TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
Parks Commission Meeting
August 28, 2014
Minutes


ATTENDING: 	Chris Narveson, Andy Elkins, Dana Emmerton, Harry Pulliam and Susan McCallum, Deputy Clerk.

ABSENT:	Chris Reis, Pete Raskovic

ALSO ATTENDING:	 Adam Ingwell (left at 7:50pm), David Woerpel, Elizabeth Woerpel,      Skyler Woerpel (Woerpels left at 8:40pm)

CALL TO ORDER:	A. Elkins called the meeting to order at 7:21p.m.

AGENDA:

1. Proof of Posting:  S. McCallum attested that the agenda was properly posted.

2. Discuss and consider July 17, 2014 minutes: 
      A. Elkins moved to approve the July 17 minutes, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried.  
     
3. Public Comments:  None.  

4.    Discuss and consider expenditure to update Trout Stream Map: 
         S. McCallum presented the email from C. Newberry regarding costs to upgrade. It was decided to add additional things to the map such as trails, future trails and the BBRC; to be put in the 2015 budget.  

5.   Update: Trail easement response and next step:  It was decided to move this to the next agenda for further discussion. S. McCallum related her discussion with the brewery and possible marking the 20’ distance from the Spring Valley creek as she was concerned about the distance to their hops garden and a potential new driveway. It was decided to mark that as well as Voegli’s land. It was decided all would go after foliage is knocked down. 
     C. Narveson will do a follow-up call to Voegli’s Farm, McCallum will get him a number, and H. Pulliam offered to accompany him with a site visit. 

6.   Update: joint school project meeting with Superintendent and scheduled meeting with Board:
        September 8, 6:30 pm at the High School Library with the School’s Facility Committee, a sub-committee of the School Board. C. Narveson has begun contact with the local soccer association for a possible funding stream. The boards are left up and they could use for practice in the spring when weather doesn’t allow outdoor. C. Narveson asked if anyone has a hockey contact, A. Elkins will, it would be ideal to have them at the meeting to show support not necessarily money. A. Elkins asked that Chris be in attendance, he spoken with the superintendent, and one of the people on the committee was concerned with concrete issues. So that the idea won’t fail due to misinformation. D. Emmerton will contact L. Paron regarding tennis use and attendance. 
 
7.   Discuss and consider Fall Workshop: 
        a. Date, time, location. H. Pulliam suggested a Saturday afternoon and early evening. 18th and rain date 25th.  Begin at 3:30pm with program and have fire already going. Refreshments such as donut holes, marshmallows and hot cider. Possible guitar and singing. Will need a temporary sign at Hwy 69 directing people to the location. 
        b. Program. Discussion included tying the promotion of bird blind project with the fall workshop. A bird presentation, H. Pulliam will contact his Audubon contact for a speaker. Scout recognition and Sandy Pope appearance. 
        c. Flier. Check on Facebook for cancellation. Bring your own chairs/blankets. S. McCallum will design and D. Emmerton will fold. This will be added to September meeting. 

8.   Discuss impact fees: Amounts and additions were reviewed.

9.   Discuss and consider BBRC activities:
          a. Design of bird blind. A. Elkins said he met with A. Newberry and designed and installed an addition to the front of the blind with a small opening to accommodate adults. There was general discussion regarding promotion of project and BBRC. 
          b. Boundary marking, girl scout. Goals award for girl scouts. Elizabeth Woerpel, 2037 troop. She is asking for information on where the boundaries would be and any funds for the signs. She was thinking about signs that would say you are here and identify what is there. A. Elkins asked is there a timeline, she said within 4 years, she is currently a freshman. C. Narveson summarized what he thinks she is talking to, as you enter or along lines, or both. She was thinking some of the edges and a few spots in the middle. H. Pulliam asked what do you expect the signs would look like. She said it depends on the size and shape of actual park. A. Elkins asked would you be able to put together a formal proposal regarding sign styles and makers with ideas and various price ranges. And then we could fine tune what the language would be, the length of lasting, weather protected. D. Emmerton talked about the project outline, listen. Various materials, and also consider an hours sign, dawn to dusk.
     A. Elkins moved to recognize Elizabeth Woerpel as our project leader for implementation of all sinage in the BBRC towards her Goal award in Girl Scouts, 2nd by H. Pulliam. Motion carried. C. Narveson said this will be an agenda item each month whether she appears or not, just so she always has the opportunity.  
     S. McCallum handed out the documentation concerning the gift of BBRC to the town. The deed stipulates “In the event the Town of New Glarus no longer chooses to use this parcel of land as a conservancy area or a park, title to this parcel of land shall revert back to Duane Pope and Carolyn Sue Pope, Joint Revocable Trust”
                
          c. Park hours sign. Discussed under boundary marking. 

