
MINUTES  

TOWN OF NEW GLARUS 

Regular Town Board Meeting 

Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus  

July 24, 2015, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

ATTENDING: Board Members: Chris Narveson, Dean Streiff, Jim Hoesly and Robert Elkins. Susan Crum, Pattie 

Salter and Dennis Nielson were absent. 

 

 

ALSO ATTENDING: Patrick McGowan 

   

C. Narveson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

1) Proof of Posting: Chris Narveson stated posting was done correctly.  

 

2) Town Hall Expansion/Remodel Progress Report: C. Narveson asked P. McGowan to bring the board up to date on the 

Town Hall Expansion/Remodel expansion project. Patrick presented the Town Board with a set of drawings for 

review. McGowan estimated bid packets would be completed by the end of next week, July 31. Plan review was 

scheduled for August 10 and bids would be let upon approval of the board. Once the plans are approved, McGowan 

will make any necessary changes and publish the drawings and specifications on bid websites and send them out to 

interested contractors. Our estimated timeframe is to let the bids next week, receive quotes from bidders throughout 

August, select the winning bidder at the September meeting and begin construction mid September. C. Narveson 

asked him for clarification regarding the current drawings, are they ready to go to bid. McGowan replied that the 

drawings are still in draft form but will be finalized by the end of next week.  

 

McGowan walked through the plans; He explained that the expanded area of parking lot due to expansion by 4 feet of 

the building, adjusting a walk location due to the entrance change, ADA stall is moved, basically kept all the parking 

the same and just made adjustments to the building per the last meeting’s discussion. C. Narveson suggested the 

paving be taken out of the contract and wait for that to go with landscaping plans. There was consensus by the board 

to remove the paving from the plan. P. McGowan said he will just include back fill and show the work area about 6 

feet outside the perimeter of the building outline for access to foundation work. He stated he will pull out any 

landscaping. C. Narveson asked about the new lighting. P. McGowan pointed out where lights on the building are 

currently positioned, on each corner. There was consensus to include off building lighting in the landscaping plans. B. 

Elkins questioned lighting need on East side of the building. P. McGowan pointed to a location area on the building 

which would light the ADA stall.  Without objection this ADA stall lighting will be included on the building.  He 

continued; a lot of selective demolition removal has been removed from the plans, pointing to changes in wall area 

and window and that no steel beam will be removed. C. Narveson felt a door is still needed so that if building is 

rented this could be closed and locked. P. McGowan stated that ninety percent of ducts will remain and both attic 

furnaces will feed into the rooms. There was discussion regarding office work flow and input from Clerk and Deputy 

Clerk. B. Elkins asked about the door concept for entrance into the main hall. C. Narveson stated the door is necessary 

because this portion has a separate heating system. D. Streiff questioned door widths to accommodate wheelchairs. 

McGowan reviewed all doors, 3 foot sizes (existing front entrance is 3’4”) and accessible. C. Narveson questioned 

door into main hall. McGowan informed them about doors; entry door to meeting room will be a full light all glass 

opaque door for sight into the meeting room, half glass door to meeting room from Clerk’s office with same type of 

glass, interior doors are two panel wood, window in the wall and the front door a two panel with glass in top. The 

opening in proposed entry will be up three courses of masonry and clamp it for new lentil due to culvert. He asked 

does the window become a pass through or a sliding style. After discussion it was determined to do a fixed window in 

the wall from lobby to the Deputy Clerk’s office. It was decide to put a ledge on the window for a radio controlled 

bell for when Clerk is alone. Exterior windows were reviewed. B. Elkins wondered about security lighting on the 

West side. There was consensus to add this lighting, all lights to be LED type and any current lights changed over to 

that type.  

     

The lobby area and bathrooms were reviewed. The only change was to extend counter for waste receptacle below, no 

finishes or cabinet. There was consensus for a “nice” entrance door in the Swiss style. McGowan will send them 
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pictures of what is proposed and other options including hardware.  

     

A bulletin board and bench were discussed for the front of the building. J. Hoesly said it should be possible to get a 

donation of a bench. It was decided to review all this for next year’s landscaping plans including possible tree 

donations.  

     

C. Narveson brought up heating needs and questioned whether there would be base board heaters in the bathroom. P. 

McGowan said yes and went over the extra heaters in the offices and the furnace zones. He explained the work in the 

attic, ceiling work, replacement of current lighting and use of 90% of duct work. The use of lights that have direct and 

indirect (shines to the ceiling) ceiling lights and the use of energy efficient lighting. McGowan went over all lighting 

fixtures and locations. He asked what to do with ceiling fan in entrance, there was consensus to remove, and then he 

could add a suspended pendant LED light in the tower. He will research regarding best price and purpose. C. 

Narveson suggested a wider door. There was continued discussion regarding the front door, consensus to have it be a 

reasonable cost solid or with window. The street side windows in the tower will remain. The lights above the front 

door and bulletin board will be can lights. 

    

P. McGowan showed the proposed lay-outs of furniture and storage area. B. Elkins questioned adding another row of 

chairs and moving the Clerk’s door further north. There was discussion regarding which way the door would swing 

open. There was consensus to have it swing into the Clerk’s office (?). C. Narveson questioned door locks. McGowan 

went over all door locks. There was a decision to put a cabinet around the Carillion so that it could stay where it is, 

and it would be able to be locked.  

   

P. McGowan reviewed exterior plans, elevations are similar to the 3-D drawings, and the alternate is to repaint the 

building. There was consensus to have the entire building repainted including the trim; this will be included in the 

project bid. C. Narveson wondered whether the roof is in good condition. This will be added to the bid as an alternate. 

McGowan continued; new windows in all existing windows except the upstairs and window boxes replaced. A Town 

Hall sign placement was discussed; B. Elkins thought a wood sign or with a wrought iron bracket, J. Hoesly 

mentioned that wind can be an issue with a hanging sign, there was a mention of upkeep for a wooden sign. There was 

a decision to wait until the construction is completed to decide and it would not be necessary to illuminate a sign. It 

was decided to continue with a post office box and no mail box. J. Hoesly wondered whether this will be open public 

parking because people are currently parking here and if there would be a liability. There was a discussion regarding; 

business parking, overnight parking and posting. It was decided to review parking after we are using the office.  

    

McGowan reviewed the duct work; the ones being changed to run through the ceiling due to current underground 

placement. He presented interior décor choices that he has proposed and that the Clerk made and he asked whether 

they want to keep the current planking in the entry. The decision is to replace for the hallway bathrooms and storage 

area. C. Narveson suggested that the actual color pallet be a decision later but the product types are part of the bid.  

    

There was consensus to have P. McGowan use directives from tonight to bid the project. D. Streiff moved to put the 

project out for bid based upon tonight’s discussion, 2
nd

 by J. Hoesly. Under discussion C. Narveson stated that he 

would like a delivered copy or PDF to all the local contractors that had received the previous plans and a special 

invitation to rebid the project. Motion carried.  

    

3) Public Comments: None. 

 

4) Adjourn:  R. Elkins moved to adjourn at 8:40pm, 2
nd

 by J. Hoesly. No further discussion. Motion carried 

unanimously.  


