
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, March 13, 2008
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Nancy Galhouse, Pete Shaffer, Jeff Klossner, Russ Whitacre, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.
Not in Attendance:  Chris Narveson
Meeting called to order by R. Mahoney at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (02/14/2008).  R. Mahoney: noted the word explained was deleted on page 1, item 4 (a), paragraph one; requested that in paragraph two of the same item that the word required be changed to desired; asked that the first sentence of the third paragraph of the same item now read Russ said he is currently devoted to the four acres of gifted land behind his home; and to insert outside the Village at the end of the fifth sentence of the first paragraph under item 4 (e).  K. Talarczyk made a motion to approve the minutes from 080214 as amended; Pete Shafer seconded.  Motion to approve the minutes from 08214 as amended passed unanimously.
3. Swear in New Member.  Deputy Clerk Wright performed the swearing in duties for Russ Whitacre per his appointment to this Commission by the Town Board on March 4, 2008.
4. Review March Workshop
Mahoney passed around comment sheets from the evening of the last workshop.  Mahoney stated she will approach the Director of the New Glarus Public Library to request that a folder of workshop information and materials be available for the public to examine for a period of three months.  If Mahoney can get the permission from the workshop presenters she will include paper copies of their Power Point slides.  Mahoney noted that Sue Moen ran her article for three weeks, one week longer than requested.  After comparing various head counts, it was agreed that the March workshop had approximately 30 participants.

a. Thank You Letters.  Letters were sent to Chris Kaplan and Susan Carpenter; Carpenter’s letter included a $50 donation for the UW-Madison Arboretum.  Mahoney would like to send a thank you to John Gishnock III of Formecology and Sustain Dane without contributions.  Mahoney noted that Darcy Kind of the Wisconsin DNR is overdue for a thank you letter as well for her participation at the November 2007 workshop for her presentation on invasive species of plants.
b. Request Authority to Draft an Article about the Completed Series of Workshops.  Mahoney requested, without objection, to submit a summary of all the workshops for the Post Messenger.
5. Plan Spring Roadside Clean-up.

a. Recruit Volunteers (4-H, Scouts, School).  Mahoney reviewed last year’s activities for the members present.    The roads that had been identified for cleanup were: Legler Valley, Marty, Valley View (Airport to Highway 69), Exeter Crossing (cleaned by an unidentified volunteer), Durst, and Kubly.  Mahoney will contact Beth Buesser or Barbara Thompson to inquire about students who may need volunteer hours.  Andy Elkins was identified as the contact for Boy Scout participation.  John Wright will contact New Glarus Vision members and the leader of his daughter’s Girl Scout troop.  Mahoney agreed to contact a representative from the schools and she suggested each member try to contact five potential volunteers.  N. Galhouse agreed to contact a local 4-H representative. 
N. Galhouse recommended assigning one adult minimum per group of teens.  Mahoney noted that volunteers must be 14 or older for safety reasons and reviewed the appropriate manner of dress.  Talarczyk remembered that last year a proposal to establish a one-week period for independent community action whereby they could work on their own schedule and could report their results to this Commission for public recognition.    Wright will consult the Town Patrolman as to roads most in need of cleaning.  Spring Cleanup Day is proposed for Saturday, April 26, 2008; it was agreed, without objection, to limit the time from 10 AM to Noon.  Mahoney suggested that the goal for clean-up this year should be fifty bags of trash collected.
b. Publicity.  Mahoney noted that an article will need to be submitted by April 11, 2008 for the Post Messenger to give residents enough lead time to participate.  
c. Materials/Supplies.    N. Galhouse agreed to ask Culver’s for a donation of coupons for ice cream for participants.  Russ Whitacre agreed to approach the True Value Hardware for a donation of heavy trash bags; they had donated bags in 2007 as well.  Mahoney will contact Steve Johnston the Park Ranger at the New Glarus Woods State Park to inquire about borrowing safety vests and pickup sticks for use again this year.  Galhouse recommended approaching a local merchant to donate bottle water; possibly Roy’s Market or one of the convenience marts affiliated with the gas stations.  Last year Waste Management agreed to a special pickup at the Town Garage.

