MINUTES

12/07/04

Regular Town Board Meeting

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Mark Renner, Dean Streiff, Ken McKenzie, Nita Duerst, and Ben Schwoerer

ALSO ATTENDING:
Tawni Stenberg, Jeff Johnson, Sherry Wilde, David Hustad, Darrel Weber, Todd Schluesche, Judy Babler, Terry Babler, Chris Narveson, Steve Wisdom, Roy Kempfer, and Wayne Duerst.

CALL TO ORDER: 
M. Renner/7:01 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

Discussion/Motion:
K. McKenzie moved D. Streiff second to approve Minutes of November 16, 2004. Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
D. Streiff moved K. McKenzie second to approve Budget Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2004. Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
D. Streiff moved K. McKenzie second to approve Special Town Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2004. Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
Without objection, item 3. “Concerned Citizens of Duerst Road” was moved to after item 4. “Neuchatel Development” as requested by Todd Schluesche.

Discussion/Motion:
Schedule of public hearing relating to Preliminary Plat approval.  Preliminary plat consultation has been completed at the Planning Commission level and it has been referred back to the Town Board.  M. Renner recommended a special town meeting for the hearing.  K. McKenzie moved D. Streiff second to hold the hearing on Monday January 17, 2005 at 7 pm. Motion carried.  

Copies of the documents will be made available prior to the meeting at the library and the town hall.  Objections and all related evidence should be presented in writing for due consideration.  The Town Board has 60 days to review documents.  The date of the hearing may be changed to allow adequate review of the materials that have not yet been received.  

The hearing date is for the receipt of materials and the decision may be made by the board at a later date.  Approval may be complete, partial, conditional, or rejected.  

Sherry Wilde noted that she is paying for the review of the documents by the town engineer; however that does not include any documentation of objections or any documents submitted by the Concerned Citizens of Duerst Road.  

Discussion/Motion:
N. Duerst submitted accounts payable for disbursement checks 12468-12490 for approval.  K. McKenzie moved, D. Streiff second.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
In the absence of the Clerk, Treasurer N. Duerst submitted driveway deposit refund for Bill Farris at N8497 Zentner Road.  K. McKenzie moved, D. Streiff second.  Motion carried.


Membership in the New Glarus Chamber of Commerce was also presented for approval.  D. Streiff moved K. McKenzie second.  Motion carried.

Chairman noted new Officers for the Township will take office on April 19, 2005.  Caucus date in January for election slate for all elected positions must be made. K. McKenzie moved, D. Streiff second to hold the regular board meeting on Wednesday, January 12, 2005, at 7pm.  Motion carried.  K. McKenzie moved, D. Streiff second to hold the caucus on Wednesday, January 12, 2005, at 8 pm following the regular board meeting.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion on insurance HS-P and HS-A regarding out-of-pocket medical expenses.  Without objection, this item will be listed as part of the budget meeting agenda.  

Public Comments:
Steve Wisdom asked about the Extra Territorial Zoning Commission process as it relates to new developments like the Neuchatel development.  A meeting for the joint commission will probably be set for January 10, 2005. The Neuchatel development was submitted for preliminary approval before the Extra Territorial Commission was established; therefore, the process has already begun.  Concerns from the commission and the New Glarus Village will be given due consideration when submitted to the town board in an appropriate fashion.  


Steve Wisdom also asked about the Extra Territorial Zoning Plan and Smart Growth.  The town has consistently provided timely responses to these issues, and has repeatedly pressed for movement by the village and Extra Territorial Commission on creating a plan under the two-year timeframe required.  The village has been given a courtesy contact for the preliminary plat review in the absence of an Extra Territorial Plan.  The hearing on January 17, 2005, will be the forum for accepting the comments from the village.  

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion regarding the Mauer fence review request.  A neighbor is concerned about legality and condition of the fence as well as its ability to contain livestock.  Without objection the fence review will be conducted at 8am on Saturday December 11, 2005, at N9503 County Hwy O.  The review is a public meeting.

Discussion/Motion:
David Hustad submitted a certified survey map and asked for approval of a 2.25 acre parcel split off of his 122 acre farm.  K. McKenzie moved and D. Streiff second to approve.  Motion carried.  Chairman signed document.  

Chairman’s Report:
Discussion setting a policy for regular hours to allow public to review documents.  Currently, documents will be made available 48 hours after receipt of written requests.  The clerk may, but is not obligated to, consider an e-mail as a written request, to the best of her ability to provide the requested documents.  


Discussion regarding Smart Growth and land planning issues.  Documents have been received from the Southwest commission.  Planning commission will consider the responses and edit accordingly.  There will probably be a meeting of the Southwest Regional commission in early January.  


There are vacancies on the Planning and Parks commissions.  M. Renner has received some resumes.  He noted that he will be considering a balance of persons who serve on the commissions.  


Without objection the terminal meeting for the budget reconciliation and final disbursements of 2004 was established as December 30, 2004 at 7 pm.  


Titus Lane and Legler Valley Road projects appear complete for the township portions.  Mrs. Crawford will be notified by the town clerk that she is responsible for any runoff damages to the roadway until her portion of the project is complete.  

Patrolman Report:
A boom truck is needed for tree work.  B. Schwoerer has contacted a vendor and will confirm if rates are portal to portal.  


There are 14 roads that have names on the map but still need signage.  Without objection, B. Schwoerer was directed to get the signage as a matter of public safety.  


A question regarding the requirement of a guardrail to be placed on the road to be taken over from Mr. Dahlk was raised.  It was determined that the guardrail was required before the town would receive the road according to the town minutes of November 6, 2003.  


Snow removal personnel and equipment were discussed.  Half of the township culverts, approximately 250, have been cleared.  


Load limit signs will go up in March.   Exeter Township road was discussed as a possibility for a class B load limit.  This item will be placed on the January agenda.  

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion regarding ordinances for abandoned vehicles and vehicles placed for sale on the public parkways.  This will also be placed on the January agenda.  
Adjourn 9:01 p.m. Ken McKenzie, Dean Strieff.

Tawni Stenberg, Deputy Clerk
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