) until we are sure the grass is growing and the erosion control fabric is keeping the ditches from eroding (May 2005).  K. McKenzie moved to pay Payne and Dolan $81,592.89, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
Board approval was also requested for the New Glarus Fire District Budget.  The Fire Districts total fire budget is $110,000 with the Town’s portion set at $32,724.  D. Streiff moved to approve their budget as presented, K. McKenzie 2nd.  Motion Carried.
Discussion/Motion:
In addition, board approval was needed for the New Glarus EMS Budget.  Their total budget is $255,848 with the Town’s portion set at $14,863.  K. McKenzie moved to approve their budget as presented, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion Carried.

Discussion/Motion:
P. Salter submitted requests for driveway deposit refunds to The Woodtick for W5729 and W5727 Co. H.  K. McKenzie moved and D. Streiff second.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
Clerk presented the board with a letter of complaint filed regarding a non-compliant fence between his property and that of Norma Mauer.  After lengthy discussion K. McKenzie moved for fence review.  D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.  M. Renner will draft a letter to Ms. Mauer with instructions to replace the fence along her boarders to code.  If she fails to correct the situation the board will replace the fence and she will be charged accordingly.


P. Salter submitted correspondence from Leo Sweeney requesting a fire number.  Without objection the request is to be forwarded to Green County Zoning.


Other correspondence included a solicitation for an Au Pair/Exchange student from John M. Walker of Zurich Switzerland.  Without objection the correspondence will be forwarded to the New Glarus High School.
Discussion/Motion:
P. Salter reported on the Employee Trust Fund’s buy back program.  Board members expressed that because past salary adjustments had been made to accommodate retirement pay, they did not feel that committing to a 100% buy back of prior service.  Although it was too late to participate in the current open enrollment, after a brief discussion K. McKenzie moved to support a commitment of a 50% buy back of prior service with an approximate cost to the town of $40,446.  D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.  Clerk should contact the Employee Trust Funds to determine first opportunity to enroll.  Kevin Krysinski should also be notified and the Clerk should look further into funding through the Public Lands Commission for 2006.
Discussion/Motion:
P. Salter also reported that according to Roger Mulkuhk, of Rural Insurance in order to participate in a group HSA you need 2 or more employees to join.  Roger also stated that although Blue Cross, Blue Shield did offer HSA’s for single coverage they have a 2 page health questionnaire attached to them and if we were declined insurance through normal avenues, we would more than likely be denied for this as well.


Without objection the board instructed the clerk to engage in a HSA through Employee Trust Funds if available within our $5,105 budgeted amount.  Pattie should work with M. Renner on this.

M. Renner recommended that the Town establish a full line item in the budget to cover the cost of insurance for a new employee.  Even if the employee does not participate in the plan it would benchmark the funds for any future needs.

Discussion/Motion:
Without objection meeting extended 15 minutes.

Public Comments:
There were no public comments.
Chairman’s Report:
M. Renner noted that there was nothing new to report on Smart Growth Planning.  The Land Planning Commission is currently working on the Land Use Planning portion of the project.
Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner reported that resignation had been received and accepted from Ms. Sherry Wilde from the Land Planning Commission.  In the Spring of 2005 there will be an addition 2 seats available to the commission as Robert Elkins and Keith Sewards terms expire.  Without objection the clerk was instructed to place an ad seeking replacements for the 3 seats.  The ad should include qualification requirements and request for resumes.

M. Renner also reported that resignation was received and accepted from Susan Cosgrove from the Parks Commission.  Without objection the Town will solicit her replacement through the Post Messenger as well.
Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner reported that grants were available for watershed flooding problems.  He recommended that the board consider a joint application with the Village of New Glarus to address the problems associated with the Duerst Valley watershed abatement.  Motion carried without objection.
Discussion:
M. Renner noted there is a joint meeting with the Village scheduled for December 14 to review remaining library issues.

The next Smart Growth Meeting is scheduled for November 27.

Patrolman Report:
Ben was out sick, but wanted to let the board know that work on Titus Lane should be completed tomorrow.
Adjourn 9:30 p.m. D. Streiff, K. McKenzie.

Pattie Salter, Clerk
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