TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
Parks Commission Meeting
September 25, 2014
Minutes


ATTENDING: 	Chris Narveson, Andy Elkins, Dana Emmerton, Chris Reis, Harry Pulliam and Susan McCallum, Deputy Clerk.

ABSENT:	 

ALSO ATTENDING:      David Woerpel and Elizabeth Woerpel. They left at 8:50pm.

CALL TO ORDER:	C. Narveson called the meeting to order at 7:41p.m.

AGENDA:

1. Proof of Posting:  S. McCallum attested that the agenda was properly posted.

2. Discuss and consider August 28 minutes: 
      A. Elkins moved to approve the August 28 minutes, 2nd H. Pulliam. Motion carried.  
     
3. Public Comments:  None.  

4.    Discuss 2015 budget, reimburse D. Emmerton $10.95, recruitment-Roy’s $3.59:
       S. McCallum presented the 2014 budget to date and presented the receipts. Discussion included the expenditures up to this meeting, including the fact there is not a revenue side to their budget. C. Narveson questioned expenditures anticipated yet this year, such as the fall workshop. The group should be prepared to make decisions regarding the 2015 budget at the next meeting. S. McCallum presented the information regarding the cost to update the Trout Stream map in 2015. D. Emmerton suggested including “projects” as a standalone category for unanticipated expenditures. A. Elkins asked when do we lose the first monies from the Impact Fees. S. McCallum looked at the chart and said July 8, 2015. 
   The Target receipt was a legitimate expense for the Spring Workshop, there was a previous one for the same amount reimbursed, but she had two. A. Elkins moved to approve payment of $10.95 and $3.59, 2nd by C. Reis. Motion carried. 

5.   Update: Trail easement response and next step, walking of trail:  
        H. Pulliam related that he and C. Narveson walked along Spring Valley Creek just north of the hop field. The 20’ distance along this stream is overgrown by huge box elders. There is also difficult terrain where the corn is planted up to the 20” and a little shed. They feel that they need to get the DNR representative to come out and walk along and determine who owns what and what it will take to establish a trail. They thought about relocating to the north side of the stream, the question is where would people park. D. Emmerton felt that people would walk from the hotels, tourists visiting and children on bicycles. Discussion included bringing it closer to town to connect with those, but that entails multiple ownerships. C. Narveson said this stream seldom has water in it and isn’t really a trout stream which would eliminate possible funding. He said he could eliminate the trees with a back hoe. H. Pulliam said they need to think about this some more and may need to modify the plans. Discussion continued regarding the Brewery’s commitment and lands more south of the stream. C. Narveson said they found a beautiful hidden pond in this area that is bigger than Hoesly’s pond. A. Elkins said that he believes that is someone’s sanctuary so they would probably not be interested in having the public access. S. McCallum will contact the DNR representative to see when he would be available and let members know. 
        No contact with Voegli Farms.

6.   Update; joint school project meeting with Facilities Committee: 
           
           a. Discuss and consider insurance response and borings: C. Narveson said it was a hard sell to the Facilities Committee. They were adamant about moving the tennis court from the current site due to low land soil conditions. He was able to convince them that he could get our soils and engineering company and donate their time to check and see if they could put them in. A board member offered to use his mini to dig the holes for the borings in order to get core samples to  determine appropriateness of the soil.  
     The response regarding liability with an ice rink being transferred to the town plus cost of upkeep makes this a non-viable option. The commission brain stormed ways to refute the issues. H. Pulliam said the Facilities Committee was considering doing something similar to property behind the school, such as a multi use center. He suggests that they get back to Jennifer with the reply “in consideration of your insurance comments we are going to look at other options and the future.” H. Pulliam will send message to Thayer.
   
