
Town of New Glarus
Parks Commission Minutes
Thursday, April 12, 2007
7:00 P.M.
 
Attendance:  Commission members: Jeff Klossner, Chris Narveson, Rita Mahoney, Pete Shaffer, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.  Not in Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk and Carol Holmes.
 
Meeting called to order by Jeff Klossner at 7:00 PM.
1.       Proof of proper posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
 
2. Motion to approve minutes of 3/14/07.  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes of 3/14/07 with a correction of grammar and the substitution of “streets” for “roads” in the second paragraph of item 3.   Mahoney also noted two suggestions attributed to her in the same paragraph were not hers.  P. Shaffer seconded the approval of the 3/14/07 minutes.  The minutes of 3/14/07 were approved as amended without objection with the provision that the Deputy Clerk correct the erroneous attribution as noted above.  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the Special Parks minutes of 3/27/07as submitted; seconded by C. Narveson.  The Special Parks minutes of 3/27/07 were approved as submitted, without objection.
3. Parks Newsletter Update.  R. Mahoney relayed that she and Carol had conversed repeatedly by email.  In one email that R. Mahoney read aloud her concerns about meeting deadlines.  Deputy Clerk Wright read aloud the following email dated 4/9/07 from C. Holmes to the entire group:

All-

Do you want it to read "clean up DAY" or "clean up WEEK" providing more latitude?  Just fits with some of the discussions that we have had informally regarding this.  Hope you have a good meeting.

I am encouraging that we follow Rita's suggestion of holding off on our newsletter until late summer (when we can report a fall/winter set of educational opportunities) and do the letter in a more leisurely fashion. 

R. Mahoney suggested that the newsletter not be delayed as late as C. Holmes had suggested.  Mahoney conceded that the first newsletter will be after the date of the Spring Clean-Up Day.
4. Discussion/Action of Draft Newspaper Article.  R. Mahoney asked the members present if they had any additions to the roads that had been suggested by the Town Patrolman: Legler Valley, Marty, Valley View between Airport and Highway 69, Primrose Center, and Exeter Crossing; there were no additional recommendations.  Mahoney will submit the press release to the Monroe Times and the Post Messenger.  She will ask Sue Moen at the Post Messenger to run her press release for two weeks in a row, on April 19 and 26, 2007.  If Moen consented, Mahoney would need to submit the press release by tomorrow.    Mahoney noted that C. Holmes had suggested that each neighborhood group could meet independently.  Mahoney’s proposed article reflects that option and encourages those groups to call the Town Office so that available resources could be assigned according to need.  J. Klossner noted that if too many groups were to form then the Town cannot provide enough vests and signs.  
Mahoney had spoken to Steve Johnston the Park Manager for the New Glarus Woods State Park who said he would lend 6-7 safety vests and 6 pick-up sticks.  P. Shaffer volunteered to organize a group of neighbors along Legler Valley Road.  He went on to note that between Klitzke Road and Marty Road was probably the most heavily traveled section of Legler Valley Road.  Of the roads identified, Mahoney calculated approximately 10 miles of road that would require workers on each side.  After discussion it was decided that two people should be assigned to each 2 mile section.  C. Narveson stated that the distance between Klitzke and Marty is about 2 miles.  P. Shaffer noted that Marty was a more dangerous road because of its winding nature and blind spots.  The membership present agreed that the safety vests would best be used along Marty.  Mahoney estimates that about 40 volunteers would be ideal.
Mahoney researched road side cleanup on the internet and she found recommendations about age, clothing, etc. that she included in her article.  She also added a statement in the press release about this being the perfect opportunity for seniors at the high school to earn their remaining service learning hours.  She also recommended contacting the local Tru-Value to provide garbage bags; clear bags will also be needed for the collection of aluminum cans.  She noted the bulk waste pickups for the Town are scheduled south of H and east of Highway 69 on Monday, April 30, 2007.  The Deputy Clerk will need to check if the dumpster behind the Sugar River Bank would be available for use or if a special pickup with Waste Management could be scheduled.  Mahoney received J. Klossner’s consent to quote him in her press release and he approved the content attributed to him.
After brief discussion it was decided that Legler and Marty should be the focus of the Clean-Up Day.  Ashley Lane was decided to be a good staging area for workers to fan out in both directions.  J. Klossner suggested having a vehicle follow groups to pick up bags as they fill up.  It was noted that Pattie Salter, Town Clerk had left a message with Leroy Overturf from Waste Management to see what was possible regarding a special trash pickup.  It was recommended to post signs to make drivers aware of workers along the route.  It was decided after brief discussion that P. Shaffer and R. Mahoney would act as phone contacts instead of the Town Office staff for those interested in the Clean-Up Days; their contact information will be included in the press release.  Mahoney stated that she could amend her press release for the Post Messenger to reflect any changes, if any, when it ran again in two weeks.  She asked the members present if her estimated time schedule of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. was acceptable; all present agreed to that time range.  P. Shaffer stated that during the day he can be contacted on his cell number at 220-1154 and in the evening at home, 527-4527.  
5. Update from Town Board Regarding Spring Clean Up Day and Discussion/Action on This Issue.  See item 4 for details.
6. Arbor Day Tree Planting.  The planting is scheduled for Friday April 20, 2007.  J. Klossner will try to be at the soccer field around 8:30 am.  Klossner noted that high school students will walk from the school down to the Village Park to meet Paul Jennrich to get their assignments and equipment.  R. Mahoney noted that she will also be available for the planting.  Most trees are bare root plantings except for the white oak.  Mahoney directed the members present to Keith Seward’s article that appeared in the Post Messenger entitled Town and Village of New Glarus Team up to Celebrate Arbor Day that had been sent to the members by Pattie Salter, Town Clerk and was included in tonight’s packet. Another article submitted by the Village quotes Village trustee Lloyd Lueschow who mentions the Town’s contribution of nine trees to be planted at the Valle Telle soccer field, including:  3 sugar maples, 3 hybrid elms, 1 swamp white oak, 1 European larch,  and 1 clump of river birch.  R. Mahoney agreed to email Sue Moen from the Post Messenger to encourage her to attend the planting and to possibly photograph one or two Town Parks Commission members while they are assisting.
7. Update on Safe Routes to School Grant.  R. Mahoney sent an email to Barbara Thomson about the toolkit that accompanied the Safe Routes to School Grant:
Hi Barbara - The "Toolkit" John Wright recently sent to you via email is an awesome document.  It is a complete program blueprint from beginning to end with every step of the process spelled out.  I have reviewed it and would like to start a discussion with an appointee or appointees of your choice.

