
MINUTES

07/12/2006
Board of Review
Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board of Review Members: Keith Seward, Chris Narveson, Dean Streiff,  Bob Elkins

Clerk:  Nita Duerst, 

ALSO ATTENDING:
Rita Mahoney, Craig Galhouse, George Siekut, Matt Streiff, Grace Colden, Ken Colden, John Ott, Ben Schwoerer, Todd Duerst and Dale Hustad 
CALL TO ORDER: 
K. Seward/7:20 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

ACTION:
Nita Duerst was sworn in as the Clerk for the Board of Review.  
CLERK INTRODUCTION OF CASE:  


Kenneth and Grace Colden


W5427 Highland Drive


New Glarus, WI 53574


The Tax # for this property is 23-024-073.0280


This property has been classified for assessment purposes as residential


The 2006 value in the assessment roll is:


Land:
$63,000

Improvements:
$482,100


Total assessment:
$545,100


See attached Objection Form for Real Property Assessment

ACTION:
Swear in Ken and Grace Colden

CLERK STATES THE NAMES:  Ken and Grace Colden

PRESENTATION OF CASE BY: Ken and Grace Colden

DISCUSSION:
Assessment has increased by $202k.  Increased 47% from the prior year assessment.  Three years ago it was assessed at $375k.  Address K. Seward’s question regarding insurance of $487 on the structure not including the land valued at $65k.  Showed comparable properties that they (Colden’s) put together.  

ITEMS PRESENTED AND ATTACHED FROM KEN AND GRACE COLDEN:


2 comparable properties from the area that have sold in recent months
PRESENTATION OF CASE BY : Craig Galhouse, Assessor
DISCUSSION:
An explanation of the assessment processes was done.  He presented the models used in his process.  He presented Sales comparables, property records and market valuation detail.  His assessment is as of January 1, 2006.  

ITEMS PRESENTED AND ATTACHED FROM CRAIG GALHOUSE, ASSESSOR:


Sales comparables on 4 homes (pictures and a summary sheet)


Property records on the property at W5427 Highland Drive owned by the Colden’s


Market Valuation Detail as of January 1, 2006


8:00 pm
K. Seward asked for any more discussion.  None was noted.

K. Seward closed the testimony

Deliberation among the Board Members:


Chris Narveson – realizes softening of the real estate market.  He noted that everyone in the process should be bearing an equal amount of the taxes if they are all assessed to the same standards.


Dean Streiff – same as Narveson.


Bob Elkins – Feels that the assessment was done fairly.  To reassess one would not be fair to the rest.  


K. Seward – asked if more evidence of an error.  None was given.

Motion:
C. Narveson made a motion to modify the assessment by exercising Board of Review judgment and discretion, pursuant to Sec. 70.49 (9)(a), Wis. Statutes stating that he felt the Assessor’s valuation was incorrect; that the taxpayer had presented sufficient evidence to rebut the presumption of correctness granted by law to the Assessor; that the taxpayer’s valuation is reasonable in light of the relevant evidence; and moved to set the new assessment at:

Land:
$63,000


Improvements:
$468,000


Total:
$531,000


Motion died for lack of a 2nd.

Motion/Action:
K. Seward made a motion to affirm the assessment, that by exercising its judgment and discretion, pursuant to Sec. 70.47(9)(a) of the Wis. Statutes the Board of Review, by majority and roll call vote did determine that the Assessor’s valuation is correct; that the Assessor presented evidence of the fair market value of the subject property using assessment methods which conform to the statutory requirements and which are outlined in the Wisconsin Property Assessment Manual; that the taxpayer did not present sufficient evidence to rebut the presumption of correctness granted by law to the Assessor; that the Assessor’s valuation is reasonable in light of all the relevant evidence; and did sustain that the same valuation  as set by the Assessor; D. Streiff 2nd.  Roll call vote: R. Elkins - Aye; D. Streiff – Aye; C. Narveson – Aye. Seward – Aye.  Motion Carried.


Nita Duerst and Craig Galhouse completed the Notice of Board of Review Determination.  N. Duerst will mail a Certified/return receipt copy to the Colden’s.

CLERK INTRODUCTION OF CASE OMITTED PROPERTY 2004 & 2005:  


Daniel R. Ferguson/Lynda M. Askey


W5242 Windmill Ridge Road


New Glarus, WI 53574


The Tax # for this property is 23-024-009.0800


This property has been classified for assessment purposes as residential



The 2004 value in the assessment roll is:


Land:
$37,600

Improvements:
$200,000

Total assessment:
$237,600

The 2005 value in the assessment roll is:


Land:
$37,600


Improvements:
$223,700


Total assessment:
$261,300

PRESENTATION OF CASE BY : Craig Galhouse, Assessor

DISCUSSION:
A review of assessment records revealed that the value of improvements of the tax parcel had incorrectly been omitted from the 2004 & 2005 property tax bills.  The tax bill listed an assessment value for land only.  It did not include their house or other improvements.  C. Galhouse explained that Wis Stat statue 70.44(1) authorizes the assessor to value omitted improvements in order to correct the tax roll.  
ITEMS PRESENTED AND ATTACHED FROM CRAIG GALHOUSE, ASSESSOR:


Letter to the Ferguson’s explaining omission – dated 11/29/05

Letter to the Ferguson’s detailing corrected values – dated 06/17/06


The Ferguson’s were not present to appeal the findings.  K. Seward asked for any more discussion.  None was noted.


K. Seward closed the testimony


The Assessor’s corrections were accepted without objection.

Adjourn 11:00 p.m. C. Narveson moved, D. Streiff second.

Nita Duerst, Treasurer
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