
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, August 14, 2008
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Nancy Galhouse, Chris Narveson (7:24), Russ Whitacre, Pete Shaffer and Pattie Salter
A
Meeting called to order by R. Mahoney at 7:06 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Clerk/Treasurer Salter.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (07/10/08).  K. Talarczyk moved to approve the minutes as presented; R. Whitacre, 2nd.  No further discussion.
3. Election of Officers.  R. Mahoney has served as Chair for the prior year and J. Klossner as Vice-Chair.  R. Mahoney has chosen not to seek re-election. Without objection, R. Mahoney will chair the election of officers.

R. Mahoney opened the floor to nominations for Chair.  Nominations: K. Talarczyk nominated P. Shaffer, R. Whitacre 2nd; P. Shaffer nominated K. Talarczyk, who politely declined the nomination; and R. Mahoney nominated R. Whitacre, K. Talarczyk 2nd.  After a brief discussion P. Shaffer declined the nomination, but was willing to work closely with R. Whitacre if he were to be elected Chair.


R. Mahoney moved to close the nomination process for Chair; C. Narveson 2nd.  Motion carried.  R. Mahoney called for a voice vote for the motion to elect R. Whitacre as Chair:  K. Talarczyk, aye; N. Galhouse, aye; R. Mahoney, aye; C. Narveson, aye; P. Shaffer, aye; and R. Whitacre, abstained.  Motion carried unanimously. R. Whitacre was elected Chair of the Parks Commission for a term of one year.

R. Mahoney opened the floor to nominations for Vice-Chair of the Parks Commission.  K. Talarczyk nominated P. Schaffer, N. Galhouse 2nd.  K. Talarczyk made a motion to close the nomination process for Vice-Chair; C. Narveson 2nd.   Motion carried.  R. Mahoney called for a voice vote for the election of P. Shaffer as Vice-Chair:  K. Talarczyk, aye; N. Galhouse, aye; R. Mahoney, aye; C. Narveson, aye; R. Whitacre, aye; and P. Shaffer abstained.  Motion carried, P. Shaffer was elected Vice-Chair of the Parks Commission for a term of one year.

It was noted that J. Klossner’s term of office has expired and that he had stated at the July 10, 2008 meeting that he has chosen not to continue on this Commission.  Discussion of filling this vacancy will be discussed under item 10.
4. Report on Resident’s Comments Regarding Gifted Land in Windmill Ridge.  Mahoney stated that Whitacre had agreed to create a draft letter to be sent to the residents of his neighborhood in the event that this Commission decides to hold a special meeting about this gifted property.  Potentially, she added, depending on the outcome of that meeting some money may need to be earmarked in next year’s budget to assist in the maintenance and restoration of this property.

R. Whitacre gave a brief report on the views shared by his neighbors.  The neighbors were in favor of maintaining and improving the natural state of the park; there was not any interest in development of the park (playgrounds, dog park etc.).  The daughter of the donors of the property (Duane and Sue Pope) shared that they had originally conceived of playground equipment on the property, but there was little demand for such because most of the neighbors with children have equipment for their own family’s use.  It was agreed that to add equipment that offered something more than neighbors could provide on their own would be too great an expense for the Town.  Development also might attract individuals who are unknown to the neighbors creating a demand for supervision and maintenance that is unfunded.  
Mahoney suggested that based on this information that the Parks Commission maintains a passive role and be available to assist with this gifted land only when asked by the residents.  All were in agreement that no further action or discussion would be scheduled for this topic unless initiated by the residents of the neighborhood; without objection.
5. Identify Land Specifications for a Town Community Park. Mahoney shared the following thoughts:
a. The property size would be 10-15 acres per the Impact Fee Study

i. A minimum of 6.5 acres for a park

ii. A minimum of 2.5 acres for a Town Hall (and potentially a joint garage)
b. The approximate cost of the property would be $100,000 
i. Costs were based on $13,000 per acre

ii. R. Mahoney calculated financing on $80,000 (assuming 20% down payment and independent of revenue from Impact Fees) over 30/yrs @ 6% would equal $5,800/yr or $480/month (the current balance of the Town Hall/Town Park Sinking Fund is $17,440.90)
c. Ideal characteristics

i. A location that would encourage use, accessible by car, foot, or bike
ii. Within range of utilities and technology with soil suitable for well and septic
iii. Relatively level terrain

d. Search method

i. Broker

ii. Individuals looking

iii. Advertise 

K. Talarczyk noted that a local couple in the Town may have approximately 10 acres available along Durst Road and they might entertain an offer. C. Narveson knows the couple and thought their interest for the property would be for it to remain agricultural. However, he thought the property owned by the couple to the south was another option, which is wooded and less desirable for farming.   P. Shaffer mentioned a property to the north of Ashley Lane off of Highway 39 that was currently listed with a local realtor.  R. Mahoney suggested defining a radius around the Village to narrow the location and then to seek K. Seward’s input.  Mahoney thought a mention at the workshop for Land Trusts was appropriate and might uncover interested parties with a minimal effort.  N. Galhouse suggested a letter of appeal to those large property owners whose land falls within the ideal location might better target those willing to donate or sell property for this purpose.  Without objection R. Mahoney will bring in a map to identify the boundaries of the desired location.  This item will be added to the agenda for next month’s meeting.
6. Discuss Trails Objectives.

