MINUTES

01/17/05

Public Hearing for Neuchatel Development 

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Mark Renner, Dean Streiff, and Ken McKenzie.

ALSO ATTENDING:
Tawni Stenberg, Nita Duerst Jeff Starz, Brian Jeglum, Kevin Funseth, Judy Babler, Terry Babler, Tom Pinion, Eric Thompson, Sherry Wilde, Darrel Weber, Suzi Jarowiak, Jim Mielke, Linda Kempfer-Disch, Todd Schluesche, Sally Jeglum, Paul Chapman, Carl Marquart, Linda Marquart, Chris Narveson, Willis Disch, and Penny Kruse.

CALL TO ORDER: 
M. Renner/7:00 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner noted that the meeting would be in session until 9:00 pm.  M. Renner polled the board members to insure that there are no conflicts of interest. There were no conflicts. 

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner said that anyone wishing to have a private conversation during the hearing should leave the room.  He also clarified that the purpose of the hearing is not to approve or deny the application at this time.  The purpose is to provide necessary and relevant information for the Town Board to make its decision at a later time.  M. Renner also cautioned that the audience or the board members should not interrupt persons presenting their information. He noted that the board members would have an opportunity to ask questions afterward

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner gave the sequence of events as follows:  The developer would be able to present information, the Town Board members would be able to ask questions, the public comments would be given from the sign-in sheet and allowed five minutes each, finally there would be a period for others to speak or ask questions.  

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner called on Sherry Wilde to present.  She turned her presentation over to Tom Pinion and Eric Thompson of MSA Engineering firm.  Tom Pinion presented the preliminary plat noting that they followed all Department of Transportation and state standards.  Eric Thompson presented the storm water management plan which includes 4 pond retention areas and roadside ditches.  He noted that they followed all NPDES and WPDES standards, including post development discharge rates, water quality treatment, and the two exemptions for infiltration based on soil classification and shallow rock type base.  Eric Thompson also noted that all of the pond areas show an improvement in discharge rates and that a level spreader device is used to further improve flow rates and impacts, which he indicates concurs with the Town Engineer recommendations.  Tom Pinion further noted that the development would be of rural character with open ditches, in agreement with the Town Engineer, and that all applicable standards are met or exceeded.  Tom Pinion also noted that the developer and his company plan to be in this area for a long time, and want to make this area something they could all be proud of.  Sherry Wilde also noted that the 28 lots would have duplexes or condos on them, allowing for possible single- family homes as the demand presents itself.

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner asked the board for questions.  Hearing none, M. Renner proceeded to the public comments.  He noted that anyone needing more than five minutes to speak should ask to speak at the next meeting.  It was noted that a person may not give his or her five minutes of comment time to another person.

Public Comments:
 Jeff Starz provided written comments of opposition and said that his personal interest is in the Duerst Road corridor.  He would like to request a thorough study in coordination with the village to come up with a management plan to reduce or eliminate current problems.  He wants a condition to be placed on any plat approval.


 Brian Jeglum, a Duerst Road resident, spoke against this development as being too massive.  He said that demand is irrelevant.  He is concerned that allowing this development will allow other undesirable developments to be built.  He is also concerned about topography and the trees.


Terry and Judy Babler, members of the Concerned Citizens of Duerst Road, spoke out in opposition because they are directly and seriously affected.  They are very concerned about the septic systems, the pipe and easements.  They do not want to grant easements.  They do not want a detention pond.  


Jim Mielke spoke out regarding the village’s approval of a plan for the extra territorial (1-1/2 mile) area.  He said that Midstates has not responded and failed to mention that the village has to approve plan for storm water.  He echoed Jeff Starz’s comments, and spoke about the 56 dwelling units.  He voiced concerns about the ages of the residents and the impact on the schools.  

Jim Mielke also agreed to forward correspondence regarding the village plan to the Town Clerk for M. Renner to review.

Linda Kempfer-Disch requested a longer time to speak at a later date.  She provided written opposition comments.  She was concerned that there was inadequate time for review as the plans and documents were only taken to the library on Thursday.  She noted that additional copies should be provided to allow enough for review.  She also said that a date and time frame should be set to turn in materials to be reviewed.  She was concerned about being able to check out the documents for the review.  She said that the developers should have submitted all items requested.  She said that all of the concerns and items from the engineer listed in the October letter have not been met.  

M. Renner said that Linda Kempfer-Disch could submit any copies of ordinances she may have for consideration as an amendment to the town’s ordinance. 

