
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, June 19, 2008
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Nancy Galhouse, Jeff Klossner, Russ Whitacre, and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.
Not in Attendance:  Chris Narveson and Pete Shaffer.

Meeting called to order by R. Mahoney at 7:03 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (08/05/08).  J. Klossner made a motion to approve the minutes from 080508 as amended; Russ Whitacre seconded.  Mahoney requested that the speaker be further identified in item 3 (c), paragraph 2 identified as Schaffer.  In the following paragraph the duplication of the word “like” should be deleted.  The motion to approve the minutes of 080508, as amended, was unanimously approved.
Approve Special Minutes (08/05/29).  K. Talarczyk made a motion to approve the minutes from 080410 as presented; J. Klossner seconded.  The motion to approve the minutes of 080529, as presented, was unanimously approved.
3. Discussion Regarding Gifted Land in Windmill Ridge Subdivision. K. Talarczyk stated that she thought the land is a nice piece of property that would make a good community park with no further alterations other than possibly another picnic table.  J. Klossner expressed his concern that if this park was to be advertised the public’s expectation might be to have play equipment present, which he thought would have more drawbacks than advantages.  N. Galhouse agreed that the property should remain as natural as possible with an eye towards regular trail maintenance.  
Mahoney asked the group if they thought the neighbors should be polled regarding their preference for how the land is to be used.  Mahoney noted a potential conflict of interest by using Town money for this property if it was decided to treat it as a regional park.  R. Whitacre noted that the limitations on size, amenities and parking would realistically limit use to those neighboring the property.  J. Klossner noted that some individuals might be tempted to cook out on the property, which for safety and sanitation reasons should be restricted; furthermore, trash collection and use as a dog run should also be discouraged in his opinion.  

R. Whitacre noted that the property is in good condition and that one of the goals of the Parks Commission should be to maintain, if not improve it slightly.  He envisions its use as a resource for schools; however, the expense that would be required to make it a public park, in his opinion, would be too great.  Although there are Restrictive Covenants in place for the residents of Windmill Ridge, there is no formal association among them.  R. Mahoney questioned whether there is a potential liability that is unknown at this point.  J. Klossner thought the issue should be referred to the Town Board, which in turn would probably refer it to the Town’s Attorney.  R. Mahoney asked whether the local residents should be invited to the next regular meeting.  K. Talarczyk thought a meeting on the property with the neighbors might be more effective.

Mahoney wondered aloud if some neighbors might be interested in being instrumental in restoring the property to prairie with some small monetary assistance from the Town Parks Commission.  Another possibility would be to gift the land back to a proposed neighborhood association.  Whitacre noted that this suggestion would require consultation with Duane and Carolyn Sue Pope, who had gifted the property to the Town with restrictions.  Mahoney agreed to request that this item be added to the next Town Board meeting agenda.  Talarczyk reminded the group about her conversation with Town Attorney Dale Hustad wherein he suggested that the Popes might consider other options for use of the property if they were approached with a proposal.
4. Discuss Trail Development/Report on SW Badger RC & DC.  Mahorney contacted Steve Bertjens by phone; he then referred Mahoney to Angie Wright, the Assistant Coordinator of Southwest Badger: angie.wright@rcdnet.net.  Mahoney stated that the local representative is Bob Hoesly and his alternate is Cathy Cryor Burgweger.  Angie Wright advised the Commission to define the main goal for the trail: e.g. is it for children, tourists, an added attraction for tourists, or an alternate route.  The next step is to define the routes necessary to reach that goal.  Mahoney then introduced a potential funding mechanism through the Bikes Belong Coalition, http://www.bikesbelong.org/, in the form of $10,000 grants that do not require matching funds.  The next deadline is in August 25, 2008.  
Mahoney reported that K. Seward had contacted her to discuss what it would take to connect the proposed bike trail on Old Madison Road with the Village of New Glarus.  Mahoney stated that it is .6 mile to the Village population sign and another .2 mile to sidewalks in the Village.  County O is overseen by Green County until the Village limit where it becomes Second Street, which is overseen by the Village of New Glarus.  Seward informed Mahoney that the lowest sealed bid for resurfacing Old Madison Road was more than the Town anticipated, and that the bid for the additional blacktop for the bike path was $55,000.  By recommendation of Gary Blazek and Travis Schreiber, engineers from Vierbicher Associates, the trail would be located only on the eastern edge of the road based on the available budget and practicality of design.   Klossner noted that most of the largest trees are on the western side of the road.  According to the Town’s standards, the right-of-way is sixty-six feet wide and the paved road is eleven feet on either side of the center line, leaving twenty-two feet beyond the paved edge on each side of the roadway.  
Mahoney reported on a publication from the Wisconsin DOT website entitled Wisconsin Bicycle Planning Guidance (http://www.dot.state.wi.us/projects/state/docs/bike-guidance.pdf), dated June of 2003.   Page twenty-two of the document warns that a bike path should not be adjacent to a road for motor traffic.  If the distance from a motorized traffic lane is less than five feet, a low barrier to separate the two is recommended.  A minimum width of eight feet with a preference of ten feet in width is also advised.  Mahoney questioned whether Old Madison Road is a good candidate for a bike trail if it can only be on one side of the road and does not allow access to the Village or the Highlands  and Windmill Ridge subdivisions.  It was the consensus of this group to recommend a shared path with a separation from the motorized traffic to the Town Board.  There was brief discussion as to whether to approve a design that was less than ideal or to suggest no path whatsoever if the recommended standards mentioned above cannot be implemented.  J. Klossner recommended that the WIDOT standards be shared with the Town Board for a two-way bike path since a single direction lane on each shoulder has been ruled out by the Town’s engineers.  If that is not possible then the Parks Commission recommends not having a path that promotes unsafe usage.  
R. Mahoney agreed to draft a statement to be reviewed by the members of the Commission by email.  J. Klossner made a motion to give R. Mahoney permission to contact K. Seward as a representative of the Town Board by phone to state the preferences of the Parks Commission members regarding the proposed Old Madison bike path, to be followed with a statement in writing; second by R. Whitacre.  The motion passed unanimously.
5. Updates
a. Town Board 

