Town of New Glarus

Budget Workshop Meeting

Monday, November 1, 2004
Members present:  M. Renner, Ken McKenzie, Dean Streiff, Pattie Salter, Nita Duerst

Guests: Kevin Krysinski, Craig Galhouse, Jim Mielke, Denise Antone Wright

M. Renner called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.

Proof of Posting read by M. Renner
Discussion:
Kevin Krysinski presented a possible budget for 2005.   Insurance coverage was discussed.  Kevin pointed out that the Towns budgeted amount of $5,100 for health insurance is not enough to cover single family coverage.  This is an area the Town will need to address.  If the town were to pay the $5,100 out directly to an employee it would be considered taxable income.  M. Renner recommended that the board find out if there is a health savings account or a 125 plan or a combination of the two would be available.  Motion carried without objection.

Since the Clerk has not received any insurance compensation she has paid all family healthcare costs out of pocket.  Mark suggested that the Town find a way to pay out some or all of the budgeted amount to reimburse these expenses.  


Salary adjustments will be addressed at the Budget Hearing.  Kevin was asked to get COLA figures to Mark.


Also discussed was the retirement buy back.  It was decided that the clerk should gather the buy back figures at 25%, 50% and 100%.  She will also find out if the amount could be paid off in a lump sum.  If the Town decides to adopt the buy back we would look into using a loan through the Public Lands Commission.

M. Renner reported that $10,000 should be budgeted to cover Parks Committee expenses.


If the Library referendum goes through an additional tax levy of 1.3 Mill would be divided between the Village and Town of New Glarus.

The additional expenses should be included in the Tax Levy rather than reduce our fund balances.

Public Comments:
Denise Antone Wright  presented a request to the Town of New Glarus for a special library line item in the amount of $10,000.  Kevin noted that this was included in the 2005 proposed budget.

Discussion/Motion:
After lengthy discussion, Ken McKenzie moved to accept Kevin Krysinski’s budget recommendation.  Total Budgeted Revenues of $719,818 and Total Budgeted Expenditures of $719,818.  D. Streiff 2nd. Motion carried.


A Public Hearing date was set for Tuesday, November 16th at 7:30 p.m.   The proposed budget is attached.

Discussion/Motion:
A Special Town Meeting of the electors of the Town of New Glarus will follow the Budget Hearing to approve the 2005 Town Highway Expenditures, the 2005 budget of which is $365,957.  The Board will also seek approval to adopt the 2005 tax levy to be paid in 2005.  2004 Town Tax Levy Proposed is $4.39 per $1,000 assessment.  This is down from the 2003 Town Tax Levy of $4.54 per $1,000 assessment.

Adjourn 8:55 P.M.:
D. Streiff moved for adjournment; K. McKenzie second. Motion carried.  

041101 budget workshop minutes 

