Town and Village of New Glarus Joint Parks & Rec Committee Meeting
October 16, 2014
Minutes

ATTENDING:  Andy Elkins, Dana Emmerton, Harry Puliam, Petra Streiff, Greg Thoemke, Chris Narveson (arrived at 6:42 PM)

ABSENT:  Chris Reis, Pete Raskovic, Mark Janowiak, Village Administrator Nic Owen

ALSO ATTENDING:  None

CALL TO ORDER:  G. Thoemke called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM

AGENDA:

3.  Approval of agenda:  Harry Puliam moved to approve the agenda, Petra Streiff seconded.  Motion passed.

4.  Approval of minutes of 07/17/2014 joint parks & rec meeting:  Andy Elkins moved to approve the minutes, Dana Emmerton seconded.  Motion passed.

5.  Public comments:  None

6.  Joint dog park grant submission:  With both Administrator Owen and M. Janowiak absent, we did not have up-to-date information on this topic at the ready.  G. Thoemke indicated that he would contact Village staff and ask them to send out an e-mail to both the Village and Town committees, updating them on this topic.

7.  Update trails process and bridge project:  H. Puliam shared that he and C. Narveson had recently explored the area near the Brewery’s hops field, to see if it had potential as a location for walking trails.  They found the area very overgrown and somewhat steep, and concluded that a tremendous amount of work would be needed to create trails in that area.  He also indicated that C. Narveson will be contacting the DNR, to request that they send someone out
to offer guidance, suggestions and advice on possible trail locations, and to help us consider the challenges that may be associated with parking.

G. Thoemke indicated that he did not know if Village staff had found out anything more about possible grant opportunities that may be available next year, to help with the funding of a bridge over the Sugar River, which would help pedestrians to access the soccer fields and improved stream bank.  Thoemke said he would contact Village Administrator Owen to see if Owen had any updates to offer on the topic.

8.  Discussion / recommendation:  potential land for dog park:  G. Thoemke indicated that he’d heard word of mouth about an approximately 7 acre lot on Pioneer Road that is for sale.  This lot would be in the town, and it sounded as if it may have potential as the location for a dog park, possibly done as a joint Town / Village collaboration.  C. Narveson indicated that this may have potential, especially if the property is zoned “no build,” which would likely make the property more affordable.  G. Thoemke indicated that he would reach out to realtor Lexie Duval Harris, to see if she had any information on this property.

9.  Town / Village parks updates:  TOWN:  H. Puliam shared information about the Town’s upcoming event at Bluebird Ridge park, to be held on Saturday 10/18/2014.  The event is to start at 3:30 PM.  It will feature an educational workshop, tour of the park, bonfire, food and refreshments.  All are invited.

VILLAGE:  G. Thoemke shared information on the Village discussion that has occurred, regarding the potential building of a shelter at Hoesly Pond Park.  A full-size shelter, complete with running water and electric service, may be prohibitively expensive at this point, but a smaller shelter facility, expandable to include bathroom and kitchen facilities, may be possible.  A. Elkins suggested that it may be possible to obtain water service via a shallow well.

G. Thoemke reported that the Village Board is exploring the potential to install a sidewalk from the parking lot at Veterans’ Park to the actual veterans’ memorial.  Such a sidewalk would increase access to the memorial.  Village staff will be seeking bids for such a sidewalk, and exploring the possibility for a cost-sharing arrangement with veterans’ groups.

G. Thoemke reported on various activities occurring in conjunction with the Chalet of the Golden Fleece museum, including:  a marketing agreement with AAA of Wisconsin, the Village 

Board’s actions to pursue a “building condition report” on the Chalet and ongoing efforts to place the Chalet on the National Register of Historic Places.

10.  Schedule next meeting and agenda items:    Next meeting date was scheduled for Thursday, January 15th 2015, at 6:30 PM, at the Town Hall.  Agenda items agreed to included a continuation of the topics discussed at the 10/16/2014 meeting, and outlined in these minutes.  Additional items may be added, as necessary.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A. Elkins moved to adjourn, C. Narveson seconded.  Motion passed, adjourned at 7:23 PM.
