
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, December 11, 2008

7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Nancy Galhouse, and Chris Narveson
Not in Attendance:  Pete Shaffer
A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:03 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (11/13/08).  K. Talarczyk made a motion to approve the minutes; second from R. Mahoney.  The minutes of 11/13/08 were approved unanimously as presented.
3. Swear in New Member: Chuck Sasso.  Deputy Clerk Wright performed the swearing in process.  Mr. Sasso’s term as a member of the Parks Commission expires in July of 2015.
4. Updates
a. Completion of WEEB Grant paperwork.  R. Mahoney reviewed the paperwork she must file to complete the terms of the grant; she will mail three copies on December 12, 2008.  Mahoney noted that the workshop went slightly over the estimated budget and noted that the grant requires that expenses be kept within ten percent of the estimate.  A portion of this excess in expenses was due to the in-kind contributions.  Mahoney noted that no donation to the speakers beyond the attorney and the appraiser was budgeted.  The members present thanked Mahoney for all her work on this project.
b. Town Board Action regarding a digital projector.  C. Narveson reported that at the 12/09/2008 Town Board meeting that it was agreed that the digital projector can be taken out of the residual funds of the Parks Commission’s 2008 budget.  Mahoney noted that 2008 website costs had been exceeded because of pre-payment for web hosting; however, the money budgeted for the gifted land and the newsletter was not spent.  After a brief discussion of the budget versus year to date costs and possible future costs for 2008, C. Narveson suggested that the Commission was free to purchase the projector of choice as long as it did not exceed the highest estimated cost of $953 without the need to make further requests to the Town Board. 
c. Website.  R. Mahoney questioned whether the annual cost for updating and maintaining the website would be due yet in 2008.  The recent bill from Koneko Multimedia was for four years of web hosting through Network Solutions.  Although the Commission had agreed to a five-year package to realize more savings, the bill had been paid and the issue was therefore considered closed.
d. Village Board action regarding funding Hoesly Pond Sinking Fund.  According to the 11/18/08 Village Board minutes, the $9,500 proposed for Hoesly Pond in the Capital Project line was eliminated to balance the budget after it was decided to not charge the Public Library rent.
e. School District plans for resurfacing tennis courts at Veteran’s Park.  C. Narveson had spoken to Marty Anderson who is on the School Board on a subcommittee for recreation.  Narveson will keep the Parks Commission apprised of any future conversations regarding improvement plans to the courts.  
f. Article regarding Land Trust Seminars.  Mahoney noted that she will organize the few supportive materials from the workshops and will submit them to the Public Library so that they are available for anyone who might be interested.  Wright noted that the first session was recorded onto the hard drive of the laptop and could be burned to an audio CD if patrons want to listen to it.  Mahoney agreed that she will put an article in the Post Messenger when she has time to do so; without objection.
g. Trails and bike trails.  Russ Whitacre had received information from Mahoney of trail projects in other communities.  C. Narveson polled the members present on how they would feel if a trail was to go through their property.  He asked the question so that the members could think through a rationale to support their plans and in anticipation of some negative reactions.  Chuck Sasso explained that if he lived on a larger lot and the trail was not near his house he would not oppose one.  Mahoney stated that she would not like foot traffic from the New Glarus Woods State Park to cross her property because it is so close to her home; however, she stated that if she had a larger property next to a major country trunk or state highway she would not be opposed.  R. Whitacre stated that he currently has an easement next to his home and has cross country skiers and sledding children passing by frequently, which he finds to be a wonderful thing.  K. Talarczyk noted that she would oppose a trail across her property because of increased trash and no provisions for increased security.  Talarczyk shared a map from Iowa County of their trail system.
5. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  Whitacre reported on a meeting with relatives who represent the Babler property.  The father’s wishes were for the property to remain undeveloped.  It had been listed by a realtor but is not currently.  The property is rolling and descends from the ridge along NN to the north.  Mahoney reported that she gave family members Doug Cieslak’s contact information.  Whitacre encouraged the Commission members to view the property.  K. Talarczyk brought information about a property in Exeter Township purchased by the Town in Dayton.  Included in the information were additional notes about future plans to build a Town Hall and garage facility.  K. Talarczyk then gave an update on a property to the eastern edge of the Town of approximately 45 acres, which is currently not on the market.  There was a brief discussion about other properties for sale or those that might be placed into a Land Trust.  Whitacre agreed to speak with Town Chair Keith Seward about these discussions.  Mahoney thought it might be appropriate to invite Seward to the next Parks meeting in January 2009.  
6. Continue Discussion on Regional Meeting.  Talarczyk noted that there is an informational meeting at the Exeter Town Hall on December 16, 2008 at 7 PM to discuss a Town Hall and Town garage that is open to the public.  Their new web address is: www.townofexeter.com.
7. Correspondence

a. Anna Schramke.  Whitacre contacted Schramke, the Executive Director of the Green County Development Corporation, by email regarding what the Parks Commission has been doing and is interested in doing.  Whitacre has not heard back from Ms. Schramke to date.  Whitacre agreed to contact her by phone.  
b. Other.  There was no other correspondence this month.
8. Public Comments.  Whitacre attended the open house on December 6, 2008 at the Swiss Center for North America.  The building has a library and functions as a resource for Swiss culture on this continent.  
9. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, January 8, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Spring Clean-Up Discussion, Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Land Availability, Digital Projector, WEEB Grant, and Updates: Website, School Tennis Courts.
 R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Sasso.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.
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