
MINUTES

05/08/2007
Regular Town Board Meeting

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 7:00 pm

ATTENDING:
Board Members: Keith Seward, Dean Streiff, Chris Narveson, Dennis Nielson, Nita Duerst, and Pattie Salter
ALSO ATTENDING:
John Stumpf, Karen Talarczyk, Gof Thomson, Jesse Maynard, Ryan Spies, Mike Bjoin 
CALL TO ORDER: 
K. Seward/7:00 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

Proof of Posting:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

Discussion/Motion:
C. Narveson moved to approve Town Board minutes of 4/10/07, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion Carried.

C. Narveson moved to approve Annual meeting minutes of 4/10/07, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion Carried.

D. Streiff moved to approve Kepplinger Edelwiess Estates minutes of 4/10/07, C. Narveson 2nd.  Motion Carried.

C. Narveson moved to approve Special Meeting minutes of 4/30/07, K. Seward 2nd.  Motion Carried.


D. Streiff moved to approve the 4/11/06 minutes, K. Seward 2nd.  Motion carried.
Discussion/ Treasurer’s Report
Approval and Payment of Bills: 

· April checks.  Motion to approve 13844-13855 and Bank Check #51958 made by D. Streiff, C. Narveson 2nd.  Motion carried. 
· May checks 13856-13896.  D. Streiff moved to approve the payments.  C. Narveson 2nd.  Motion carried.

· Budget to Date Comparison.  N. Duerst will mail the report to the board members in advance of meetings.  K. Seward noted that on the income side of building inspection fees we budgeted approximately $15,000 and the expense side we’ve budgeted approximately $18,000 which shows that we need to address this. The topic will be discussed further under Mike Fenley’s report.

Discussion/Clerk’s Report:


· Driveway Refund Requests 

· None Submitted

· Correspondence
· Ruekert-Mielke invitation to Energy Conservation for Utilities”
· Annexation Petition signed by Darrel Webber

· Annexation Petition signed by Sherry Wilde

Discussion/Motion:
Karen Talarczyk of the New Glarus Fire District presented a request for a new rescue squad.  She explained that the Trucks are replaced when they are approximately 20 years old. The new squad will replace E1 (1985) and the Squad (1990), which should reduce upkeep and insurance costs. The new squad will help streamline procedures to improve response efficiency to the growing community. Costs should not exceed $350,000 and delivery would be in 2008. The Town of New Glarus’ portion, based on 2006 Equalized Valuation would be $123,140.85. The 2 squads that are being replaced are being sold privately.

They need a verbal commitment in 2007 preferably by June or July so that they can order the rig.  The debt would be realized in 2008.

Gof Thomson asked if there were more than one source for bidding. K. Talarczyk explained that they would get quotes from 2 manufactures.

A public meeting would need to be set up with the different municipalities having the opportunity to discuss the request. The fire district will coordinate this. No action was needed at this point.
Discussion:
Assessor’s Report – Board of Review is set for June 5th from 5:30-7:30. Nita Duerst will chair alternates include Gof Thomson, Karen Talarczyk and Larry Kubehl.
Discussion/Motion:
K. Seward introduced Mike Bjoin and Ryan Spies of Rock Road. Seward explained that the Town had received a request from Rock Road to store the base of the temporary asphalt plant at the Bjoin Gravel pit.  Mr. Bjoin was here to discuss need repairs on Exeter Crossing caused by heavy trucks traveling the road.

Mike Bjoin explained that the damaged areas on Exeter Crossing would be repaired in June. Mike also noted that they would cut out the bad section down to the base and wedge the area.  Dennis will meet with Mr. Bjoin at the site and determine if the Town’s engineer should be involved in the road repair.

In addition Mr. Bjoin has agreed to send out a reminder to their customers stating that trucks are not allowed to travel Exeter Crossing and must exit via State Highway 69.

Ryan Spies explained his request to store the asphalt plant would not allow them to run the plant under the current conditional use permit. The control tower and fuel have been removed. Their conditional use permit ran out in December 2006 and Adam Wiegel from Green County Zoning requires an extension on the permit. 

Bjoin currently have 3 years left on a lease with Voegli Farms. Bjoin is mining West and South on Voegli’s land toward Monticello. They currently do not have any use for the asphalt plant, but do not have a problem with the equipment being stored on the property.

Without objection K. Seward signed the request.

Discussion/Motion:
K. Seward read the Town Board Size and Election Ordinance. C. Narveson moved to adopt the ordinance, D. Streiff 2nd.  Motion carried.  The notice will be published in the Post Messenger for the next 2 weeks.
Parks Commission Report

· C. Narveson reported that the Parks Commission had 4 people that came out to clean up Legler Valley Road. Pete Shaffer, Rita Mahoney, Chris and Lauren Narveson did the clean up on this road. Carol Holmes and Karen Talarczyk cleaned up sections of Airport Road and other town roads were cleaned by residents.

