
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Wednesday, July 11, 2007

7:00 PM

Attendance:  Jeff Klossner, Karen Talarczyk, Pete Shaffer, Chris Narveson (7:15), Rita Mahoney and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.  Not in attendance:  Carol Holmes.

Meeting called to order by Jeff Klossner at 7:06 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.

2. Approve Minutes (6/13/07).  R. Mahoney noted that the correction to the last minutes did not accurately describe what New Glarus Visions had donated to the Village Pool.  Mahoney suggested revising the correction to read “the New Glarus Visions’ donation was toward the purchase of a slide for the New Glarus Pool, not a diving board.”  K. Talarczyk noted that the postal worker mentioned at the end of item 4 spells his last name Kiesz.  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes of the 6/13/07 meeting as amended; seconded by K. Talarczyk.  The minutes of 6/13/07 were approved as amended without objection.

3. Discuss Proposed Workshop Schedule with Possible Action.  C. Narveson reported on a television program he had viewed that described rain gardens.  J. Klossner noted that rain gardens are best suited to dwellings directly by a body of water or in a community with storm sewers.  The group agreed that in addition to rain garden’s utilitarian nature they are popular for their decorative purposes as well.  R. Mahoney suggested assigning a seminar topic to each member so they could independently work on its development, planning and on identifying possible guest speakers.  The members discussed the advantages and disadvantages of locating a naturalization workshop directly on a transformed property.  It was agreed that the time of year that the workshop is scheduled will require a slide presentation rather than one onsite.  Mahoney suggested a workshop time slot of 7 to 9 PM.  She thought it would be ideal to have two speakers with a break between the two.  Talarczyk thought a single speaker who addresses varied topics might be just as successful.

The members present thought it best to assume that the target audiences are relative novices and that the workshops should be introductory in nature.  Mahoney expressed that Michael Anderson of Biologic would be a good choice for a presentation about prairies.  Mahoney stated that a one-page flyer might be a better means of advertising the proposed workshops than a newsletter, which is still in the development phase.  After a brief discussion about where to hold the workshops it was decided that the Town Office would be the initial location to meet unless the public response requires a larger space.  Thursdays were deemed a good meeting day and the first week of October an ideal start date.
Mahoney thought that the initial mailing should be sent no later than September 15, 2007 to advertise the slate of workshops.  J. Klossner suggested that a second flyer be mailed in January of 2008 for the remaining workshops with possible teasers for the fall season of that year.  The agreed schedule is as follows:

· October 4, 2007 New Glarus Natural History
· November 8, 2007 Naturalizing/Preserving Your Property
· February 7, 2008 Creating Habitat
· March 6, 2008 Suburban Gardening
Mahoney suggested placing an article in the Post Messenger.  J. Klossner thought submitting an article to the Monroe Times was appropriate as well.  The group also agreed to submit the information to the local radio station WEKZ.  Mahoney asked if an RSVP would be appropriate; there was no clear consensus on whether this would prove worthwhile or not.  R. Mahoney and P. Shaffer volunteered to scout for possible speakers.  Mahoney agreed to contact the Blue Mound Group.  K. Talarczyk suggested Ray Amiel and Al Depler to speak on the topic of forestation.  It was agreed that each member would work separately to compile a list of possible candidates to give presentations for the first workshop.

4. Newsletter Discussion with Possible Action.  J. Klossner suggested publishing the newsletter biannually.  He also suggested that if the newsletter cannot be produced by mid-September that efforts focus upon the workshop flyer instead.  It was agreed to discuss this topic more fully at next month’s meeting.

5. Update on Website Development and Content.  C. Narveson reported that he will continue his effort to contact Vierbicher Associates for an aerial photo of New Glarus; Shaffer and Mahoney agreed to continue their efforts to contact Sue Moen about the possible use of her photographs.  The group was unsure of the status of Eileen Horn who was very pregnant when last contacted.  An option that was discussed was to interview more than one designer and to view their work.  It was agreed that the group should view the work of local designers and evaluate the merits of their work.  J. Klossner agreed to contact Pattie Salter to see if she is still interested in the project and he will forward any reply to the members.  He also agreed to request a link to Salter’s online portfolio if available.  R. Mahoney suggested requesting a list of costs similar to the one that Eileen Horn had provided from Salter.
6. Public Comments.  R. Mahoney received a list of seminars from Blue Mounds Group.  One seminar on the topic of land protection entitled “Preserving Your Lands in the Driftless Area” will be held at the American Legion Hall in Barneveld, Wisconsin.  It is free, open to the public and scheduled for July 24, 2007 from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  Topics to be discussed at this seminar hosted by the Driftless Area Land Conservancy are:

· Land protection options that transfer or retain ownership of the land while permanently protecting the conservation values of the land

· Discussion of the use of conservation easements as the method to retain ownership

· Introduce the estate planning benefits in the Federal Income Tax Reduction Incentives for land owners

Mahoney thought this might be a topic of interest for local land owners as well and asked the members present for their thoughts on how or whether it could be advertised locally.  One option she considered is to submit the information to Sue Moen at the Post Messenger.  Once the website is a reality, Mahoney considered this type of information as worthy of an email to those who will volunteer for such mailings.  J. Klossner cautioned against giving a private group direct access to an email list to be developed for Town Parks or to forward the information for fear that it would appear to advocate one group over another.  It was agreed that these types of events could be listed as links on the Town Parks website so that visitors have the option of exploring the information further.  Deputy Clerk Wright suggested that a flyer for this event could be posted at the Public Library, Bank lobbies, and Post Office without any mention of the Town Parks Commission, which achieves the goal of advertising without advocating.  Mahoney decided that the information could be submitted to the Post Messenger as an upcoming event rather than a press release for the Town Parks Commission.

Mahoney attended the New Glarus Village Parks and Recreation meeting earlier this evening.  Lueschow has received updated pool house renderings and a floor plan from Strand Engineering that Mahoney shared with the group.  The most recent cost estimate for the project is approximately $500,000.  The space would be a simple design, non-insulated, and would have non-slip flooring throughout.  The new wading pool would be no deeper than 2 feet and would be 40 by 60 feet in size.  Currently it is uncertain whether the pool house building would include concessions.  There was a brief discussion about the closing of the tennis courts at Veteran’s Park and security lighting at Candy Cane Park.  The Village had no update on their plans for developing Hoesly Pond; they are no longer attempting to work with UW Madison.  

7. Schedule Next Meeting and Set Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 8, 2007 at 7 PM.  Items to be included on the next agenda are:  Election of Officers; Report on Workshop Speakers from the Membership, Discussion of Newsletter, Report on Website Designs and Designers.

8. Motion to Adjourn.  R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn, C. Narveson seconded.  The meeting was adjourned without objection at 8:55 PM.
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