MINUTES 

07/26/06

Regular Parks Commission Meeting 

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center, 1001 Hwy. 69S, New Glarus, WI at 7:00 p.m. 

Attending:  
Commission members:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Jeff Klossner, George Albright, Tawni Stenberg, and Carol Holmes.  Also present:  Keith Seward in capacity of Town Chair and Pete Shaffer.  

Call to Order: 


Karen Talarczyk called the meeting to order at 7:10. 

Proof of Posting: 

Proof of posting was duly noted. 

Appointment of Scribe: 
 
Carol Holmes was appointed scribe for this meeting. 

Adjusted Agenda: 

Karen requested that we revise the agenda to allow Keith 
Seward to provide some information.  The group concurred 

with the adjustment.

Discussion:
Keith Seward explained that he had received communications concerning passage of SB681, a new law that eliminates the option of being able to charge an impact fee of developers for activities/projects that are outside the subdivision that they are developing.  Though New Glarus Town does not currently assess an impact fee this had been viewed as a potential new revenue stream to support Parks and Recreation initiatives.  He further explained that section 66.0617 of the statutes require that a public facilities needs assessment must be done prior to imposing the fee and that the use of the fees would need to be explained.  Rita Mahoney offered additional information from a number of sources related to the use of impact fees and this particular legislation, i.e. a newsletter from Boardman Law Firm, information from the Legislative Reference Bureau, and policies in effect in Brookfield, WI.


There was consensus that this new legislation clearly was more restrictive for Towns than previous statutory language had been, and it was likely initiated by developers.  The group also concurred that, although the work that had already been done by the Commission offered the information that was expected in an assessment, there would likely be need to hire a credentialed engineering firm 

Discussion: 


Pete Shaffer, home owner on Ashley Lane, was present and 

expressed an interest in joining the board in the future or at least becoming involved with projects of the Commission.  He shared his background and the fact that he had worked for a few years for the Parks Commission in Geneva, IL.  The group encouraged him to write the appropriate letter of application to the Town Board and provided him with a sample letter. 

Discussion/Motion: 

Rita Mahoney moved and Jeff Klossner offered a second 





for approval of the June 28th minutes with the revisions 

provided that stated that Rita had made the motion to adjourn with Jeff providing the second.  They were unanimously approved. 

Motion:
At 8:15 George Albright made the motion that the Commission go into closed session to address the minutes of the 4/26 regular meeting.  Rita Mahoney offered a second, and this unanimously passed. 

Discussion/Motion:
Language at the beginning of the minutes was revised to state simply “T. Stenberg reported that she resigned as Deputy Clerk for the Town.”  The minutes resume with the sentence beginning with “She apologized for not having the minutes prepared…”  Rita moved to amend the minutes, and George offered the second.  These revisions were unanimously accepted.  The Commission moved back into open session at 8:30. 

Discussion/Next Steps: 
Karen identified the need to set priorities for the remainder of this year and for 2007.  She stated that the next meeting has to be dedicated to establishing revised priorities in light of the projected monetary limitations.  She also stated that it is important for us to determine how to best use that which is in the budget for the remainder of the year.  Karen agreed to tabulate and communicate the budget status at the current time, and all members agreed to come to the next meeting with their priorities and draft proposals for addressing the priorities.  The group agreed that the priorities as identified on page 32 of the plan are no longer relevant as prioritized.  Communication about the Parks Commission Plan and collaboration with the village appear to be eminent needs.  


Informational Items: 
Rita distributed a variety of pieces of information that she has gleaned: A listing of the Wisconsin Towns Web Sites, a variety of pieces of materials related to Tree City, USA, and the 2006 Summer Programs offered by Friends of New Glarus Woods State Park.  

Adjourn: 


At 9:10 Jeff offered a motion to adjourn, Tawni provided a 





second, and the group unanimously approved the motion. 

