
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, November 13, 2008

7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Pete Shaffer, Nancy Galhouse, and Chris Narveson (8:00 PM)
Also in Attendance:  Chuck Sasso 

A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:00 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair.

2. Approve Regular Minutes (10/02/08).  K. Talarczyk made a motion to approve the minutes; second from R. Mahoney.  It was noted later in the meeting that when reviewing the 2009 Budget in item 4 that Maintenance/Restoration of Gifted Land is the same as Windmill Ridge Park Naturalization Project.  The minutes of 10/02/08 were approved unanimously (as amended; see item 4).
3. Review Land Trust Seminar.  R. Mahoney reviewed briefly the speakers who presented at each and in what capacity.  Mahoney then summarized the benefits of placing property in a Conservation Easement/Land Trust per the points raised by one of the guest speakers who is a local land owner.  Mahoney reported that they were able to receive cash and take a tax deduction as well as rent the property to a farmer for income.  Attendance for both seminars was nearly equal.  Mahoney noted that attorney Johanna Allex had provided a helpful outline.  Mahoney asked Allex to submit her bill directly to the Town because payment requires Town Board approval.  Mahoney has yet to finalize the remaining paperwork for the WEEB Grant but has agreed to complete it before the December 16, 2008 deadline.  R. Whitacre noted the need to calculate the in-kind contribution from the Parks Commission members.  Mahoney noted that she may need to write an article for the Post Messenger to fulfill the commitment she made in the grant application to provide materials from the seminars to be available at the New Glarus Public Library.

4. Final 2009 Budget.  R. Whitacre noted that he did not print out the budget; the minutes from the October meeting show the changes, but not the entire budget.  R. Mahoney gave the following figures for the 2009 Budget:

Sinking Fund Community Park/Town Hall



$ 5,000

Per Diems







$ 2,100

Website







$    150

Seminars (October & November)




$    400

Spring Clean-up






$    130

Newsletter—Summer/Winter







Printing
 2@ $174
$348

Postage 2@(610 X .42)
$512

Labels
2@$30

$  60




$    920
Windmill Ridge Park Naturalization Project 



$ 1,100

Trail Development Appraisal





$ 1,100

Sinking Fund Community Partnerships



$ 3,000

Community Park/Town Hall Site Evaluation



$ 1,100


Total







$15,000

It was realized that there was duplication of numbers in the October minutes that was discovered after those minutes were approved.  It was agreed, without objection that a review of year-end figures needs to be completed, possibly resulting in a request to the Town Board for the Parks Commission to spend any money in excess or to carry it over for use in 2009.

5. Updates

a. Community Foundation Grant.  R. Whitacre noted that the request to fund a digital projector had been denied.  K. Talarczyk said all equipment requests were heavily scrutinized according to the numbers that would be served.  There was a brief review of what projects received funding; the Foundation placed more emphasis upon programming than equipment.

b. Website.  Nothing new to report.

c. Trails and Bike Trails.  R. Whitacre noted that in the smallest of towns in Switzerland there are a well-marked series of trails that lead from town to town.  R. Whitacre asked who keeps the cows at Hoesly’s Pond; no one knew for certain.  Whitacre thought that equipping cow with a decorative Swiss bell might serve to attract more visitors to our area.  There was a brief discussion that the proposed Spring Valley Trail will stop at Old Madison Road because the recent resurfacing and widening does not provide for a safe continuation into the Village.  Mahoney referred those present to the grant information that Deputy Clerk Wright had forwarded.  Among those was a page of tips for project sponsors:

· Prepare a plan

· Develop a workable project

· Get public support

There was brief discussion about exploring other options for trail locations including along Spring Valley Creek, the easement for which is more likely to be in a flood plain rather than land well-suited to building or farming.

6. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  Clinton Wilde contacted Mahoney after contacting attorney Allex and Doug Cieslak.  Mr. Wilde has 40 acres located at the Dane and Green County line.  Mahoney noted that most of the property is in Dane County north of Peerless Road.  Mr. Wilde has planted over 3,000 trees and developed ponds on his property.  This land had been in the CRP, but no longer is.  R. Mahoney then reported that she was contacted by a local representative of the Babler property located on County Road NN.  It is slightly more than 60 acres in size and is fairly hilly.  R. Whitacre asked how the Parks group should go about viewing the property.  
R. Whitacre suggested that R. Mahoney contact the Bablers or their real estate agent, if they have one, to arrange a viewing of the property to determine its feasibility for use as a park/town hall site.  It was agreed, without objection, that the Wilde property, based on its location, was not the best site for town usage and that no further action would be taken regarding the land.  R. Mahoney did recommend that we put Mr. Wilde in touch with a local land preservation organization if he wanted to move forward with setting up a land trust.

7. Regional Meeting. There was a brief discussion of the challenges of organizing such a meeting.  R. Whitacre offered to contact Anna Schramke of Green County Development Commission to determine what support there might be for such a meeting.

8. Membership.  Chuck Sasso was in attendance and expressed strong interest in joining the Commission.  It was agreed to forward his name to Keith Seward, Chair of the Town Board, so that Chuck and Keith could meet.  Chuck agreed to submit his background and reasons for wanting to join the Parks Commission to the Town Board.

9. Correspondence.  No correspondence to report.
10. Public Comments.  Mahoney mentioned that in the recent Community Connections newsletter from the New Glarus Schools, a statement from Barbara Thompson stressing the importance for communication within the community even for those who do not have children in school.  Mahoney further noted that the Village of New Glarus is considering participation in a 2009 Triathlon per a reference in one of their agendas.  Mahoney would like the Commission to consider participation in the event to show the Town’s support of community events.
11. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, December 11, 2008 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Membership; Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, and Updates: Website. 
 R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Narveson.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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