
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, September11, 2008
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Pete Shaffer, Chris Narveson (7:45), and John Wright, Deputy Clerk.
Not in Attendance:  Nancy Galhouse 

A
Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:03 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk Wright.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (08/14/08).  Wright noted that Jeff Klossner was no longer on the Commission and that his name was inadvertently included under attendance.  P. Shaffer stated that under item 5 on page two that the property he was referring to is to the north of Ashley Lane, not Kristi Lane, as written.  Russ Whitacre noted in item 4, second paragraph that the Pope surname be included to identify the couple who gifted the land to the Town and that the information came from their daughter Kristi Pope Baker.  R. Mahoney moved to approve the minutes as amended; K. Talarczyk, 2nd.  The minutes of 8/14/08 were approved as amended.
3. Installation of Officers.  J. Wright administered the Oath of Office for incoming Chair Russ Whitacre and Vice-Chair Pete Shaffer. Wright reminded both officers that their term of office is for one year.
4. Introductions.  Russ Whitacre requested that each member and Deputy Clerk introduce themselves with a short statement so that he can get to know each better.  K. Talarczyk was born in Milwaukee, from a family of four, the daughter of an engineer.  Talarczyk gave a brief account of her education, marriage, relocation to the area, her children, and her career.  P. Shaffer was an army brat whose family moved around the world. He gave a brief self history of his college years at I.S.U in Normal then recounted his work history after graduation, marriage and relocation here.  R. Mahoney was raised in the Janesville area.  She chronicled her moves around the country, her work history, and shared a few items about her immediate family.  Mahoney also shared how she came to be interested in local government and the Parks Commission.  R. Whitacre grew up near Chicago, attended college, and served in the military during the Vietnam War.  He spoke about his employment experiences and concluded with the series of events that led him to relocate in New Glarus.  John chronicled his move from the low hills of Oklahoma to neighboring Texas and then on to New York and Illinois where he met Denise while he was attending graduate school.  They married, have one child and moved to New Glarus four years ago.
5. Identify Land on a Map Appropriate for a Town Community Park.  Rita showed the members present laminated topographical and aerial view maps of the Town.  Both were marked with concentric rings from a central point in the Village to indicate possible areas to locate a park space.  One ring had a radius of one mile, the other a radius of a mile and-a-half.  Properties that were reviewed included land off of Hwy W, Durst Road, County NN, Valley View Road, Highway 39, and Highway 69 north.  P. Shaffer stated that a site that felt remote yet was within easy access to a major road would be ideal.  There was brief discussion as to whether land for a Town Hall should be considered separately from park space.  
6. R. Mahoney noted that contained within the Parks Plan is the recommendation to acquire 100 acres of property.  Wright asked if purchasing deed-restricted open space might not be an ideal use of that land which cannot be otherwise developed, except as agricultural land.  Mahoney thought that the Land Trust seminars might reveal those individuals interested in setting aside property in a conservation easement which might then allow for use as a public park.  C. Narveson asked the group if there would be any interest in locating a Town park adjacent to the property that is proposed to be used as a joint garage/bus barn.  Narveson noted that there has been talk at the Village of New Glarus about the purchase of 20 acres on land on Highway 39 for this purpose.  After brief discussion it was informally decided that such a site would be less than ideal.  There was brief discussion regarding the best means to use in locating available property.  K. Talarczyk agreed to make inquiries into the properties on NN and Valley View Road.  P. Shaffer agreed to make inquiries into the property on Highway 39.  

7. Report from Rita Mahoney regarding Proposed Trail Ideas after Consultation with Angie Wright of Southwest Badger.  R. Mahoney has not heard back from Angie Wright to date.  Mahoney shared a plat map with the members present with the location of Spring Valley Creek highlighted in blue.  Mahoney noted the neighbors whose properties are adjacent to the proposed trail location.  Mahoney suggested locating the trail parallel to State Highway 69.  C. Narveson thought the plan was plausible, but would require working with the Wisconsin DOT because the trail would be located within the right-of-way.  Mahoney stated that she had visualized that the trail would be on the private property of local residents requiring easement agreements.  
Mahoney proposed carrying this item forward to the next agenda, without objection.  Mahoney noted that the distance from Spring Valley to Old Madison Road is seventh-tenths of a mile.  C. Narveson stated that part of this location is where the snowmobile trail is located and would probably be met with resistance if it were to be paved.  Mahoney will await contact from Angie Wright and will report on their conversation at the next meeting.
8. Updates
a. Community Foundation Grant Application.  The application has been signed by K. Seward and will be submitted in person by K. Talarczyk before the deadline date of October 1, 2008.
b. Website.  P. Shaffer emailed Eileen Horn to re-establish communications.  Shaffer agreed to receive updated material from Commission members which he will then pass along to Horn of KoNeko Multimedia.  Without objection.
c. Old Madison Road Bike Path.  C. Narveson noted that the construction of the road is slowing now as the road crews have encountered sections of solid rock, but anticipates the work should be completed within three weeks.  Mahoney noted that this item can now be dropped from future agendas.
9. Land Trust Seminar

