
Town of New Glarus
Parks Commission Minutes
Wednesday, May 10, 2007
7:00 P.M.
 
Attendance: Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Carol Holmes (7:06), Pete Shaffer, Jeff Klossner and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.  Not in attendance: Chris Narveson.
 
Meeting called to order by Jeff Klossner at 7:00 PM.
1. Proof of proper posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Minutes (04/12/07).  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes from the 4/12/07 meeting; seconded by K. Talarczyk.  R. Mahoney questioned the inclusion of C. Holmes’ email in the minutes.  K. Talarczyk thought the first two paragraphs of the inserted email from C. Holmes should remain.  After brief discussion it was agreed that the last two paragraphs of the email message should be omitted.  R. Mahoney suggested a correction on page two, paragraph two regarding Steve Johnston.  The sentence should now read Mahoney had spoken to Steve Johnston the Park Manager for the New Glarus State Park who said he would lend 6-7 safety vests and 6 pick-up sticks. It was noted on page three; paragraph one that total number of trees planted should be nine, not ten.  C. Holmes noted that Brodhead was misspelled on page four.  The minutes of 4/12/07 were approved with the noted corrections, without objection.

3. Parks Website Discussion/Possible Action.  R. Mahoney made a motion to table this discussion until next month.  C. Holmes suggested creating a future agenda item whereby time is set aside for each member to describe the components of their ideal website.  R. Mahoney questioned whether members of the Parks Commission should contact those who responded to their survey if they would use the proposed website.  C. Holmes made a motion that the nature of the website should be created by the members of the Parks Commission without outside opinions; K. Talarczyk seconded.  J. Klossner made a motion to amend R. Mahoney’s motion to table this discussion until next month to include C. Holmes’ proposal to address this issue in depth at a future meeting; seconded by P. Shaffer.  The amended motion passed without objection.
4. Report on Spring Clean-Up Days.  R. Mahoney presented a proposed follow-up press release dated May 10, 2007.  Mahoney had been authorized at last month’s Parks Commission meeting to write this release independently.  She also presented the members present a separate fact sheet that included: those who helped; where they worked; the amount of time worked; and the amount of trash collected.  C. Holmes noted that her private efforts prompted some of her neighbors to offer to help; proof that highly visible activities will raise public awareness.  The group suggested that R. Mahoney include a thank you to others who participated, including those who worked anonymously, the Keith Seward family, and Waste Management for their special pick-up at the Town Garage.  Because Dennis Nielson is still relatively new as the Town Patrolman, it was suggested that he be mentioned by name in the press release.  The members present thanked Mahoney for her efforts and agreed upon the amended content, which did not require an additional motion.
5. Report on Arbor Day Plantings.  C. Holmes encouraged more Parks Commission members be present at the early morning sorting of trees next year because she perceived that those who were present represent a dedicated group that might support the Parks Commission’s goals.   Because of the physical nature of the work being performed, C. Holmes was not able to gather information about the members of this group.  All the trees that were mentioned in last month’s minutes were successfully planted at the Soccer Field.  
6. Workshop Update/Possible Action on Scheduling.  R. Mahoney shared an article from Perennials Magazine to show the members the exciting work being done in other communities.  It contained an article about Prairie Crossing, a northern Illinois community that encourages natural landscaping.  Mahoney then presented a written summary of the topics discussed at last month’s meeting and an update on the resources she had attempted to contact.  Mahoney stated that Kathy Cartwright called and apologized that the Prairie Enthusiasts group doesn’t have speakers available.  Marcia Hartwig, Dane County Storm Waters Education Coordinator, contacted Mahoney by email that her group did not have any recommendations for speakers at this time.  Mahoney will continue to try to contact Molly Fifield-Murray from the UW Arboretum.
Mahoney stated that she was able to identify topics for owners of smaller parcels of property (2-5 acres) and asked the members present to recommend topics that might interest owners of larger properties (5 or more acres), which would teach them how to manage, preserve and protect their land.  K. Talarcyk stated that the topics presented by the Green County Forester Ray Amiel, including managing woodlands and prairie plantings, would appeal to owners of larger lots.  Mahoney then presented topics from Biologic Environmental Consulting located in Fitchburg, Wisconsin including:  what the prairies and savannahs had been like; the information from surveyor’s records of the past; restoration of property; forest stewardship plans; management services; and educational workshops on a range of topics.
In Mahoney’s opinion the Blue Mounds group is geared more for the large property owner.  She shared their Mission Statement that she found at their website: www.bluemounds.org and possible workshop topics including: Prairie Restoration: How to Get Started; Managing Woodlands in Southwestern Wisconsin; and Cost-sharing Programs for Restoration on Your Land.  J. Klossner stated that he would contact the City of Madison Conservation Resources Supervisor about possible workshop topics.  P. Shaffer recommended contacting local landowners who have done restoration work on their own to see if they might be interested in conducting workshops to share their experiences.