a. Primarily serve Town residents

b. Destination as an alternative to driving

c. Scenic emphasis 
The focus for the first trail project would be the Spring Valley Road to Old Madison Road.  Mahoney expressed an interest in exploring a trail on the west side of Highway 69 opposite County W which could potentially begin in the Village.  She described a trail that would loop north along Spring Valley Creek, then west upon intersecting with Old Madison Road and then back south along the Little Sugar River.  If the proposed trail is not adjacent to County O for the leg back south it will require agreements with affected property owners for access.  There was brief discussion about the inherent difficulties of those on the east side of 69 gaining safe access to this potential resource.  Without objection R. Mahoney will re-contact Angie Wright, Assistant Coordinator for the Southwest Badger RC&D to let her know what objectives this Commission has defined and to seek advice for the next step.
7. Report on Community Foundation Grant Request to the Town Board.  K. Talarczyk reported that she collected information on applying for the grant. Talarczyk had questions about Section II of the application regarding the Project Budget.  She agreed to find out whether the Commission as a tax-exempt organization is eligible because it does not qualify for 501(c)(3) status.  Talarczyk’s narrative included a brief description of the Parks Commission prior to defining the need to be addressed.  Mahoney suggested the following statement:
This proposal is to request the funds for a projector so that the Parks Commission can continue presenting environmental seminars.  At present we do not own the necessary equipment, which we must borrow or rent.  

Talarczyk agreed to find out whether the Parks Commission is eligible for the grant before spending additional time on the proposed changes.  Talarczyk noted that she cannot list herself as the contact person as she is a member of the Community Foundation.  It was agreed without objection to list Russ Whitacre as the contact person.  
If the grant is awarded to the Town then Mahoney suggested submitting an article to the Post Messenger acknowledging the purchase of the equipment and to thank the Foundation.  It was also agreed that a plaque would be attached to the projector, the flyer for the Land Trust Seminar will acknowledge the award, and the equipment might also be used for a public viewing of a DVD about prairies if the Commission can get licensing permission to do so.  The deadline for application is October 1, 2008 and would need to be submitted to the Town Board beforehand at the September 2, 2008 meeting.  It was noted that J. Wright put together three options for projectors.  Without objection K. Talarczyk will request between $700 and $1,000 for the projector without naming a specific model.  It was agreed that if the Parks Commission is awarded a grant then the Town Board will receive a recommendation for purchase from the Park Commission that lists the model number of the chosen projector.  
8. Updates
a. Website – Nothing new to report. R. Mahoney hopes to devote more time to the Environment category of website development now that she will no longer be Commission Chair.  P. Shaffer agreed to provide links for trails and recreational activities to Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia.
b. Old Madison Road Bike Path – R. Mahoney reported that she has identified two resources: Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin (www.bfw.org) and League of American Bicyclists (www.bikeleague.org).

C. Narveson reported on the Old Madison Road Project. The proposal discussed previously regarding adding two additional feet to each shoulder to be paved was accepted which will have painted markings added after paving.  It was noted that the gravel shoulders will be minimal in size.
c. Land Trust Seminar – R. Mahoney reported the J. Wright supplied her with an updated list of landowners with 35 acres or more.  Mahoney noted that the list is not formatted for address labels, which will need to be done.  R. Mahoney agreed to forward Wright’s list to the committee members.  

Seminar Dates have been set for:
10/9 – A Focus on Land Trusts/Conservation Easements which would include Gathering Waters, Driftless Area Land Trust (has agreed to speak), and Natural Heritage Land Trust.

10/13 – This workshop will feature an attorney, appraiser and possibly a local property owner who has established a land trust.  R. Mahoney has been in contact with appraiser Tenney Albert and Doug Cieslak from Driftless Area Land Trust. The seminars will be from 7-9 PM at the Town Office.  

To be Done:

· Draft letter ready for the next meeting should be in the hands of the residents by 9/25/2008 requiring mailing by 9/23/2008.
· Draft press release ready for the next meeting to be printed in the Post Messenger (Publish in the paper by 9/19/2008).
· Brochure ready for next meeting.

9. Discuss Regional Meeting Concept – Nothing new to report. Carry forward to September agenda. 
10. Membership. R. Mahoney reported that the person she met with is not interested in serving on the Commission at this time.  A few other names were discussed that were compiled from workshop comments and recommendations.  Mahoney asked if it would be appropriate to send an invitation to those individuals to see if they would like to attend a Parks meeting.  After brief discussion it was agreed to carry this item forward to the September agenda.
11. Correspondence – Nothing to report.
12. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.
13. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 11, 2008 at 7:00 PM.  The agenda will include: Installation of Officers; Membership; Discuss Regional Meeting Concept; Discuss Preliminary Budget; Updates: WEEB Grant, Website, and Old Madison Road.
N. Galhouse moved to adjourn, C. Narveson 2nd. Motion Carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.









Revised 080912
PAGE  
4

