



VILLAGE OF NEW GLARUS

SPECIAL JOINT PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING

WITH TOWN OF NEW GLARUS PARKS COMMISSION

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM

December 11, 2006        

1. Approval of Agenda: Chairman Lloyd Lueschow called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. with a quorum of both committees present. Village Committee Members present were Village Erwin Zweifel, Lloyd Lueschow and Darrel Weber.  Town Commission Members present were Karen Talarczyk, Pete Shaffer, Rita Mahoney and Jeff Klosner.  Others: Administrator Nicholas Owen.  Motion by Darrel Weber, second by Karen Talarczyk to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.

2. Approval of Minutes of the 5/12/05 Meeting: Motion by Rita Mahoney, second Darrel Weber to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

3. Pool House Renovation: Lloyd Lueschow provided a brief background on the pool house renovation.  Currently the Village has enough money in a sinking fund to pay for the design, but would like to wait until there is enough to fund the entire project before moving forward with the design.  That is estimated to take one or two more years.  In the meantime the Village will continue to fund the annual upkeep of the pool and pool house.  Rita Mahoney asked what other than a fiscal contribution the Village would like from the town?  Mr. Lueschow stated that currently the plan is to design the renovation as an expansion based on anticipated needs, the Village would be interested in any ideas the Town has regarding the upgrade of the facility.  Jeff Klosner asked if the High School has pool facilities or if it is in the school’s long range plan.  The group stated that they do not have pool facilities now, and it is unlikely that they will add them in the future.  Mr. Lueschow said he thinks the pool house renovation project will wait until we see what the school plans are. Karen Talarczyk stated that she feels this is an excellent opportunity to show cooperation between the Town and Village in planning and fund raising.

4. Hoesly Pond Improvements: The current plan is to use the Hoesly Pond as an ice skating facility.  The future plans are to place a shelter or gazebo and picnic facilities on the site.  Currently there are no plans for playground equipment, but that could be added if there is a need.  In the Village’s 2007 budget there is $500 designated to have a park plan designed by UW Students.  Jeff Klosner has been developing preliminary plans for the site as a project.  Mr. Klosner feels this would provide a starting point.  Mr. Klosner said that from his initial research he feels the main problem with the site will be access across the highway.  He will provide more information at the next meeting. 

5. Parks and Recreation Operation Budget: A copy of the Parks and Recreation operation budget will be available at the next Village Parks and Recreation meeting the Town Committee members.  For 2007, the operating budget is just under $120,000.  

6. School Sports Complex:  The New Glarus School District has purchased land along 2nd Street for a sports complex.  The village has indicated that they would be interested in participating with the process of developing a sports complex.  Pete Shaffer stated that he had assisted in developing a sports complex in Illinois and could provide contacts for gathering information.  

7. River Walk Project: The Village is interested in developing a River Walk along the Little Sugar River as part of the redevelopment of the “Backtown” area.  The first stages of this plan are underway, with the start of the streambank improvement project on a section of Village owned land.  The town mentioned that Hans Lenzlinger also mentioned the possibility of having a walkway along the Little Sugar from Old Madison road, as an alternate way for people from that area to come into the Village.  The Town has budgeted money for consulting fees for developing walkways and trails that could be contributed to this project.  

8. Next Meeting:  Next meeting has been scheduled for January 18, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. to be held at the Town Hall.   

9. Adjournment:  Motion by Erwin Zweifel, second by Darrel Weber to adjourn. Motion carried.  Time 6:35 p.m.

Nicholas Owen, Village Administrator
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