7.   Discuss and consider Fall Workshop: 
          a. Scouts piling brush, location of bon fire, fire dept. presence:
           The brush piles and location of bonfires have been identified. There will be two fire piles. The one closer to the entrance will work for the workshop. C. Narveson has not contacted the fire department yet, he could get a 4 wheeler with water tank on it. D. Emmerton was very concerned they have some type of fire suppression. 

          b. Set-up, refreshments cost: D. Emmerton suggested with children in the neighborhood we are going to need larger quantities or serve in increments. H. Pulliam suggested because of the time of the day we have something more substantial. Consensus was to purchase hot dogs from Hoesly’s Meats, about 100, roast them over the fire with buns and marshmallows. A. Elkins suggested purchasing Keebler fudge round type cookies to create smores. All agreed drinks to include hot chocolate and bottled water. D. Emmerton asked that the scouts prepare sticks for roasting ahead of the event and have them available for attendees. All agreed plus C. Narveson said they could create additional from the conservancy.  

          c. Posting temporary no parking: McCallum asked the commissioners to consider posting no parking on the entrance side of BBRC due to limited space. The decision was to have members park their cars on the North side of Windmill Ridge Rd. and then encourage guests to follow suit. 

          d. Direction sign at Hwy 69: McCallum provided examples and costs for easels to be used multiple times for commission activities. H. Pulliam presented information on a business in Monticello that has done banners for his business and is pleased with the work. D. Emmerton moved to spend up to $300.00 on signs from Dove Designs in Monticello, “Town Park’s Workshop” on one side, the other side “Town Park’s Tree Sales”, 2nd by H. Pulliam. Motion carried. 

          e. Flier, preparation/mailing. Approve $14.97 labels, $100.00 fliers: C. Reis and D. Emmerton have put the fliers together. A. Elkins moved to approve invoices for payment of $14.97 labels and $100.00 for flier printing, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried. 
               
          f. Scout recognition-press release; appearance by Sondy Pope:
              It was decided before introducing the speakers that they give recognition to the scouts for  the blue bird houses, bird blind and brush cutting. Sondy will not be attending; she was invited due to her interest in birding. McCallum will create a press release for the activity; describe hot dogs in refreshments, speakers and recognition of scouts. Harry has contacted Jean Blum and John Patterson of the Green-Rock Audubon Society and they will begin their presentation on birds at 4 pm. In addition Grace McLaughlin will be available to complete the discussion. 

8.   Discuss impact fees: No updates.

9.   Discuss and consider BBRC activities:
          a. Payment to Fabos for sumac and leafy plant spraying, $522.00. H. Pulliam moved to approve the payment, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried. 
          
          b. Girl Scout project-signs: Boundary marking, park hours, vegetation: 
               E. Woerpl has been working on editing the ariel map so that it shows the trails better; she plans to draw them in. She has contacted a private sign co. to create one map sign at the entrance and identified boundary markings stating private property for 4 – 5 locations plus hours sign; boundary signs $15 per aluminum 12x 12 sign, additional expense for lettering. A. Elkins said a simple private property sign could come from a local dollar store. D. Woerpl said they saw green colored signs that would blend in better. H. Pulliam said that a less garish sign would be preferred, so bring your ideas. There was a projection of double the cost with lettering; she said that it depended on how many colors. She did let the sign company know they are for a park. C. Narveson stated he liked aluminum because they would hold up to weather.  She said she needs additional training; she has the next one on November 1, before continuing with project. The commission assured her that this is not an issue, there is no timeline. She would come back for the November commission meeting and will have more details on sign costs. A. Elkins suggested back to back signs that would have “entering private property”/”entering BBRC”. All agreed it would be a good idea, she will research that cost as well.  
          
          c. Follow-up maintenance of picnic tables, 1-paint, 1- stain.
            The scouts have not made it to the location yet. If it doesn’t happen this fall, then spring. 

10.  Discuss and consider purchase of mower: Move to next month. 

11.  Schedule Next Meeting and Set Agenda: October is the joint meeting with the Village, there. October  16th, 7:15pm. Last minute prep for Workshop, purchase of mower, DNR rep. attendance and budget.   

12.    Adjourn:  A. Elkins moved to adjourn at 10:00 pm, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried. 	
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