SPECIAL TOWN MEETING – CLOSING CTY NN 
TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
May 6, 2008
MINUTES
ATTENDING:
Board Members: Keith Seward, Dean Streiff, Jim Hoesly, Bob Elkins, Chris Narveson, Pattie Salter, Dennis Nielson

ALSO ATTENDING:
Dallas Cecil, Karen Talarczyk, Eugene Webber, Steve Johnston (DNR Forester), Tracey Schwalbe, John Wright (EMS), Jeff Skatrud (Green County Sheriff’s Dept.), Frank and Carol Mixdorf, Michael Nelson, Larry Kubehl, Dave Anderson (NGFD), Rita Mahoney, Dunnell Kendrick-Parker, Patrick O’Brien, Eileen Horn, Paul Schiro, Mike Fenley (Vierbicher), Angela Hellenbrand, Bob Rieser, Ruth Elmer, Patrick Geib and Sue Rieser
PROPER PROOF OF POSTING:



Clerk confirmed meeting was properly noticed.
CALL TO ORDER: 
6:04 pm – Swiss Miss Center K. Seward opened the meeting and requested that anyone wishing to express an opinion keep there comments under 3 minutes. 

K. Seward introduced Steve Johnston, DNR Forester and asked that he summarize the reasoning behind the proposed road closing. 


DNR SUMMARY OF ROAD CLOSING:

· DNR is considering making a request to the Green County Board of Supervisors to discontinue a portion of County NN; creating two separate roads: one, being the entrance to New Glarus Woods State Park and State Highway 69; the other being a road from County Hwy N to the western boundary of the park. Both roads would end in a cul-de-sac at the west boundary of the New Glarus Woods.

Safety Issues:

· Difficulty monitoring guests, fees, etc. 

· Two hiking trails cross NN where the current amount of traffic and excessive speed creates a safety hazard to pedestrians, park guests and park staff.
· Animals are killed regularly on the road which diminishes the experience for park visitors and causes a safety problem for drivers
· The main parking lot is on NN and requires visitors to back out into traffic to exit the park, often between cars and with limited visibility.  

Economical Issues:
· The DNR is considering adding 40 additional campsites, including electric sites, 3 new group camping sites, a flush toilet & shower building, dump station, new office, storage building and a nature center.

RESIDENTS IN FAVOR OF CLOSING NN:
· Dunnell Kendrick-Parker read her email message in favor of closing Cty NN. (See Attachment)

· Eugene Webber spoke as a lifelong resident of the New Glarus Village, commented on article in Post Messenger and stated that he could not recall any accidents along hwy NN. 
· Rita Mahoney – spoke in favor of closing Cty NN out of concern for potential traffic accidents and as a means of preserving the natural elements of the park:

· 400 Acres of forest land and prairie restoration

· Hiking Trails

· Nature Programs

· Children’s playground

· the cover of the Spring WI Natural Resources Magazine featured a picture of a summer art program held at the New Glarus Woods
· WI Parks Association honored New Glarus with several awards this year including: best playground, best prairie, and best moonrise. 
· Tourism including income to local retailers and from camping fees
· Patrick O’Brien – spoke in favor of closing Cty NN 
· Greater economic opportunities

· Hub for bike trails

· Attract tourists

· Park improvements
· Does not support cul-du-sac


· Eileen Horn –spoke in favor of closing Cty NN (See Attachment)
· Read from letter submitted – attached

· Advocates a sensible closer – Road closed to through traffic with a magnetic gate that would allow snow plows, emergency vehicles and farm equipment access on an infrequent basis

· Tracey Schwalbe, resident of the Village, spoke on behalf of the girl scouts in favor of closing Cty NN.
· Safety concerns due to heavy traffic and speeding

· Angie Hellenbrand, ICU Nurse noted that safety is a real concern and stated that we’ve been fortunate that there has not been a terrible accident along NN. 
RESIDENTS OPPOSED TO CLOSING NN:

· Paul Schiro – Property owner on NN opposed due to concerns for safety and response times. (See Attachment) 

· Safety concerns due to alternative route (Cty H)

· Emergency response time
· Would like input from emergency drivers, school district, county and state entities
· Data on accidents did not show any accidents on Cty NN from 2004-2007

· Frank Mixdorf – Property owner on N, south of NN  - Submitted letter (See Attachment)
· Wanted to know where daily traffic would be re-routed in the event of NN closing.

· Also noted that there was a planned subdivision planned with 40 lots which would also add to the traffic.

· Suggests opening the park in the winter

· Karen Talarczyk – V.P. of NG Fire Department (See Attachment) – Opposed due to safety vehicle response times:
· Fires double in size every minute 
· Less than 5 minutes response time in a cardiac arrest situation.
· Mutual aid response - closing NN would make rescue vehicles seek alternative routes by causing them to drive around to Cty H.


· Fire Chief, Dave Anderson reported that they timed the response time of 2 rigs that started out at the station and going to W5620 Cty NN.  The rigs did not go lights and siren and tried to obey all speed limits as posted.  The rig that went up 69 took 5 minutes, 23 seconds - the other rig that went around Cty H to Cty NN took 7 minutes, 34 seconds. 

Going lights and siren would make a big difference since the rigs wouldn’t be able to pick up any more speed via H going due to the corners, but by going up 69 lights and siren in ideal traffic they could cut the response time by 1.5-3 minutes. 

· Carol Mixdorf (see attached letter) – felt a seasonal option should be considered.


· Gene Webber – Doesn’t see a reason for closing park.  

· Michael Nelson (see attached letter) – wanted alternatives to closing the road – signs, trail markers, park usage appears to be going down. 


· Larry Kubehl – Cty H was closed last winter – Would like to see a survey sent to the town residents. 

REPORT FROM COUNTY HIGHWAY & EMERGENCY SERVICE PERSONNEL:

Dave Anderson, Fire Chief explained the difference between the routes.

Sheriff’s Department doesn’t have a position – did provide accident records (see attached)
John Wright, EMS Chair (letter attached) – Concurred with fire department. Noted that EMS members are not strapped in and curves pose a safety issue for care workers.

Dallas Cecil from the Green County Highway Department spoke regarding the County’s position on the closing of CTY NN and noted that they had not received any formal communication from neither The State nor the DNR.  The clerk will send notes and minutes regarding CTY NN closure.

K. Seward asked if rerouting Cty NN through another part of the park had been considered. K. Seward also wanted to know if the DNR considered fencing NN with specific walkways (overhead/underground) or marked paths with stop signs.
C. Narveson moved to adjourn, D. Streiff 2nd. Motion carried.
Adjourn 7 p.m.
ATTACHMENTS:
Steve Johnston – Letter from DNR

Sheriff Department – Letter & Statistics

NG Fire Dept – Letter

NG EMS – Letter

Frank Mixdorf – Letter

Chris Nass – Letter

Dunnell Kendrick-Parker - Letter

Bob and Sue Risser  - Email
B. Kendrick – Email
Beth Tetzlaff – Email

Paul Schiro – Letter & Statistics
Michael Nelson – Letter

Eileen Horn - Letter
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