
Town of New Glarus
Parks Commission Minutes
Wednesday, June 13, 2007
7:00 P.M.
 
Attendance: Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Carol Holmes, Chris Narveson (7:07), Pete Shaffer, Jeff Klossner and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.  
 
Meeting called to order by Jeff Klossner at 7:05 PM.
1. Proof of proper posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Minutes (05/10/07).   C. Holmes made a motion to approve the minutes from the 5/10/07 meeting; seconded by K. Talarczyk.  R. Mahoney noted that New Glarus Visions’ donation was toward the purchase of a slide for the New Glarus Pool, not a diving board.  The minutes of 5/10/07 were approved with the noted correction, without objection.

3. Update on Village of New Glarus Parks and Recreation Committee’s Request for Proposal for Bath House.  R. Mahoney reported that according to Nic Owen, Village of New Glarus Administrator, there were no new updates to the RFP for the bath house.  Mahoney further reported that Lloyd Lueschow, Chair of the Village Parks and Recreation Committee would like for a rendering to be created before their next month’s meeting so that fundraising could begin this summer.  The Village did receive $1,500 from New Glarus Visions for the new slide and have reapplied for a matching amount; the new slide has been ordered and should be installed by July of this year.  C. Narveson asked if the Village had an accurate estimate for the Pool House renovation; Mahoney indicated that they do not have that yet.
4. Website Development.  R. Mahoney printed some sample web pages for the group to share that were created for Parks Commissions from other towns.  Mahoney discussed the structure and content of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve website; 2007 winner of the best website of the year awarded by Places Online.org.  She liked the feature on one site that provided an opportunity for visitors to offer suggestions and/or comments by providing an email link and phone number.  Most contained a vision/mission statement and attractive photographs.  Possible links included: Swiss Town.com (the website for the New Glarus Chamber of Commerce) and instructions for planting evergreens, deciduous trees and shrubs.  
C. Holmes liked the banner menu on the Lakeshore Nature Preserve site that offered drop-down submenus when the cursor was hovering above headings on the main menu.  She also liked that there were multiple links to the same information; those embedded in the text and those contained within the menu.  The Town currently posts its information at http://on.wiscon.gov  provided by the State of Wisconsin wide area network, which has limited capacity for photos and graphics.  The group agreed that a host independent of the state site made better sense for the Park’s website with a link to the Town’s site.  It was also agreed that the ideal design would have a single homepage with links to related information.  J. Klossner noted that search engines enable a person looking for the Park’s information to find it directly without having to follow the link from the Town site or knowing the domain name.  He went on to note that including links to other sites will increase our site’s ranking when using search engines.  
C. Holmes noted that there were commonalities among the sites she visited, including: a description of the parks, maps, programming/events, the services they provide within the larger organization, contact information, etc.  Even though the Town does not have traditional parks with regularly scheduled events, Holmes suggested that our site could contain links to services provided by the Village, New Glarus Woods State Park, Chamber of Commerce, the New Glarus School District, etc.  P. Shaffer recommended that a .pdf version of the Park’s newsletter should be included for visitors to view or download.  Klossner noted that there are software packages available that allow the user to add information to formatted templates.  The nice thing, he noted, is that a site can be refined through time; it doesn’t remain static.  The obvious corollary, it was agreed, is that the site must be maintained through frequent updates.  
The following items were agreed to be included in a banner style menu and each item’s drop-down menu: 

· Suggestions and Comments from Residents
· About the Parks Commission: Members; Meetings; Vision/Mission; Park Plan; Goals; Town Comprehensive Plan; Budget, (Capital Projects with donation options?)
· Sports and Recreation: Village Pool; Leagues; School District, (4-H, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts?)
· Latest News: Events (meetings, seminars, recent minutes, registration forms)
· Parks and Trails: New Glarus Woods State Park; Sugar River Trail; Badger State Trail; Friends of New Glarus Woods State Park
· Suburban Gardening: Rain Gardens; Rain Barrels; Composting; Prairies
· Expertise: Village Arborist; Prairie Enthusiasts; Blue Mounds Group; South Central Wisconsin Gardening Club; Green County Forester

The members discussed

· The possible use of a logo or decorative text surrounding a photo that captures the rolling nature of land in the town

· Photographic images: a view of the Village from County Trunk W; the Wilhelm Tell grounds; countryside along W.  
· How to classify hunting, fishing, birds, habitat, geology, and archeological sites.  
C. Holmes agreed to continue to contact photographer Chuck Phillipson; R. Mahoney and P. Shaffer agreed to review Sue Moen’s photographs; and C. Narveson agreed to check with Vierbicher about the use of an aerial photograph of the Town.  C. Holmes noted that she knows someone in England who is an expert in the field of website development and might be willing to donate her skills if the time zone differences can be coordinated.  R. Mahoney noted that Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia had given her quotes (discussed at the October 5, 2006 Parks meeting) about domain names, hosting costs, and development costs:

· newglarusparks.org and newglarustownparks.org. were both available at that time

· A domain name would cost about $35

· Hosting would cost approximately $10 per month

· Development for 3-4 pages and the maintenance for the first year is around $500

· Maintenance after the initial year would be approximately $300 per year  
On a related note, C. Holmes stated that according to postal worker Butch Kiesz, a mass mailing addressed to “resident” within the 53574 zip code would cost $187.
5. Workshop Schedule Planning/Possible Action.  K. Talarczyk made a motion to advance item 7; C. Holmes seconded.  Item 7 was advanced without objection.  R. Mahoney listed the following suggestions for seminars:
· New Glarus Natural History
Surveyors
Native Trees/Grasses

Hunters

Wildlife

Farmers

Woodlands (an addition suggested by C. Holmes)

· Naturalizing/Preserving Your Property
Savannas
Prairies, large, small, seeds, plants

· Creating Habitat
Birds-plants, food, shelter, water
Butterflies—flowers, nectar and host plants

· Suburban Gardening
Rain Gardens

Rain Barrels

Composting

J. Klossner asked if the topic of land trusts should be added; K. Talarczyk thought that land trusts should be a topic best addressed next year.  It was decided to leave this topic off the list for the current time.  Mahoney added Preserving to the topic Naturalizing Your Property.  It was agreed that the members will review these suggestions and return next month with concrete suggestions.
6. Public Comments.  R. Mahoney reported that according to Nic Owen, the Village had submitted an application to the University of Wisconsin, Madison for student assistance with the design of the property surrounding Hoesly Pond.  R. Mahoney announced that Deputy Clerk Wright made the 2007 Municipal Clerks Honor Roll at the request of the members of the Parks Commission.  Wright was presented with a pin and certificate.
Mahoney reported that at the last Town Board meeting that K. Seward had brought up the possibility of having the Parks Commission oversee trash and derelict cars on Town property, presumably from the standpoint that Parks is concerned with beautification.  The members agreed that this is not something that Parks would feel comfortable investigating or enforcing.
C. Narveson presented an article from the Post Messenger about the granting of historical landmark status that is available through the Village.  Narveson noted that locations of significance are listed in an Extraterritorial Zoning Commission study.  Some sites of significance that were discussed included old school houses, cheese factories, the Shooting Barn, among others.  C. Holmes asked if the history of the area prior to the Swiss settlement should be considered.  It was agreed that a link to this application should be included on the proposed website.
7. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 11, 2007 at 7 PM.  Items to be included on the agenda include: Newsletter Discussion, Update on Website Development and Content, and Schedule of Workshop Topics.  C. Narveson made a motion to adjourn; R. Holmes seconded.  The meeting was adjourned without objection at 9:05 PM.
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