
Town of New Glarus

Planning Commission Minutes

Tuesday, August 22, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Attendance:  Keith Seward, Reginald Reis, Duane Sherven, John Freitag, Dean Streiff, Chris Narveson, John Wright, Deputy Clerk
Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM.

1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Chair.

2. Approved Minutes of 07/20/06 meeting, as corrected, motion to approve by John Freitag, seconded by Reginald Reis, motion carried.
3. K. Seward moved that discussion about the Rebecca Hauser Land Division Consultation be deferred to a later date due to the absence of Ron Fuhr.
4. “Open Space” discussion:  K. Seward presented the Planning Commission with notes he had drafted and wanted discussion/impute from the Planning Commission members present.  Some issues may eventually be included in the Ordinance.  The current description was shared with members.  K. Seward presented the following ideas that he worked on with the assistance of Robert Elkins:

Permitted







Agricultural Uses:  fences, gates, water 
structures, ponds, pumps, pump houses
and windmills, pole buildings used for farm
storage

Utility (structures):




 
Poles, wires, transformers, switches,



street lights, transmission lines, sub-
stations, pedestal and ground mounted
transformers, cell towers and associated
equipment structure

Portable, non-permanent structures:

Tents, campers, gazebos, portable toilets,
and R.V. campers

Recreational Uses:

Tennis courts, shooting ranges
(rifle, handgun and shotgun), park shelters,
parking lots, roads and road signs

Active Uses:

Agriculture production, agricultural 
Storage, hunting, fishing, snow mobile
trails, parks

J. Freitag said that he believed that a building permit had not been required for agricultural buildings in the past, but none of the members present were certain of current requirements.  Discussions turned to hypothetical situations including what would happen upon sale of a property that included structures used at one time for agriculture were now used for a different purpose; would they still be considered part of open space.  Another potential gray area discussed was how would horses be treated—as agriculture or recreation?  Pole buildings, it was decided, should be described as an agricultural structure.  Other hypothetical situations discussed questioned what would happen if someone sold mineral rights or allowed stone to be quarried;   would that section of land still be considered as open space?  ATV or snowmobile trails if open to the public are recreational, but if money is exchanged for its use then does it automatically become commercial?  Some argued that cell towers and accompanying structures would be commercial property because it generates revenue for the landowner, whereas other utilities, because of imminent domain, would remain classified as open space.  Another topic of discussion concerned large hunting shacks, intended for recreational use, which could easily be considered the size of a small home: is that still part of open space because they are used seasonally?  Concern was expressed over property owners that have paths for horseback riding and charge for its use: there is no structure (other than paths or trails), but it has the appearance of being commercial use rather than remaining open space.
The membership came to the consensus that although the current ordinance is vague, any attempts to be more specific might create more problems than it solves.  Those temporary uses of property such as corn mazes, horse shows, and tractor pulls on properties may require a temporary permit, but the ordinance is fine as it currently is written.
5. K. Seward read the D.O. T. letter Re: Spidahl Road Comments.  Jim Peck has filled out the application for the Town of New Glarus and is waiting Spidahl’s plans.  Upon receipt of the plans from Spidahl, J. Peck will complete the application, which the Land Planning Commission will review before it submitted to the Wisconsin D.O.T.
6. K. Seward reported that Kris and Penny Kubly consulted the Village of New Glarus as directed by the Town concerning their driveway application for property adjacent to the New Glarus High School.  The Village did not oppose the proposed location of an outlet south of the High School onto 2nd Avenue; they considered this property as part of the Town. Members were provided a copy of the letter from the Village of New Glarus to Kris and Penny Kubly dated August 1, 2006. C. Narveson provided members with a large copy of the Plat of Survey of the property for each member to review.  The Kublys are working with the Town’s Building Inspector, Fred Hankel, in their attempt to build a driveway that is near the south edge of the school property.  Fred didn’t think the process would be difficult.  Members continued to express concerns that the proposed drive to the northeast edge of the property was an access to the Kubly property, too narrow for a fifteen foot easement, not allowing adequate space for emergency vehicles and would, therefore not be considered a legal driveway.
7. Report on ways business is impacted by new families, by Reg Reis was postponed to a future date, possibly the next Planning Meeting.
8. Public Comments: C. Narveson wondered whether the new voting equipment would create a paper record.  The answer will require contacting Green County, possibly during staff training on August 30, 2006 for the new ADA voting equipment.
Next meeting set for Thursday, September 21, 2006 at 7:00 PM.  Agenda to include report on ways impact fees may be used, presented by K. Seward.

Motion to adjourn by C. Narveson, seconded by D. Streiff.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Not Permitted


Rental Storage Spaces


Garages and auto storage structures


Commercial residential on industrial


structures


Occupied structures












