
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Meeting

Thursday, January 8, 2009
7:00 PM

Attendance:  Karen Talarczyk, Rita Mahoney, Russ Whitacre, Chuck Sasso, Chris Narveson, and Pete Shaffer
Not in Attendance:  Nancy Galhouse
A

Meeting called to order by R. Whitacre at 7:03 PM.

1. Proof of posting was duly noted by the Chair and Deputy Clerk.
2. Approve Regular Minutes (12/11/08).  R. Mahoney made a motion to approve the minutes; second from K. Talarczyk.  The minutes of 12/11/08 were approved unanimously as submitted.
3. Spring Clean-Up Discussion.  R. Whitacre asked those members in attendance if this was an event that should be continued in 2009.  R. Mahoney noted that in 2007 over twenty bags of trash had been collected, but only eight bags were collected in 2008; however, she speculated the decline was due to the unseasonably cool and windy weather.  K. Talarczyk suggested advertising a specific week or longer time frame to encourage individual efforts for cleaning along local roads.  P. Schaffer suggested that neighbors could work cooperatively in their section of the Town.  Chair Whitacre thought it was still important for the members of the Parks Commission to do at least one road as a symbolic gesture and to act as a catalyst for others.  Some roads that were considered were: CR H, Kubly Road, and Airport Road.  Wright thought that Pattie Salter would be coordinating bulky waste collection with James Ober from Waste Management soon to establish those dates for 2009.
C. Narveson asked if this would qualify for a service project for seniors at the local High School.  Mahoney noted that she asked the School District about this possibility last year but did not get a commitment; nevertheless she thought with more lead time it might be more possible this year.  C. Sasso thought it might be possible to schedule this on Earth Day, but a quick referral to a calendar did not produce that date.  Chair Whitacre noted that there were some supplies and incentives left over from last year.  Whitacre will talk to Scott Rippe about placing some information about this in the neighborhood blog for Windmill Ridge, without objection.
4. Discussion Regarding Gifted Land Restoration.   R. Whitacre reported that he spoke with Adam Ingwell, who has experience with prairie restoration.  According to Whitacre, Ingwell spoke to him about related issues about ground water quality.  One of the projects Ingwell is bidding on is the dredging of the lake in Belleville.  Whitacre stated that Ingwell has expertise with invasive species and hopes to solicit his help to inventory the species at the gifted land site.  Mark O’Leary from Applied Ecological Services and a neighbor might also be willing to help with the effort.  Whitacre replied to a question from Narveson regarding a controlled burn of the property that many partial burns might be the most effective strategy rather than one large one.  Talarczyk asked how much money was budgeted in 2009 for the proposed restoration efforts; Whitacre noted that the amount is $1,100.  Talarczyk noted that for the New Glarus Fire Department to be on call during the burn is a minimum charge of $500.
Whitacre thought that Marvin and Coleen Smitherman should also be consulted as they had gotten assistance from the State for restoring the prairie on their property, which is to the south and east of the gifted land.   Whitacre believes it is possible to remove some invasive species by hand in the oak savannah.
5. Updates
a. Workshop packets at New Glarus Public Library.  Mahoney reported that she submitted the WEEB paperwork to complete the conditions of the grant.  She also made five folders with materials from both workshops.  In addition, five audio compact discs of a recording of the first workshop are available for the asking.  Mahoney noted that she submitted a copy of her press release regarding materials at the public library with the materials submitted to WEEB to complete the grant process.  No check has arrived to date from the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board to offset costs.  Deputy Clerk Wright thought that when the attorney’s bill arrived that the Clerk/Treasurer had paid that expense.  Mahoney agreed to call the Clerk to authorize payment to the appraiser and the School District once payment from WEEB had been confirmed.
b. Digital projector.  Deputy Clerk Wright reported on the vendors he had contacted regarding the NEC DLP projector.  He noted that the original model he had recommended had been discontinued as was now recommending a model by the same manufacturer with similar specifications.  There was a brief review of the contracts available through the State of Wisconsin and the University of Wisconsin system; the three vendors through the State were the most competitive according to Wright.  He reported that he had received bids from Insight and MNJ Technologies Direct and recommended MNJ because of the price and the ability to verify the base price from which the state discount was deducted.  The total cost for the NEC NP40 DLP projector with shipping, three-year warranty, remote and carrying case is $747.19. 
