
Town of New Glarus
Parks Commission Minutes
Wednesday, March 14, 2007
7:00 P.M.
 
Attendance:  Commission members: Jeff Klossner (7:05 PM), Karen Talarczyk, Chris Narveson, Rita Mahoney, Carol Holmes, Pete Shaffer, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.
 
Meeting called to order by Rita Mahoney at 7:03 PM.
1.       Proof of proper posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
 
2. Motion to approve minutes of 2/22/07, made by K. Talarczyk; seconded by C. Holmes.  Minutes approved with the noted correction: remove the sentence fragment at the end of item 5.  The minutes of 2/22/07 were approved as amended without objection.  Review terminology used in Special Parks Commission meeting (2/12/07).  The members reviewed a printed copy of the email sent by Kim Tschudy to K. Talarczyk dated October 12, 2006.  K. Tschudy uses the phrase “right of first refusal” in this document, which confirms its use in the minutes from the Special Parks meeting on 2/12/2007.  R. Mahoney noted that a bona fide offer has not yet been presented to the Town for them to declare the right of first refusal.  The members asked for the Deputy Clerk to find the original contract with the Old Town Hall Preservation Society to confirm that the Town of New Glarus has the right of first refusal; if so, the members agreed, the Town Board should be made aware of this fact so that legitimate offers to the Old Town Hall Preservation Society are brought to the Board’s attention.
3. Discuss/Approve Town Newsletter Content.  C. Holmes presented the idea of entitling the Commission’s newsletter “New Glarus Town Views”: the name implies both the visual meaning as well as personal opinions.  She went on to propose columns that feature life from the past in this community.  She would like to conduct Interviews with Bob Hoesly, Roland Hustad, and Morris Marty as a starting point for describing recreation in the past with reflections of how that has changed through time.  Conservation and land preservation has changed as well, noted K. Talarczyk, and she stated that both topics would be appropriate for additional or future articles.  
C. Holmes contacted Paul Jennrich about Arbor Day.  Each year the Village co-sponsors tree plantings with residents along the right of ways of streets.  She had thought that plantings around Hoesly Pond would be appropriate, but after speaking with Lloyd Lueschow the property there will not be ready for another year.  L. Lueschow thought tree planting might be appropriate along the edge of the soccer field behind Roy’s Market on Elmer Road.  C. Holmes offered hardwood trees that need to be thinned from her property that her son-in-law had planted.  The size of the trees, it was decided, would probably require a considerable effort to move.  Finding dirt to fill the resulting voids would present another complication.  C. Holmes then suggested consulting Jennrich or Ray Amiel, as suggested by K. Talarczyk, about the purchase of trees that could be co-sponsored by the Town Parks and the Village.  She further suggested that the newsletter could solicit tree donations from local residents.  C. Narveson thought that some people might be willing to donate a tree if it also had a memorial marker to commemorate a loved one.  Klossner noted that once a tree is planted then someone has to be responsible for keeping it properly watered.
Chair Klossner stated that there were no objections noted about the proposed content of C. Holmes’ newsletter.  He opened the discussion on the topics of format, timelines, distribution and funding of printing and mailing.  The members present agreed that Parks had earmarked funds for a newsletter in their 2007 budget.  Klossner suggested that the newsletter be added as an agenda item for the April 10, 2007 Town Board meeting.  He further suggested that the costs of printing and mailing costs should be estimated and presented to the Board along with a projected distribution date.  Members discussed format options, including: printing on both sides of a legal-size paper or a folded 11”x17”page, not to exceed two pages; a tri-fold design that can be easily mailed.  Several options were discussed regarding a masthead design that would reflect the community.  C. Holmes agreed to contact Chuck Phillipson, an area photographer, about the possible use of his work.  It was agreed, without objection, to form a subcommittee that would work independently on the first newsletter.  C. Holmes and K. Talarczyk agreed to work together towards the goal of presenting a mock-up at the next meeting.
4. Report/Action on Adopt-a-Road Project.  C. Holmes stated that she has not received a figure for the actual mileage yet for Town roads, but she has contacted Virginia Schween, Troop leader for Junior Girl Scouts, and Roxanne Klossner from the local 4-H.  The members present discussed the possibility that the bright green safety vests and signs could be purchased through donations.  C. Narveson noted that part of the Town budget covers signage and might be available for this type of project.  He personally thinks the expense is a general one rather than specific to the Parks budget.  There was discussion about what an ideal target date would be: spring break for the schools, Easter, Memorial Day, and Mother’s Day were all taken into account.  C. Narveson thought that listing names of those committed to each stretch of road might be an incentive for others to join.
Deputy Clerk Wright reminded the members present about using the Friday Folder option to contact school children Pre-K-5 and the online newsletter for students and their parents at the 6-12 levels.  Perhaps, he suggested, the information could include what ages are appropriate, how many adult volunteers are needed, appropriate clothing and how and who to contact.  The members present requested that Wright email an attachment that includes the contact information that he had provided in paper form.  Narveson recommended having the Town Patrolman Dennis Nielson identify areas that have the most trash problem.  C. Narveson agreed to act as a representative for the Parks Commission for the April 10, 2007 meeting.  J. Klossner thought that an additional Parks Commission member should be present as well.  Narveson volunteered to loan vests and other equipment until Parks requests their own from the Town Board.  Narveson suggested that when a road and date are chosen, the home owners along that road should be identified so that they know what is going on and to expect extra bags along established trash pick up points.  April 21st or 28th were both considered as possible dates.
5. Report/Action on “Naturalizing Your Property” Workshop.  K. Talarczyk provided the members present with a photocopied article from the Associated Press written by Dean Fosdick entitled Naturalizing Your Property Can Make it a Wildlife Sanctuary.  She noted that many of the large lots that homes have been built on in recent years are quite barren.  The article has tips for planting sustainable landscaping that attracts animals and a means of feeding them.  K. Talarczyk spoke to Edward Lyon, Executive Director of Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville, Wisconsin.  He thought the nature of what Talarczyk was exploring was a shared concern with Olbrich Botanical Gardens, a joint venture between the Obrich Botanical Society and the City of Madison’s Parks.  Talarczyk went on to describe the Sustainability Lecture Series workshops offered through Olbrich Gardens.  She was hoping that her research would help to identify what would be of interest to local property owners.