i. Resolution Regarding Sinking Funds.  The members present were provided with a copy of the Resolution approved by the Town Board on June 3, 2008. Mahoney noted an inconsistency in the document regarding the titles of the funds and requested that Wright contact Clerk Salter to correct the error; without objection. 
ii. Ehlers Financial Plan.  The Town is working with Ehlers and Associates to draft a 5-Year Financial Management Plan.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2008 at 6:30 PM.  
b. Tennis Courts.  At the School Board meeting on June 9, 2008 it was reported that the School Board has a verbal agreement with the Village to transfer the deed for the tennis courts from the VNG to the NGSD for one dollar.  There was some additional talk of the possibility that all of Veteran’s Park will be deeded over to the School District by the end of this summer.
c. Website.  R. Mahoney requested that the information that J. Klossner and P. Shaffer presented at the previous meeting should be forwarded to Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia so that she can update the website.
6. Grants 
a. WEEB Grant.  

Mahoney noted that no work should be done prior to July 1, 2008 on this grant, otherwise it cannot be counted as an in-kind contribution.  The grant period extends to December 31, of 2010.
b. Subcommittee. Mahoney contacted Jody Hoesly who stated that although she is very busy she does enjoy research and may be able to help in some capacity.  She had recommended that Mahoney contact the Grant Resource Department at the University of Wisconsin-Madison for information on available sources of funding.  The members present briefly discussed a suggestion that a committee be created with members from the School District, Village and Town to identify grants that would benefit everyone.  K. Talarczyk agreed to look into the criteria for a Community Foundation Grant as well as for a grant through the Southwestern Wisconsin Community Foundation.  Talarczyk recommended that this item be added to next month’s agenda because the Parks Commission needs approval from the Town Board to apply, which should be done at the August Town Board meeting; without objection.  The members were reminded that a possible use for this grant is a digital projector for workshops and meetings.
6. Membership.  Mahoney noted that J. Klossner’s term on the Commission ends at the end of July, 2008.  Mahoney was uncertain whether C. Narveson will remain on the Commission when his term ends on July, 2008 as well.  Mahoney had requested that if Narveson does not continue that Seward make contact with D. Streiff, J. Hoesly and B. Elkins of the Town Board as to their interest and availability.  K. Talarczyk stated that she had gotten in touch with an interested attendee from one of the Commission’s workshops and will contact her again if an additional member is needed.  Mahoney noted that the recent tradition in the Parks Commission’s past was to hold elections in August with the new officers beginning their duties at the September meeting.
5. Discuss Possible Regional Meeting.  Mahoney noted that in the original notes from the formation of the Parks Commission a statement was made by Mark Renner advocating the need for a regional emphasis.  Mahoney stated that of the eight surrounding communities, the Town of Perry, Primrose, and York have websites.  Mahoney suggested having a representative from Green County Parks attend a meeting and wondered why a County Park shouldn’t be considered in New Glarus.  Mahoney also speculated that a park located on the edge of the Town of New Glarus might be a possible shared resource with other communities who might be willing to collaborate.  Tracey Moreland was mentioned as having authored a history of Monroe, Wisconsin.  Talarczyk cited an author from Buck’s County Pennsylvania who suggested that available green spaces should be identified.  It was agreed to add this to the next agenda; without objection.
6. Public Comments.  Mahoney noted that tabling should not be used in lieu of adding an item to a future agenda.  She also asked that members avoid adding action items under Public Comments.  It was noted that P. Shaffer will be unavailable on July 10, 2008 and that K. Talarczyk will not be available if the meeting is rescheduled for July 17, 2008.
7. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 7 PM.  Agenda items will include: Identifying Land for a Town Community Park; Grants (WEEB Grant, Subcommittee, Community Foundation Grant), Updates: Website and Old Madison Road Bike Path; Correspondence; Discuss Regional Meeting Concept; Report on Research Regarding Liabilities for Gifted Land in Windmill Ridge; Discussion of Land Trust Seminar; and Discuss Main Goal for Trails; and Membership. 
8. Motion to Adjourn.  N. Galhouse made a motion to adjourn; seconded by R. Mahoney.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 PM without objection.
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