a. Review/Approve Draft Letter.  Mahoney referred those present to the draft letter to invite large lot property owners to the two seminars on preserving lands.  After a brief review the members present made a few suggestions to improve how the letter reads.  Paragraph three will now read “If protecting and preserving your land for the next generation and generations to come is a topic of interest for you, then this seminar will give you options to consider.”  Paragraph five will now read “This educational seminar, hosted by the Town of New Glarus Parks Commission and financed by the Wisconsin Environment Education Board, is offered in response to the interest of preserving and protecting our natural environment as expressed by Town residents to the Town Parks Commission.”
b. Review/Approve PSA.  R. Whitacre did not bring the press release this evening.  It was agreed, without objection, to share it as an email attachment.  Mahoney agreed to submit the press release for publication when it has been approved; without objection.
c. Review/Approve Brochure.  Mahoney referred to the outline that will form the content of the brochure to be designed by Clerk/Treasurer P. Salter.  She noted that some of the biographic information has yet to arrive from two of the presenters.  Mahoney first reviewed the topics and speakers of the first workshop on October 9, 2008.  She noted that the outline represents the suggested items that each speaker will include in their presentation.  Mahoney then moved to the outline for the October 16, 2008 workshop which needs some additional work.  She suggested reversing the order of the presenters so that Tenney Albert will precede Johanna Allex; without objection.  
Mahoney agreed to check with the presenters to find out their equipment needs.  She is attempting to secure 50 copies of A Landowner’s Guide to Conservation Options from the Nature Conservancy.  R. Whitacre and R. Mahoney suggested that Commission members invite someone personally to attend these workshops who would be interested in the topics to be presented.  Members briefly reviewed the names of the invited guests on the printed mailing labels.  Mahoney noted that the letter and brochure should be in the mail by September 23, 2008.  She will submit the Press Release for publication/broadcast on September 19 and September 26, 2008.  Two additional volunteers are needed to prepare the mailing.
10. Budget Discussion.  October 14, 2008 is the deadline for the budget to be presented to the Town Board.  The group reviewed the figures presented last year.  Mahoney said the money set aside for seminars may still be used in conjunction with the Land Trust Seminars.   It was noted that the money earmarked for the gifted land in Windmill Ridge has not been spent.  R. Whitacre suggested putting a small amount of money in a budget line for the Spring Clean Up, and the group suggested additional budget lines for Town Hall Site Evaluation, Trail Development, Maintenance/Restoration of Gifted Land and money for AV equipment in the event that the Community Foundation Grant request is denied.  K. Talarczyk made a motion to keep the total amount of the budget the same as last year at $15,000; second by C. Narveson.  The total budget amount was approved without objection
11. Discuss Regional Meeting Concept.  R. Whitacre summarized the objectives to bring together similar committees from other townships.  R. Mahoney received a Green County Wisconsin Official Directory from the Town Clerk.  Mahoney suggested sending an invitation to the Land Trust seminars to the following: Town Chairs, Green County Land Use and Zoning Committee members, GC Land Conservation Committee members, GC Conservation and Parks Committee members, GC Agriculture and Extension Education Committee members, and the GC Land Information Committee members.   Mahoney figures this will act as an introduction to these individuals as to the programming and goals for this Commission.  In addition it could also establish an introduction to the regional meeting concept.  Regional cooperation would then in turn attract the attention of those managing Land Trusts.
12. Membership.  R. Whitacre knows an individual he would like to invite to the next meeting.
13. Correspondence – Nothing to report.
14. Public Comments.  There were no public comments.
15. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  The first seminar will be on Thursday, October 9, 2008 at 7:00 PM. and the second on Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 7:00 PM.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, October 2, 2008 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership; Discuss Regional Meeting Concept; Discuss Budget; Updates: Website, Workshop Task List.
C. Narveson made a motion to adjourn, P. Shaffer 2nd.  Motion Carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 PM.
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