Chair Klossner noted that most people don’t think of naturalizing their property as a form of landscaping because it lacks a regular order.  He also noted that restoring the land to native species can be an expensive proposition.  Once restored, however, the membership agreed that maintenance would be relatively easy.  Klossner asked the members present if there were any covenants in local subdivisions that restrict planting some sustainable species of plants.  C. Narveson stated that as long as the species is not considered a noxious weed a property owner would be able to plant what they would like.  K. Talarczyk noted that E. Lyon could present workshops that have a range of prices.  He recently presented a workshop in Mineral Point on ornamental native and non-native plantings.  Talarczyk also presented information from Nancy Momsen of Nancy’s Meadow Herbs in Monroe, Wisconsin.  Talarczyk found Momsen’s workshops to be informative, well-organized and her manner as highly personable.  Talarczyk tried to contact the Green County Forester, Ray Amiel, but has not heard back from him.
R. Mahoney listed other resources for hosting workshops as well: Prairie Enthusiasts, Blue Mound Project, and Wild Ones.  R. Mahoney stated that she is in support of having the workshops as part of a regular series.  J. Klossner added Prairie Nursery in Westfield, Wisconsin and JF New Company as excellent resources for prairie restoration.  He went on to note that JF New had purchased the Prairie Ridge Nursery in Mount Horeb, Wisconsin.  Narveson and Klossner expressed that the workshops ideally should be happening now, but agreed that the newsletter could be used as an educational tool, with links to the resources mentioned, and as a means for finding out what topics appeal to local landowners.  The membership discussed a grassroots effort they had observed whereby adjacent landowners of small lots set aside property to create a contiguous swath of land that is wildlife-friendly.
6. Discuss Partnering for Marketing with the Friends of the New Glarus Woods, the New Glarus Public Library, Girl Scouts, 4-H, and New Glarus School District.  R. Mahoney asked about the term marketing: is the Parks Commission marketing itself?  C. Holmes explained that she thought a good strategy for Parks is to find groups to partner with and to assist with shared goals.  This partnering concept was included in topics already discussed.   These groups, their representatives and their contact information are contained in a handout that was provided by Deputy Clerk Wright.  R. Mahoney stated that the Toolkit for the Safe Routes to School had not been sent to Barbara Thompson by Deputy Clerk Wright.  She found the toolkit information created by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to be helpful and comprehensive.  Mahoney volunteered to partner with Thompson or one of her appointees to work on this grant before next year’s deadline.  Deputy Clerk Wright read aloud Barbara Thompson’s reply regarding an invitation to tonight’s meeting and her reaction to the Safe Routes to School Grant.  Although Thompson was unable to attend tonight due to a scheduling conflict, she was interested in the grant and had received the application materials that Wright had sent to her.
7. Discussion/Action on Website Development.  J. Klossner shared an idea list that included: Mission Statement, Plan, Membership Interest, Ideas for the Future, Bike Paths, Walking Trails, Current/Future Open Spaces, Upcoming Workshops, Partnering with the Village, and an electronic version of the Park’s Commission newsletter.  Klossner stated that he attempted to find other examples online created by other Parks Commissions and found only ones for larger communities.  For communities of our size, he found information similar to our own listed: membership, agendas, and minutes.  The members agreed that it would be ideal for any visitors to a parks website to have the option to contact a Parks Commission member rather than the Clerk or Deputy Clerk.
8. Report on Service Learning.  C. Holmes expressed that service learning teaches youth how to think of outside of self-serving needs and wants while fostering the common good.  It is included in the curriculum at the New Glarus High School and encourages community involvement.  K. Talarczyk cited the article she shared last month with the membership about the service learning project in Juda.  Talarczyk stated that she attempted to contact Jeff Eichelkraut, the Instructor for Senior Survey at the New Glarus High School, but has not received a response yet. 
9. Public Comments.  C. Holmes stated that there is some confusion expressed by the Village Parks and Recreation Committee regarding the monies set aside in the Sinking Fund.  K. Seward has verbally assured Lloyd Lueschow that $6,000 has been set aside in a sinking fund held by the Town until the Village’s financial plan for the pool house is in place.  However, she would like to see the Town Board send a formal letter as to their commitment to partner with the Village to their Parks Committee to clarify the matter.  C. Narveson, who also serves on the Town Board, stated that a letter has already been drafted and will be sent shortly.  Narveson stated that a copy of the letter should be sent to the Town Board and Parks Commission members within the next couple of days.
10. Schedule next meeting and agenda items:  The next Town Board meeting is on Tuesday, April 10, 2007 at 7:00 PM and includes the Annual Meeting.  Chris Narveson is a member of that Board and R. Mahoney stated she will also try to attend.  The next meeting for the Parks Commission is scheduled on Thursday, April 12 at 7 PM.  Agenda items will include: Park Newsletter Review/Approval, Update on Town Board Regarding Safety Items, Arbor Day Tree Planting, Update on Safe Routes to School grant, Updates to Membership, Proposed Naturalizing Workshops schedule.
11. Motion to adjourn: K. Talarczyk moved to adjourn and C. Narveson seconded at 9:15 PM.  Motion carried.
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