A considerable amount of preparatory work is necessary to determine if it is worth consideration and/or applicable.  My hope was to get started now so we might be in a position to apply for a grant by March 2008 if desired.

I doubt you've had a chance to print out or review the Toolkit yet because of the referendum activities.  I'm hoping an informal discussion wouldn't require your participation at this point which would allow us to get started.

If you agree, the first step would be to forward the Toolkit to one or two people of your choosing and ask them to review.  Second, let me know who they are and how I can reach them.  Third, I will call them to set up a meeting to discuss.  Then, we can see what the next steps would be.

Thanks for your time.

Warm regards,

Rita M. Mahoney

Town Parks Commission Vice-Chair

W5729 County Road H

New Glarus WI 53574

608 527 4939 phone

608 527 4979 fax

This information was sent on March 26, 2007 with no reply to date.  R. Mahoney will follow up in three months with another email.
8. Updates on Membership.  J. Klossner asked if any new contacts have been made; none of the members present have heard back from those they had contacted.  P. Shaffer suggested that contacts might be easily made with volunteers for the Spring Clean-Up.
9. Proposed Naturalizing Workshops Schedule.  R. Mahoney identified three contacts: Marcia Hartwig, Dane County Storm Waters Education Coordinator; Molly Fifield-Murray from UW Arboretum; and Kathy Cartwright of the Prairie Enthusiasts.   R. Mahoney stated that Hartwig had contacted the Blue Mounds Group searching for a speaker for the topic of rain gardens and prairie restoration.   Mahoney attempted contact with Hartwig to see if she found a speaker and could recommend anyone, but has not received a reply.  Mahoney received information about Fifeld-Murray through Blue Mounds as well; she gave a talk on Urban Native Planning to the Blue Mounds Group.  Mahoney’s attempt to contact her recently has not yet garnered a reply. Cartwright and Mahoney spoke at the Prairie Expo and she told Mahoney that they have speakers available.  
Mahoney asked the members present what the goals are of the workshops.  Klossner described his naturalizing workshop concept as one that makes residents aware of what they can do, the resources that are available, their costs, and where to get them.  Klossner concedes that much of this information is available online.  He shared a catalogue from Taylor Creek Restoration Nursery from Brodhead, Wisconsin.  This resource presents choices for a variety of situations and specifies a materials list to achieve those goals.  Mahoney again asked if that is the goal for the workshops hosted by this Commission.  Mahoney noted that last fall she had proposed a workshop on conservancy for placing property in a trust that the Parks Commission members had asked her to hold off on that for a year.  She asked if the Commission wanted workshops that emphasized prairie restoration; should they also consider events regarding aquifers and water use.  Klossner wants any workshops to be introductory in nature rather than having a mastery emphasis.  
Mahoney asked if the workshops should be a series of 2-4 workshops; spaced a week apart that develops a single topic.  Klossner suggested contrasting topics spaced further apart.  Contrasting topics were considered as having the most potential because attendance would suggest which topics were the most popular.  Mahoney suggested targeting Naturalizing your Property for the small property owner and a Conservancy Workshop for owners of larger properties.  Mahoney would like to see three speakers present on the topic of Naturalizing your Property.  Narveson would like to see the use of images to show what is possible and to get people inspired.    P. Shaffer suggested that a show-and-tell of local efforts might be an effective means of inspiring others to get started on their own projects.  Other workshop topics that were discussed included: stream bank restoration, rain gardens, and how this region looked prior to settlement with grasslands and hardwood savannahs.
10. Public Comments.  R. Mahoney noted that Chris Newberry has scheduled a Little Sugar River clean-up day for July 21, 2007.  The New Glarus State Park playground now has a large sandbox, a stage, and a boardwalk into the woods supported by a grant, and a bear effigy mound.
C. Narveson stated that an offer was on the table for the Old Town Hall from Nicki’s Diapers.  They have a large internet business and would like the space for workshops.  They have offered $40,000 and would like to make a decision before the next Town Board meeting.  The Town Board was uncertain whether they wanted to surrender their right of first refusal or to meet and make an official decision.
R. Mahoney would like a note to be included in the forthcoming newsletter about membership.
11. Schedule next meeting and agenda items:  The next meeting for the Parks Commission is scheduled on Thursday, May 10 at 7 PM.  Agenda items will include:  Website Discussion, Report on Spring Clean-up Days, Report on Arbor Day Plantings, Workshop Update, and Updates to Membership.
12. Motion to adjourn:  C. Narveson moved to adjourn and seconded at 9:00 PM; P. Shaffer seconded.  Motion carried.
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