MINUTES

03/23/05

Regular Town Board Meeting

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Mark Renner, Dean Streiff, and Ken McKenzie, 

ALSO ATTENDING:
Tawni Stenberg, Linda Kempfer-Disch, Chris Narveson, and Keith Seward 

CALL TO ORDER: 
M. Renner/7:15 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

Discussion/Motion:
M. Renner noted that this was a special meeting, so no minutes would be approved. 

Discussion/Motion:
K. McKenzie provided background on his contacts with legal counsel and other representatives following the March 1, 2005, Town Board meeting.  K. McKenzie moved to seek to engage the Boardman, Suhr, Curry, and Field Law Firm of Madison to represent the Town per the recommendation of the insurer.  D. Streiff second.  Motion carried.  

Discussion/Motion:
Chris Narveson asked about the special meeting that is posted for Tuesday March 29, 2005.  M. Renner clarified the parliamentary rule that allows the Motion to Reconsider, and that it can only be addressed in a public meeting with the body that caused the action.  He noted that the applicant, Sherry Wilde, is the one who may ask for the motion to be considered.  M. Renner also noted that a special meeting is required because the Motion to Reconsider must be considered by the body which had acted, therefore the sitting board, must be the one to address the issue.  He also clarified that other parties may not be on the agenda to speak with regard to the motion, since the motion is an action internal to the board deliberation.  He also noted that Sherry Wilde requested the meeting and agreed to extend the time frame in writing.  

Discussion/Motion:
Mr. Richard Lehmann of the Boardman, Suhr, Curry, and Field Law Firm of Madison arrived as a guest speaker and introduced himself.  

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion was held regarding the calling of a closed session to provide instruction for the procedures for the special meeting.  It was determined that there has been an active, verbalized threat of litigation in a public setting, which provides grounds for the closed session.  There will be a one hour closed session prior to the special meeting on March 29, 2005.  

Discussion/Motion:
Chris Narveson asked Richard Lehmann about their group getting on the agenda to speak against the Motion to Reconsider.  Richard Lehmann said that public comment on the motion would not be allowed on the agenda unless the board requests it during discussion on the motion.  Chris Narveson said that only posting the agenda without publishing it in the paper, while legal, appears to be “backdoor politics”.  M. Renner said that the paper is always noticed of all the meetings and agendas, but that it is up to the paper whether or not they publish them.  M. Renner said that not all the notices are published.    

K. McKenzie asked if Sherry Wilde had a right to speak on the Motion to Reconsider.  Richard Lehmann said that Sherry Wilde does not have a right to speak at the special meeting regarding the Motion to Reconsider, unless the board requests it during discussion after the motion has been made and seconded.  

D. Streiff asked what happens if the Motion to Reconsider is not made.  M. Renner said that if the Motion to Reconsider is not moved and seconded, then the original action is upheld.  M. Renner also said that the Motion to Reconsider does not erase the original motion, but only brings it back to the table for a vote, either for or against.  

Discussion/Motion:
Discussion regarding the 120-day issue was held.  M. Renner clarified the determination by Town Attorney Dale Hustad at the March 1, 2005, Town Board meeting that the Town Board was well within the 90-day process per state statute to act due to the submittal on December 7, 2004, by the developer’s engineer. Discussion and review of actions made regarding this issue was held.

Discussion/Motion:
 Without objection, it was agreed by the members of the board to allow Richard Lehmann to borrow the Town Clerk’s file on the development, noting that the Town Hall will not be open with public hours this week due to the Town Clerk’s absence. M. Renner also noted that the documents are available to the public at the village library.  The file will be returned to a board member on Friday, March 25, 2005, to be put back in the Town Clerk’s office.  

Discussion/Motion:
The Deputy Clerk will re-post a revised special meeting agenda.  

Adjourn 8:05 p.m. K. McKenzie, D. Strieff second.

Tawni Stenberg

Deputy Clerk
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