Keith Seward said that he opposes the development due to James Peck’s topographic and sewage considerations.  He said that Lime rock presents a difficulty to add sewer service pipes later.  He said that there are 15 items that are not addressed or provided, and that the August letter presented problems that were not addressed. He said that the review of three items from the December letter, Section 15-4-3 approval section of the code, said that the preliminary or final is not approved if adequate sewer and parks are provided and no public funds already provided.  He said that a number of questions have not been answered and asked if capital from town had been addressed for maintenance, fire, and other services.

Todd Schluesche provided a packet of information and objections.  He said that the time tonight does not allow for adequate discussion tonight.  He asked for a longer time to speak at a later date.  He said that the meeting tonight was not properly noticed.  He said that landowners within 600 feet of the abutting land should be given notice of the hearing.  He said that copies of the notice received on Friday for a meeting on Monday was not reasonable.  He said that the date of receipt of the notice, Friday, the weekend days of Saturday and Sunday could not be counted, and holiday days, today is Martin Luther King, Jr.’s holiday; therefore, in effect, no notice had been given, and indicated that this was a standing objection.  He said that their concerns were not being addressed.  He said that the people opposed should have items addressed and copies reviewed and asked for a hearing for opposing parties to have experts speak on their behalf. 

Sally Jeglum said that she oppose the development due to storm water issues.  She would like something more compatible with three-acre lots and not the mass density here.  

Paul Chapman said that he believed the development would happen because it’s legal.  He said that the zoning commission did not have these people there to make the rules that could have prevented some of this.  He is also concerned about the septic.  

Carl Marquart, resident of Spring Valley Estates, spoke in favor of the development.  He said that there is a need for the development.  He said that Sherry plans responsibly.  

Chris Narveson spoke about his concerns.  He said that there was too little interaction with the town engineer and the public.  He said that Mr. Peck has asked to be invited.  He also that there was a lack of discussion with the town lawyer.  He said it doesn’t seem fair.  He said that objections needed to be submitted in writing but that pro comments don’t.  He said Mr. Marquart’s area is not at all like this one.  He talked about putting a detention pond on a hill overlooking others’ properties. He asked about silt and infiltration.  He noted an example from a different location. He questioned the overflow going into someone’s house.  He said that the map should show other houses and properties around.  He noted the elevated nitrate and atrazine levels that this development will impact.  He also provided written comments. 

Chris Narveson agreed to provide letters from the hydrologists he mentioned to the town clerk. 

Penny Kruse, resident of Duerst Road spoke about her concerns that every change in the valley impacts the flow at their corner.  She listed several examples of changes and impacts, including videotapes of the flows.  She said that there is nothing wrong with the people who just show up at the public meetings and that their voices are just as important as anyone else’s.  

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner polled the persons who asked for more time to establish a length of time for the next meeting.  Todd Schluesche will inform the town clerk or the town board chairman of the other speakers they would like to include and the time frames that they would need.  Todd Schluesche also said that they want any materials ahead of time with an amount of time for review.  Sherry Wilde said that she provided the materials to the town clerk on November 11, 2004.  

Discussion/Motion:
K. McKenzie said that he was not happy with the information flow.  He would like to see the information to review.  He said that there was not enough time.  He was not pleased with being copied on shared information.  He definitely would like to have the town engineer present at the next meeting.  He would like to set the next meeting in at least three weeks to allow for proper posting and notices.  D. Streiff would like to see the documents ahead of time also.  Without objection, a second meeting was scheduled for February 21, 2005, at 7 pm.

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion regarding the town ordinance language that does not specify time frames or numbers of copies was held.  M. Renner noted that the reference provided by Todd Schluesche was helpful.  M. Renner also noted that the town clerk followed the town ordinance, but that there could be other considerations made.  Linda Kempfer-Disch asked a question regarding keeping the tape recordings of meetings.  She agreed to show a state statute regarding the taping of meetings to the chairman.  

Discussion/Motion:
K. McKenzie wants to be certain that all relevant materials have be sent to the town engineer for review.  He also wants the town attorney to review the documents and attend the next meeting, and would also like to have a copy of his own to review before the next meeting.  

Discussion/Motion:
Nita Duerst asked how many septic systems and wells would be put into the development.  Sherry Wilde said that although there would be up to 56 dwelling units, they would only have one septic system and one well per lot, or 28 of each. 

Discussion/Motion:
Without objection, M. Renner called the meeting into recess at 8:35 pm, to reconvene at 7 pm, February 21, 2005.

Tawni Stenberg, Deputy Clerk
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