Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, August 24, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Attendance:  Commission members: Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, George Albright, Jeff Klossner, Carol Holmes, Tawni Stenberg.  Also present: Pete Shaffer
Meeting called to order by K. Talarczyk at 7:05 PM.
1. Proof of proper posting was duly noted.
2. Approved Minutes of 07/26/06 meeting, as corrected; motion by T. Stenberg, seconded by R. Mahoney.

3. K. Talarczyk discussed Commission Membership.  Pete Shaffer will send a letter of intent to become a Parks Commission member to P. Salter before the Town Board meeting scheduled September 5, 2006.  P. Shaffer will replace Linda Kempfer-Disch for a 6 year term.
4. K. Talarczyk discussed elections.  After multiple nominations that were declined, K. Talarczck nominated Jeff Klossner who agreed to the nomination as Chair.  T. Stenberg seconded the nomination and moved to close nominations; G. Albright seconded. The membership took a vote and unanimously elected J. Klossner as Chairman.
T. Stenberg nominated R. Mahoney as Vice-Chair and G. Albright seconded.  T. Stenberg moved to close nominations and G. Albright seconded.  R. Mahoney was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair.

5. K. Talarczyk read aloud a letter from Carol Holmes recommending joining powers of the Town, Village and School District for the Fall 2006 Regional Planning Conference.  Key members in the Vision group and former member of that group had some suggestions for the Park Commission.  They provided information from a celebration for Charlie Workman as a possible model for a successful gathering.  Members discussed the problems of finding a space for a large gathering of interested members.  A parent with longstanding interest in the community is interested in assisting in with the Conference.
6. The membership discussed consideration of a Grant Application to NG Community Foundation (Due 9/30/06).  Members expressed the need to focus the scope of their vision in order to create a successful application.  K. Talarczyk feels the Parks Commission needs to include the Village and the schools in the dialogue, placing educational emphasis upon whatever was decided.  The grant monies, if awarded, would need to be spent in one calendar year, from November 2006 to November 2007.  Funds, if awarded, could be used towards one of the many efforts the Parks Commission decides to use to get a consensus of the community interest in their plan and goals—such as a Fall 2006 Community Planning Conference involving Town, Village and New Glarus Schools: or as a means to create visibility of the Parks Commission efforts—such as marking points of community historical significance such as marking New Glarus Townships country schools or former Cheese factories.  A related informational flyer could also be created to direct visitors to those points of interest.
7. The membership discussed the use of remaining balance of the Parks Commission 2006 budget.  R. Mahoney shared a two-page set of proposed ideas for the use of the remaining budget.  Vital to her proposals was an effort to make the Parks Commission more visible education was vital.  R. Mahoney then referred back to the first page with a specific breakdown of how she would like to see monies spent.  One of the ideas was to create a Community Park Sinking Fund with a goal of contributing 20% of the annual Parks budget to this fund.  Another point was focusing upon building a Village Skating Shelter, paying for half of the estimated cost, approximately $1,000.  R. Mahoney thought Dunnell Kendrick Parker could facilitate communication with area 4th graders in the community for a tree planting to commemorate Arbor Day in 2007.  She also discussed creating a 2 hour seminar with the assistance of Pam Foster, Program Coordinator of Gathering Waters, a state organization of land trusts.  R. Mahoney procured a list of property owners of 35 or more acres from the Town Clerk as a possible mailing list to attend a Private Land Conservation Seminar.  A reasonable response of those 130 invited might be 40 able to attend.   Possible places to meet are the High School commons area (that requires a fee) or the Community Room at the New Glarus Public Library.  Perhaps a second meeting could be scheduled to discuss the economic impact that land donation would entail.  K. Talarczyk thinks more time might be required to unpack this idea so that it doesn’t conflict with the goals of the Fall 2006 Regional Planning Conference.  Some members wondered if some discussion of the topic over a longer span of time might make it more palatable so that landowners aren’t approached with the idea cold, potentially alienating them.  R. Mahoney volunteered to produce drafts of letters and fliers for the Parks Commission to consider by the next meeting.
On the Village website there is a Parks and Recreation tab with information, staff, park locations, hours for the pool, shelter rental information and links to other activities whereas the Town’s website provides a more modest list of information.  Members questioned whether a link could be included on the Town website to provide access to more information. 
Another possible use of funds is to help pay for the basketball courts added to the Village Park.
8. T. Stenberg motioned to forward the remaining agenda items for the next meeting.  G. Albright seconded the motion. 
9. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 13, 2006 at 7:00 PM.  Agenda to include work on the Grant Application and more talk about the concept of partnering with Gathering Waters for an informational seminar.  Discussed and revised short and long term Parks Plan priorities.
10. Motion to adjourn: T. Stenberg motioned to adjourn and J. Klossner seconded at 9:10 PM.  Motion carried.