C. Holmes asked the group how many workshops they thought was ideal.  R. Mahoney said that it depends on the length of time for each workshop, whether the topics are related, and if they are spread out over several days.  Holmes would like to see having a workshop in late winter/early spring on the topics of birds; a workshop on prairie grasses that would build an appreciation of native beauty through specie identification and photography; and workshops on the local wooded lands.  J. Klossner supported Mahoney’s proposed sequential workshops because his experience has shown him that this structure can increase attendance through word of mouth.  Klossner further stated that the titles of the workshops can affect attendance.
Mahoney would like to see the group define the parameters of the workshops and find the appropriate expert to talk on the subject, rather than contacting an expert and asking them what topics they have available to share.  Mahoney stated that fall is the ideal time to seed for prairie plants.  She went on to describe the workshops presented through the Friends of the New Glarus Woods at their annual Prairie Picnic.  C. Holmes wanted to support this event and to avoid duplicating the topics of their workshops.  Holmes and Talarczyk were attracted to the topics on the natural history of our area and how to create a habitat to attract birds, butterflies, etc.  P. Shaffer thought the natural progression of workshops would be to move from the topic of the natural history (January), plantings (February), to habitat to attract birds and butterflies (March).  
There was a brief discussion on the possibility of four workshops with an agreement to avoid scheduling any in December.  K. Talarczyk thought that an independent workshop on the history of the area might be possible in October as an introduction for those that follow.  C. Holmes suggested the first workshop might emphasize local resources rather than regional ones.  Mahoney suggested that the group bring their vision of how things could be rather than showcasing local resources.  Mahoney summarized what the group agreed upon:  there is not a present need to segregate between large and small property owners; members will work independently before next month on creating their ideal set of four workshops; the group agreed to set the topics and dates of the workshops during the next two month’s meetings.  Composting was suggested as the possible topic for a future workshop.
7. Parks Newsletter Update.  The draft columns for New Glarus Views that C. Holmes had written include space for an interview, an article about the Arbor Day Tree Planting, and a schedule and/or description of upcoming workshops.  Holmes went on to suggest an article that chronicled the genesis of the Parks Commission and the Comprehensive Plan.  K. Talarczyk suggested including an article on community partnerships with the Village, School District, Arbor Day, etc.  J. Klossner suggested that September would be an ideal time for the first newsletter to arrive at local homes.
8. Report on Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee’s Request for Proposal for Bath House.  Mahoney shared a copy of the proposed preliminary plan created by Eric Urtes from the engineering firm Strand Associates.  The new bath house would displace the kiddy pool and that pool will be relocated to the area that is currently the sand volley ball pit.  The new bath house design would include concession sales and its location would improve the ability to view the pool from that location.  Urtes stated at the Village Parks and Recreation Committee meeting that the new bath house would reflect traditional Swiss heritage.  There was additional discussion at that Village meeting regarding: improvements to Hoesly Pond; the park at Valle Tell; and a proposal to have play equipment at the Valle Tell Park and the soccer field.  R. Mahoney stated that she forwarded an application for consideration for community design research services to Nic Owen, the Village of New Glarus Administrator.  She thought that this opportunity offered through the University of Wisconsin at Madison’s Department of Landscape Architecture might meet the needs of the Village Parks and Recreation Committee to help them to plan changes to Hoesly Pond.  Finally it was noted that New Glarus Visions donated $1,500 towards the installation of a slide at the Village Pool and it is anticipated that they will donate a matching amount before the end of their financial year.
9. Public Comments.  C. Holmes had spoken with Richard Irland at the Arbor Day Tree Planting who is the current President of New Glarus Visions.  He suggested that the Town Parks Commission should consider overseeing the grounds of the Shooting Park on County Trunk O.  Deputy Clerk Wright had been informed by Kaye Gmur, a member of The Wilhelm Tell Guild that she would bring up this suggestion to their membership at their next meeting.  The Wilhelm Tell Guild owns the Shooting Barn and the property surrounding it.
K. Talarczyk gave an update on the discussion of the Old Town Hall issue at the last Town Board meeting.  Talarczyk reported that one of the owners of Nicki’s diapers was in the audience and stated that he had not heard back on the status of his offer of $40,000 for the property.  Talarczyk also noted that Gof Thomson, a member of the Land Planning Commission and Chair of the Impact Fees Committee was suggesting that the Town Board take a closer look at this property.  K. Talarczyk and C. Holmes gave a brief report on the interviews conducted by the Impact Fees Committee for potential consultants for conducting a needs assessment and a financial management plan.
10. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 13, 2007.  Items to be included on the agenda include: Website Development and Workshop Schedule.  It was suggested that the July meeting include discussion about the newsletter.  R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; C. Holmes seconded.  The meeting was adjourned without objection at 9:05 PM.
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