· Arbor Day was well received. The Village published a thank you in the Post Messenger.


· Newsletter is on the agenda for June’s meeting but nothing to report at this time.

Planning Commission Report
· K. Seward reported on discussions that have taken place on the Darrow and Stumpf Variance request. There are an existing 8 single family lots in New Glarus and 5 lots in Exeter. The plans submitted would change that significantly.  Darrow and Stumpf have met with the Town of Exeter, Town of New Glarus Land Planning Commission as well as Edelweiss Golf Course.


· John Stumpf, a landscape architect from Ken Sai Design explained the project that Bob Darrow is proposing.  He explained that when the lots were not divided for esthetics. The main component of their proposal is to build below the bluff line. They are proposing 11 duplex homes with approximately 1800 to 2000 sq ft. each and three single family homes.  20.3 total acres the roads and trails take up 9 acres.  

Homes are about 40’ apart and allow for more open space. Utilities and sewer would be consolidated to accommodate maintenance. 
Lot size and density are the critical elements involved in granting a variance. A question was raised whether or not the Golf course could deed restrict land that would allow the development to meet the ordinance requirements.  They would like to get public input which could be done at the public hearing.

K. Seward would like to see the next step be to have a public hearing to discuss the development. The developer will need to be prepared to have reasons why this development is different from other pre-ordinance lots within the town. Preserving the ridgeline will not be enough to grant variance. 

Impact Fees Committee Report
· Gof Thomson reported that three firms were interviewed. Ehlers was eliminated because their expertise is financing. The committee then gave the firms 5 priorities that the town would like to pursue. The impact on building in 2007 would not be huge.  The remaining firms include Vierbicher and MSA who will meet on May 11.

PDR/TDR Committee Report
· Nothing new to report.


Discussion
Denise Anton-Wright and Brian Remer came before the board to update the Town Board on activity at the public library.  As of January 5, 2006 there were 1,188 registered borrowers, 602 of them were from the Town of New Glarus. As of January 5, 2007 there were 1,182 registered borrowers 634 of them were from the Town of New Glarus.


Public Comments
No public comments.

Chairman’s Report
· Old Town Hall Discussion – K. Seward reported that discussions have been had with the Old Town Hall Preservation Society as well as the Parks Commission and at this point the Town doesn’t have an immediate need for it. Jesse Maynard reported that his offer was not accepted. 

Gof Thomson suggested that the Town bring someone in to evaluate the Old Town Hall to see if it can be adapted for town use.  Without objection K. Seward will talk to Jim McGuire and Kim Tschudy about getting more time to have a study done.

· Building Permit Fees – Mike Fenley reported that so far this year we’ve brought in $9,700 – 7,700 of that is permit revenue.  There are 8 new houses in the Town so far this year.  

Last year we paid Vierbicher $17,177 in inspection fees, but have collected only $9,000.  K. Seward and the Clerk will study this further. M. Fenley will also ask their billing person to do a 2-year comparison since some of the fees may represent building permit activity from the prior year.

Patrolman’s Report
Dennis Nielson reported on Road Maintenance bid request. The request is for the following projects. We will narrow down the selection to accommodate our budget once bids are received.

Crack Fill:  
· Spring Valley (Hwy 69 to cul-de-sac) 
Seal Coating:  
· Marty Road  (Hwy H to Hwy 39 
Wedging (Overlay or Full Pad):  
· Marty Road  (Hwy H to Hwy 39 AS MARKED)
· Spring Valley (Hwy 69 to cul-de-sac)

Culvert Replacement (Culverts must be covered with asphalt) 
· Pioneer Road Next to W5940 West of County O
16” x 36’
· Pioneer Road West of W5999 West of County O
4’ x 36’
· Pioneer Road East of W6039 West of County O
16” x 36’
· Pioneer Road West of  W6068 West of County O
16” x 36’
· Pioneer Road West of W6304 West of County O
16” x 36’
· Pioneer Road 1 tenth West of W6304 West of County O
16” x 36’
· Pioneer Road 2 tenths West of W6304 West of County O
16” x 36’

· We picked up the truck from Monroe Truck equipment. Dennis reported that the shimmy seems to be fixed but is concerned with the ABS. We’ll know more next winter.  The board would like Dennis to test the truck thoroughly and report back to the Chair. We’re withholding funds.

· Fire drill/Training – Dennis explained that our fire extinguishers need to be refilled. He would like to stage a mock fire before the inspectors come back in June. Without objection the clerk will work with the patrolman to schedule this.
Adjourn 10:10 C. Narveson moved, D. Streiff 2nd. Motion carried.
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