There was a brief discussion regarding the amount approved by the Town Board for the projector; Wright inquired if he should get a quote for a wall-mounted projection screen.  C. Narveson made a motion to approve the purchase of the aforementioned equipment from the recommended vendor and to authorize Wright to purchase a screen, the total of the two items not to exceed the cap set by the Town Board; second K. Talarczyk.  The motion was approved unanimously.
c. Website.  P. Shaffer hopes to gather additional information to submit to Eileen Horn of KoNeko Multimedia before the next meeting.  
d. Trails and bike trails.  Whitacre recapped Mahoney’s report on the development of trails in Platteville, WI.  C. Narveson noted that Zentner Road will be the next road to be resurfaced; he hopes the bidding process will begin in March of 2009.  The first phase of improvement will be from CR H northward to the bend to the west on Zentner.  Whitacre suggested that the Commission find out what interest level there is locally to support a trail system.  K. Talarcyzk agreed and recalled the Village Park’s plan that included development of a river walk.  
It was noted that most recreational foot and cycle traffic is accommodated by the existing trails and that serious cyclists tend to seek out the hilly and windy terrain.  There was brief discussion about trails that serve neighborhoods that eventually can link together by joining existing and planned trails in the Village.  R. Mahoney noted that although the economy will not currently allow for meaningful construction of trails, now is the time to do the planning so that when funds are available the Town can act quickly and decisively.  She thought the ideal would be to have a trail that crosses open land rather than adjacent to roads.  C. Sasso thought that acquisition of park property might then dictate the location of this type of trail.  
Whitacre thought for the time being that the Parks Commission could make a recommendation to the Town Board to add an additional width to roads that are to be resurfaced to accommodate foot traffic.  R. Mahoney thought that if it was at all possible to group roads that are near to one another they could then be linked to form a network.  R. Whitacre thought that public input is desirable by this spring and that future meetings need to determine the mechanism for accomplishing goals.  C. Narveson noted that an informational meeting would be held by the Town Board before Zentner Road is resurfaced.  It was agreed that the Swiss Center for North America would be a good resource to approach to help support the walking tradition of the Swiss.  Whitacre agreed to put together some slides in anticipation of the purchase of the projector and screen to share at the February meeting, without objection.
6. Continue Discussion on Land Availability Research.  Whitacre reported that he had spoken with the Town Chair about the Babler property on CR NN.  According to Whitacre, Seward noted that there was the money set aside in the Parks Sinking Fund for the purchase of land.  Whitacre sought permission from the members present to contact Chair Seward formally through an email request.  After brief discussion it was agreed that the Babler heirs should be approached for the asking price of the property as the next step, without objection.  
7. Continue Discussion on Regional Meeting.  Whitacre reported that he spoke with Anna Schramke who then put him in touch with Cara Carper, the Community Resource Development Educator for Green County.  Ms. Carper was excited by the prospect of such a meeting and would be willing to help organize the event.  It was agreed, without objection to invite Ms. Carper to the next meeting.
8. Public Comments.  C. Narveson noted that the widening of Old Madison will allow for pedestrian traffic although it will need to be re-striped.  Narveson asked the opinion of the members present whether a centerline would be appropriate.  Most members thought a rural road normally does not have a centerline.  Mahoney thought that the line might promote safety.  

There was a brief discussion about a Land Trust Program on Public Television that R. Whitacre had recorded, which others had viewed when it was previously aired.  K. Talarczyk reported that in a recent issue of Country Today that there appeared an article about Ben Logan, a Wisconsin writer.    
There was brief discussion regarding the Old Town Hall; the Town Board will determine what action if any it will take regarding its Right of First Refusal for this property. Members of the Parks Commission had been requested early in 2007 by the Town Board to assess the space in early 2007; Parks reported back to the Town Board that the Old Town Hall did not fit the Commission’s current or foreseeable future needs.
9. Schedule Next Meeting and Agenda Items.  It was agreed that the next meeting will be Thursday, February 5, 2009 at 7 PM.  The agenda will include: Spring Clean-Up Discussion, Regional Meeting; Trails and Bike Trails, Land Availability, Digital Projector, WEEB Grant, and Updates: Website.
R. Mahoney made a motion to adjourn; 2nd C. Narveson.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 PM.
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