
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, April 10, 2008
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Nancy Galhouse, Pete Shaffer, Jeff Klossner (7:07), Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.
Meeting called to order by R. Mahoney at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (03/13/2008).  N. Galhouse made a motion to approve the minutes from 080313 as presented; Russ Whitacre seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Updates
a. Article Regarding 2007/2008 Workshops.  R. Mahoney reviewed her email sent to the members; K. Talarczyk attested to the article appearing in today’s Post Messenger.  Mahoney was pleased to note that upon reviewing a copy of the Town of New Glarus Comprehensive Plan, under the heading 3.0 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources one goal is to “encourage programs that educate local residents about the importance of agricultural resources”.  Mahoney stated that she has not had an opportunity to write letters of thanks for the most recent presenters.
b. Folder of Workshop Materials Available at New Glarus Public Library.  Mahoney noted that extra handouts from the presentations and hard copies of the slide shows in a 3-ring binder are now available at the Library.  She referred to email correspondence from a local resident who was seeking handouts from a workshop she missed and to her response.   
c. Spring Clean-Up Day Press Release.  It was agreed without objection to cover this topic under the related topic, item 4.

d. Website Design.  K. Talarczyk apologized that her document was unable to be sent as an email attachment; however she provided paper copies of the proposed content for the About Us heading.  After brief review by members, Mahoney suggested that the word recreational should be inserted before the word activities, line two under the Mission heading; without objection.  Mahoney recommended the group draft a mission statement at some future date; based upon her description J. Klossner thought what she was describing to be a vision statement instead.  
P. Shaffer mentioned his thoughts regarding content under the Community Recreation heading.  Mahoney reviewed the duties agreed upon previously by each member that are contained in item 6(a) of the 080110 minutes in addition to the changes agreed upon reflected in that same section.  She noted that R. Whitacre will be joining C. Narveson and J. Klossner to write items for current events and news.  Eileen Horn sent an email at the end of March that she had not received content to date beyond the Parks Plan, Town Comprehensive Plan, and 2008 budget; she is ready to implement changes when additional information is received.  The members can send their content to Horn at critterhorn@yahoo.com.   R. Mahoney requested that within the next thirty days the members send their materials to Horn; without objection.
e. Impact Fees Committee.  Talarczyk recapped G. Thomson’s presentation at the Town Board meeting on April 8, 2008.  Thomson asked for the board to adopt the timeline that includes the following: a legal posting in the Post Messenger, an opportunity for public viewing, and scheduling a Public Hearing.  Talarczyk paraphrased C. Holmes that the Town has already lost close to a million dollars in potential fees and her recommendation to not delay adoption.  The Town Board would like the fee to be due before the building permit is issued for new construction.
Talarczyk reviewed the projects, their costs, and the proposed Impact Fee per home.  
The study predicts 258 households before 2025.  Talarczyk noted that if too much money is collected, the excess amount will need to be returned; if too little money was estimated in the original study then the Ordinance can be amended and a higher rate, which can be collected once the change is adopted, not retroactively.  There was brief discussion about the implications of what the Town’s obligation would be for cost of the projects identified that would not be covered by impact fees.  
Talarczyk then reviewed park land, trails, and pool house renovation.  Mahoney noted on page 3-2 the prediction that the Town will represent 44% of the population by 2025.  K. Talarczyk suggested a worthwhile goal for 2009 would be to revise the goals in the Parks Plan.
f. Membership.  There was no new information regarding membership for this month.
4. Plan Spring Roadside Clean-Up.  Mahoney presented the members with a rough draft of a Press Release dated April 11, 2008.  K. Talarczyk preferred substituting rural residents for her name, as associated with quotes about trash along local roads.  J. Klossner suggested revising the third sentence of the fifth paragraph: instead of doubling the trash bags, he suggested increasing the number of volunteers to reach a goal of collecting more trash this year.  Mahoney suggested substituting her name with Parks Commission at the beginning of that same sentence.  N. Galhouse suggested moving the date and time of the activity organized by the Parks Commission to a more prominent position in the news release.  She also suggested revising the information in the final paragraph to emphasize Culver’s contribution.  All changes were accepted without objection.