6. Updates

a. Website Design.  There were no changes noted to the page this month.  Mahoney recommended tabling this item until next month, without objection.
b. Impact Fees Committee-Trails.  Wright reported that Sarah Shoemaker has taken over handling the Needs Assessment Study.  The projects nearest to completion and implementation are Park/Town Hall/Trails and a Public Library.  K. Seward had recommended that Sarah Shoemaker work with R. Mahoney about the type and location of trails.  K. Talarczyk agreed to contact Shoemaker.  Mahoney provided Talarczyk with a map from the Town Comprehensive Plan of identified bike routes in Green County.
7. Correspondence
a. Hardwood Trees from Karen Talarczyk.  Talarczyk received information from Chris Newberry of Green County Department of Land Conservation.  The trees are bare root, about six feet tall and available at the end of April.  J. Klossner recommended when planting digging the hole wider to encourage horizontal root development.  Talarczyk wasn’t certain what use the Commission might have for the trees, but wanted to share the information with this group.  Mahoney recommended contacting Lloyd Lueschow about whether the Village plans on planting additional trees at the soccer field.  The Village is celebrating Arbor Day on May 2, 2008.  Collectively it was decided without objection that the Commission will take no action, but individually members can take advantage of purchasing trees.  Mahoney will call Paul Jennrich and will contact Commission members by email.  Mahoney noted that the 2008 Park Budget item for Arbor Day is $300.
b. DNR Request for Closure of County NN by New Glarus Woods State Park.  Mahoney directed those present to the letter from Steve Johnston and noted that it had been reviewed at the March 4, 2008 Town Board meeting.  The letter is asking for support on partial closure of County Highway NN.  Visitors to the park will still enter from state highway 69 but the road will no longer continue through to County N.   Additional camping sites are possible if this is approved by the county.  Klossner and Talarczyk noted that this is a safe route during the winter months for residents to the west, unlike County Trunk H.  All members can understand the DNR’s stance but some thought the public support for this measure is overstated.  R. Whitacre suggested closing the road during the warm weather months and opening it during the winter, a position supported by the majority.  Mahoney asked if Steve Johnston should be invited to the next meeting to speak further on this issue.  The majority of the members present objected to taking a stance on this issue, preferring to let the opinions of those affected and the concerns of emergency services to determine the outcome.  Mahoney suggested adding this to next month’s agenda.

8. Finalize and Approve 2008 Goals.  This item will be added to the April agenda.
9. Grants Subcommittee.  This item will be added to the April agenda.
10. Public Comments.  April 8, 2008 is the Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Pot Luck.  Mahoney received word that the tennis courts were condemned and would have to be un-condemned for any work to take place.  She noted that Lynn Paron is seeking support for tennis in the community and looking for names of those interested.  R. Whiteacre stated that his wife saw a petition posted at the Middle/High School.  Mahoney asked if it would be appropriate to invite the contractor to attend and answer questions regarding costs.  The members felt that this move might be misunderstood by the Village who are ultimately responsible for assessing these costs.  J. Klossner made a motion to accept Mahoney’s initial proposal to invite the interested parties to an informational meeting; seconded by Talarczyk.  The motion passed.
R. Whitacre and P. Shaffer attended a recent Village Parks and Recreation Committee meeting.  Shaffer noted that a Triathlon was proposed for the end of August and suggested the Parks Commission offer to help.  Kayla Zimmerman a summer recreation employee for the Village is coordinating the effort.  
11. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 10, 2008 at 7 PM.  Agenda items will include:  Plan Spring Clean-Up; Updates: Impact Fees Committee, Website, and Membership; Approve 2008 Goals; Review March Workshop; Discuss DNR Request for Closure of County NN by New Glarus Woods State Park; Correspondence; and Discuss Grants Subcommittee.
12. Motion to Adjourn.  K. Talarczyk made a motion to adjourn; seconded by R. Mahoney.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM without objection.
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