
Town of New Glarus
Parks Commission Minutes
Thursday, February 22, 2007
7:00 P.M.
 
Attendance:  Commission members: Jeff Klossner, Karen Talarczyk, Carol Holmes, Pete Shaffer, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.  Not in attendance: Chris Narveson and Rita Mahoney.
 
Meeting called to order by J. Klossner at 7:05 PM.
1.       Proof of proper posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
 
2. Motion to approve minutes of 1/11/07, made by K. Talarczyk; seconded by P. Shaffer.  K. Talarczyk noted under the Public Comments item that the figure of $21,000 should read $20,000 instead. Minutes approved with the noted correction without objection.  Motion to approve Special minutes of 2/12/2007, as they stand, made by K. Talarczyk; seconded by J. Klossner.  Special minutes approved without objection.
3. Review/Action on 2007 Goals.  K. Talarczyk shared information from a recent Monroe Times article entitled “A Frozen Field of Dreams”.  The article provided details about an ice skating rink in Juda that was the product of a community service learning activity.  The project was partially funded by a national grant.  Students of three grades, 6th, 7th and 11th, made the decision about the rink.  A minimum of 75 students volunteered for a minimum of 20 hours to support running the operation.  They received a $7,500 Civic Connections Grant.  Talarczyk liked that it was inclusive, was a positive contribution to the community and that thought that similar activity here could be facilitated by the Parks Commission.
P. Shaffer asked if Hoesly Pond has many skaters.  J. Klossner thought that Hoesly pond was spring fed and he has seldom seen skaters there.  Flooding a flat plain with water would be a safer option in his opinion.  Klossner stated that as he understands the Village’s intent, they want to erect a small warming shack that blocks some wind and has benches for changing into ice skates.  He also thought they had discussed adding an accessible pier for fishing in warmer weather.  P. Shaffer stated that he thought the pier would make fishing with young children an enjoyable and manageable experience for a family.  The members present thought if our local schools don’t encourage service learning perhaps that could be done formally or informally.  The members thought this could be a way for the Parks Commission to assist in community projects that are developed in a grassroots manner.
C. Holmes brought up the low-cost, high visibility adopt-a-road community project that is listed as a goal in the 2007 Parks Budget.  J. Klossner mentioned the potential liability issues if this is pursued along town and county roads.  Holmes stated if this could not be an ongoing project it could be a weekend opportunity for the community to get involved in local beautification.  Holmes went on to propose a spring workshop for naturalizing private lands and/or building birdhouses.  She stated that if someone came from the Audubon Society to speak, she could contact many retired people from the community to assist others in the construction of the bird houses.  Holmes thought that local lumber yards may be willing to donate scrap lumber that could be cut by volunteers prior to their assembly at the workshop.  J. Klossner thought that a simple kit might be more appropriate for younger participants.  Members discussed the possibility of the Parks Commission partnering with the Friends of the New Glarus Woods through Dunnell Kendrick Parker to do projects that involve the community.    Deputy Clerk Wright stated that he had participated in a one-day opportunity for community artists to paint or draw the prairie at the invitation of Kendrick Parker.  It was a no-cost project that brought like-minded individuals together to utilize a local, natural resource.

K. Talarczyk stated that she could contact Ray Amiel, the Green County Forester, if she is given a date, time and place for a proposed workshop.  After brief discussion it was decided that a date in early April would be ideal.  J. Klossner thought the event could be advertised through the community bulletin board in the New Glarus Public Library and through the school district.  Laura Eicher, lead teacher for the New Glarus Elementary, was mentioned as the contact person if the Parks Commission would like to send information to parents.  Information would be included in the students’ Friday Folders: these are sent home each week with school and extracurricular information.  Similarly, Tom O’Brien is the contact for the 6-12 students who receive information through a monthly newsletter and through postings on the 6-12 website.  J. Klossner noted that these forms of advertising would probably attract children from the Village as well; all present agreed that this crossover would be ideal and would represent the partnering the Parks Commission is advocating.
C. Holmes voiced that the Commission should determine what sort of information is to be presented on the proposed website before approaching Tom O’Brien and technology students for their help.  C. Holmes described her vision of a Parks Commission newsletter that could include interviews with older members of the community.  P. Shaffer wondered if the newsletter would be quarterly or semi-annual.  C. Holmes thought that this year might have just two issues.  The newsletters would not go home with the school children; it would be a direct mailing to people in the Town.  K. Talarczyk and C. Holmes agreed to work independently on ideas that they would submit at next month’s meeting.
4. Membership Updates.  C. Holmes spoke to a local couple about serving on the Parks Commission and has not heard back from either of them yet.  No other members present had information on membership to share.
5. Review of 2007 Budget Resolution Regarding Parks Commission Sinking Fund(s) from the Town Board.  J. Klossner reviewed the Resolution dated 2/6/07 with the members present.  C. Holmes noted that the money had not been allocated to the Village for 2007, but set aside in a Town fund and will be released at the end of the year.  
6. Discussion/Action for Recommendation to Town Board Regarding the Purchase of the Old Town Hall from the New Glarus Town Hall Preservation Society.  K. Talarczyk stated that the Parks Commission was requested by the Town Board to render an opinion about the purchase of the building and to report back their findings to the Town Board.  Chris Narveson sent Deputy Clerk Wright an email addressing his opinion in his absence:
My opinion on the Old Town Hall is that it is a beautiful historic building.  As far as making it a Town Hall for us now would take away from its historical value.  We would need to make a significant remodeling to use it.  As for a park use, there is merit in this but I don’t believe it fits our vision for parks.  Unless there is movement from what the Parks vision is, my recommendation is to let it go.  I would be curious on what the other future plans for the site are and whether that would change anyone’s position.

J. Klossner thinks Parks could use the space a few times a year, but realistically it has drawbacks for daily use including inadequate parking.  If it were purchased and was part of the National Registry there were doubts expressed about how easily it could be sold if the Town’s needs changed in the future.  J. Klossner summarized the member’s opinion that the space could be utilized in a limited way by the Parks Commission, yet the Commission does not recommend purchasing it to fulfill their needs.  It was agreed that because C. Narveson is on both the Town Board and Parks Commission he should deliver the Park Commission’s decision at the Town Board meeting on March 13, 2007.
7. Discussion/Action on Participation in Safe Routes to School Planning Grant, Due 3/16/07.  After brief discussion it was agreed that the school district should be made aware of this opportunity and that the Parks Commission is willing to assist them in this matter.  
8. Public Comments.  No public comments.
9. Schedule next meeting and agenda items:  Discuss/Approve Potential Newsletter Content, Report on Service Learning, Adopt-a-Road, Naturalizing your Property workshop, Partnering for Marketing with Friends of the New Glarus Woods and the Public Library, A Schedule of Spring Projects.  The next meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, March 14 at 7 PM.
10. Motion to adjourn: C. Holmes moved to adjourn and K. Talarczyk seconded at 9:00 PM.  Motion carried.
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