According to Wright Waste Management has agreed to a special pickup at the Town Garage for the materials collected; Mahoney thought it appropriate to note their contribution in the news release as well; without objection.  There was brief discussion about the roads to be assigned including the Town Patrolman’s suggestion of Legler Valley.  Mahoney contacted Dan Ziegler and Jeff Eichelkraut per Barbara Thompson’s recommendation.  Dan Ziegler thought he could assure a couple of student helpers and he can possibly help as well.  Mahoney noted that Ellen Caskey, a member of New Glarus Visions that Wright contacted, volunteered and may bring a couple of helpers as well.  Mahoney replied to Ms. Caskey by email and will provide her more information at a future date informing her of updates from tonight’s meeting.  

N. Galhouse reported that she contacted leaders from a couple of local Boy Scout troops; she has some commitments from some volunteers.  Galhouse will donate some water for volunteers, P. Shaffer will donate some as well, and R. Whitacre has already picked up fifty plus trash bags from the True Value Hardware.  Mahoney has contacted Steve Johnston and will wait to borrow pickup sticks and safety vests until closer to the event date.   
5. Correspondence
a. Thank you letter from Kevin McSweeney.  McSweeney is the Arboretum Director and he noted the donation will be placed in the Wisconsin Native Plant Gardens Endowment Fund.
b. Thank you letter from Susan Carpenter.  Susan was the presenter at the February 7 workshop and her letter acknowledged the donation and how it was to be used.
c. Thank you letter from Andrew Wilcox.  Wilcox is the President of the University of Wisconsin Foundation.
6. Finalize and Approve 2008 Goals.  Mahoney recommended modifying the eleventh bulleted item to read Tennis court collaboration, modifying the twelfth item to read  Research relevant grant opportunities, and to shortening the thirteenth item to Collaborate with Impact Fees Committee on shared goals; without objection.  C. Narveson made a motion to accept the proposed 2008 Goals as amended; seconded by P. Shafer.  Motion passed.
7. Grants Subcommittee.  Mahoney reported that she recently was able to ask local attorney Tracey Schwalbe, a volunteer for Friends of the New Glarus Woods, about grant opportunities and protocol.  Schwalbe thought the cost of paying a grant writer was a legitimate expense to contain within the amount requested; Mahoney will pursue that possibility further.  Talarczyk noted that the Community Foundation Grant deadline is coming up this fall.  C. Narveson suggested a digital projector for use during workshops as a worthwhile equipment request to be funded in part or total by the Foundation.
8. Discuss DNR Request for Closure of County NN by New Glarus Woods State Park.  Talarczyk noted that Steve Johnston was quoted in the Monroe Times that there was no opposition to the proposed closure.  Talarczyk reported that the New Glarus Fire District will prepare a letter of rebuttal to Johnston; their board has recommended not closing NN unless County Trunk H is improved.   Talarczyk reasoned that because the Parks group is commissioned by the Town Board she thought it appropriate to wait until they convene to hold a public discussion on the matter before joining in the conversation on this issue.  J. Klossner suggested that R. Whitacre’s previous suggestion regarding seasonal closure would allow the opportunity for the matter to be studied further and for improvements to take place on County Trunk H.  C. Narveson made a motion to table this item until there are further developments that merit discussion; seconded by N. Galhouse.  Motion passed.
9. Public Comments.  There was brief discussion regarding the tennis courts.  Mahoney spoke with Dave Noyce, a member of the New Glarus School Board, regarding this issue; he relayed a possible action by the School District to remedy the current stalemate on action to resurface the courts and to see to their future maintenance.
Paul Jennrich left a message for Mahoney as a follow-up to her email regarding participation in Arbor Day activities.  Mahoney noted that there is still $300 available in this year’s budget and that the Village might potentially match $150 of that contribution.  K. Talarzcyk made a motion to authorize Jennrich to purchase $300 of trees for the Town to participate in the Arbor Day Program; C. Narveson seconded.  The motion was approved.  Planting is scheduled for Friday, May 2, 2008.  Talarczyk suggested contacting C. Holmes who expressed an interest in participating.  Mahoney volunteered to help and other members are considering participation as well, schedules allowing.
11. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 8, 2008 at 7 PM.  Agenda items will include:  Report on Spring Clean-Up; Report on Arbor Day Participation; Workshop Topics; Updates: Impact Fees Status, Tennis Courts, and Website; Correspondence; and Discuss Grants Subcommittee.
12. Motion to Adjourn.  P. Shaffer made a motion to adjourn; seconded by C. Narveson.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM without objection.
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