          d. Maintenance of picnic tables, 1-paint, 1-stain. D. Emmerton asked would a service project include something like maintaining the picnic tables. D. W. said probably not until next year. She continued that there are the paint and stain supplies already and she still has the sander. Everyone agreed that the scouts could possibly coordinate with her to do before end of September.
          e. Brush burning, scouts. D. Worepel was present for discussion regarding Eagle Scout projects potential in the future. C. Narveson spoke about trail developments ES, brush cutting/removal as a troop project. Another project in the works is a multi use/season tennis court facility. Someone he spoke with said what really brings people in is a fire ring for hockey. In addition he saw there is a corn hole game that is popular in Baraboo. H. Pulliam explained the joint project with the school. D.Woerpel said in a more immediate project, they would be able to work with brush removal for the William T. Hornaday Award. H. Pulliam said that trees removed in April left branches and ½ of logs up to 5 ft. long and we need to get that up into one location. This can’t happen until leaves die back C. Narveson asked about a brush pile for the fall burn, in October. Yes, they are accessible. A. Elkins suggested we designate where the fire should be, so if the scouts do this project they know where to locate the piles. H. Pulliam said that A. Elkins and he could meet at the location to determine site and meet with scout leader. D. Emmerton felt there needs to be a water source. C. Narveson said he will talk to the fire chief about an engine at site in case it is needed. The discussion continued regarding dates and conflicting community events.
           
          f. Discussion with liaison to BBRC. A. Ingwell was present to discuss continued work based upon last fall plus additional work that would possibly include a joint project Mike Engell, Fish and Wildlife said there may be some funds. He also broached the subject that the work may also include private property. The email was an estimate for continued work by Steve Fabos:
1. Maintenance, 2. Clearing. He heard back from Mike Engell, could get up to $2,500 in funding for habitat work. When he applies they look at where project is and more bang for buck. He needs to talk with private land owner on other side of box elders if interested. He suggested tying in all maintenance in park land to tie into bang for buck. H. Pulliam asked when he talks with them what will he be discussing. Listen. D. Emmerton suggested offering them a replacement for the trees. H. Pulliam said in the venue of being a good neighbor, talk with them for their input. A. Elkins asked would this include eradication of sumac. Three property owners on long side of park. A. I. said he focused on box elder patch because it is only one property owner. He said the second project if owners not interested would be the general clearing and main. By Fabos. treating leaves of sumac works quickest and best. H. Pulliam stated he is opposed to spraying, he thinks there might be another alternative. Last piece is timing, if they decide to fund, their timeline is October. He does not want to wait until then, as there is growing season right now. C. Narveson asked is November too late for clearing brush and trees. A. Ingwell said no all winter. He wants to do things in open area while plants are identifiable. A. Elkins said the process also includes getting funds approved and the cycle of meetings. The question is where is the budget? S. McCallum will email to all members when she gets details. H. Pulliam moved to approve spending of $928 on maintenance of BBRC, 2nd by A. Elkins. Motion Carried. 
   A. Elkins moved to direct our liaison to apply for the Private Land Grant from the Fish and Wildlife agency in Madison, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried. 
    
10.  Discuss and consider purchase of mower: H. Pulliam introduced the topic. He had talked with a member of the TPE regarding a rough cut mower they are considering purchasing. This type  attaches to a tractor or ATV and is about 6’ x6’. He then researched brands and prices. His concept was that once the leaves are gone, remove the logs and run through the sumac at BBRC. It would be a way to maintain this property and mow trails in the future. Additional equipment need would be an ATV and trailer. Suggestion included asking weed commissioner to assist with maintenance. Storage was discussed, D. Emmerton offered their pole barn. 
   Discussion included possible purchases in 2015 as some of the impact fees are due to be returned mid-year. This will be included in future agendas under trails.  

11.  Schedule Next Meeting and Set Agenda: Sept. 18, 7:15pm. Workshop, budget(trout stream map, bbrc items including signs, workshops), Elizabeth Woerpel, Joint project with school, Trails.
       
12.    Adjourn:  A. Elkins moved to adjourn at 10:20 pm, 2nd by D. Emmerton. Motion carried. 	
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