TOWN OF NEW GLARUS
Joint Village and Town Parks Commission Meeting
January 9, 2014
Minutes


ATTENDING: 	Chris Narveson (he left at 7:15pm, passed the chair to A. Elkins), Andy Elkins, Dana Emmerton, Chris Reis, Harry Pulliam and Susan McCallum, Deputy Clerk; Joan Betz, Mark Janowiak, Greg Thoemke and Village Administrator Nicholas Owen.

ABSENT:	 Pete Raskovic

ALSO ATTENDING:	  None.

CALL TO ORDER:	C. Narveson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA:

1.  Approve minutes of October 10, 2013:  G. Thomeke moved to approve the October 10, 2013 minutes, 2nd by Mark Janowiak. Motion carried.
     
2. Public Comments:  None

3.  Update/Discussion: Joint Dog Park:   
              a. Update: Dog Park Fencing grant. G. Thomeke reported that the village did not
                  receive the grant from the Community Foundation. The feedback was that there 
                  wasn’t enough detail. They will reapply with more research and comparison with 
                  other communitys’ and overall size of the area at ½ acre site. M. Janowiak
                  researched other communites such as Tomahawk, Spring Green, Twin Lakes,
                     Waupaca and Kenosha County. They are all primarily up to 5 acres with separate
                  areas for large and small dogs. The Waupaca site was about 2.5 acres and they felt
                  it was too small as not much grass is left from wear by dogs. The Kenosha County
                  Parks person was very informative. Some of the comments he had include:
                       He said unexpected problems included; minor complaints Not from neighbors,
                         no smell issues, other people sneaking in for free and aggressive dogs. 
                       The rules are posted and written into parks ordinances for enforcement. 
                       They sold the naming rights to three parks at $12,500 each.; .9, 2 and 5 acres
                          are the sizes. 
                       Crushed granite at gate and on human paths to prevent mud and in smaller 
                          locations the grass gets torn up from use. 
                       Fees included: $2 daily, $20 year, $5 additional dog with serial numbered tags
                         that cost less than $1 a tag to purchase.  
                       Have spent $1,400 on fees deposit boxes to prevent removal.
                       Eagles Scouts fundraised and built; benches, lights, watering stations and 
                       shade shelters.
                  Mark will put all the information he obtained into a document to share.
                 A. Elkins stated he liked the pricing structure. C. Narveson stated he liked the
                 naming rights concept. Other possible locations for a larger site were discussed 
                 and any larger areas would need to be outside the Village limits. J. Betz stated we
                 should look for a larger area, but we shouldn’t preclude a smaller one within the
                 Village so residents could walk to it. A. Elkins stated when he presented the idea to 
                the Town Board about funds for a fence it was not well received and questions
                regarding this being large enough and not dumping money into a location that is
                later abandoned. D. Emmerton asked about the Shooting Barn property. M. 
                Janowiak agreed it would be a good site and said they had been asked by the
                village and were not interested to two different ideas, but maybe if funds were
                given this would change. A. Elkins commented that we then should try again for
                the grant in the next round. G. Thomeke stated that would be next fall. M.
                Janowiak said it is due in October and then they announce a few months later. It
                was decided to write a joint press release to the communities asking for possible
                donation of land for a park. G. Thoemke will create a draft with N. Owen and
                forward to C. Narveson for approval. H. Pulliam said that there have been
                comments by residents that who needs a dog park in the country when you have
                large lots. There was discussion regarding socialization needs and dogs not being
                able to be off leash in an open areas. M. Janowiak said the lady at the Tomahawk
                Chamber said the tourists also enjoy utilizing the area, so it could also be part of
                the village’s tourism promotion. D. Emmerton said at this point should we wait
                until we can get a grant ? There was general discussion regarding alternate funding
                sources. D. Emmerton asked then do we wait until after the referendum and see if
                the library land is available, if we get a response from the land donation request,
                any other options and then do additional fundraising ? G. Thomeke agreed with 
                these scenarios.   
 
              b. Discussion: Fees and Regulations.  G. Thomeke said his impression is to adopt
                the previously presented fees from Dane County. A. Elkins said he liked the lower
                daily fees presented tonight as opposed to the Dane County $5 fee/day, and he feels
                this would support more use and establish use/need going forward. H. Pulliam
                agreed that this fee would be good for a trial use. G. Thomeke stated he would go
                along with the lower daily fee of $3. M. Janowiak said they were reasonable. 
                J. Betz said that a $3 fee would add up higher on a daily basis for the month and
                everyone has $2 in their pocket. She also suggested that the fee could be
                established at a later date. D. Emmerton and A. Elkins stated they would be in
                favor of the $2 fee/day. H. Pulliam asked what kind of maintenance is needed. 
                M. Janowiak said that Kenosha does daily pick up of dog waste and the cost of
                waste bags. J. Betz said the area is grassy so there would not be brush removal
                costs. A. Elkins suggested brush chippings for trails. G. Thomeke said the area is
                already on the village’s mowing schedule so there wouldn’t be any additional cost
                for this maintenance; so just the fence is the large cost. M. Janowiak said the
                current area is already owned so no purchase cost would be necessary. J. Betz said
                that if they were to find a larger area it would need to be outside the village, such as
                in the Town. She said they should establish this smaller one as we look for a
                larger one. A. Elkins said he went before the board to bring up the subject of the
                fence and if they did the smaller one it would be a very tough sell to pay for a
                larger one later. M. Janowiak suggested that if the smaller location is fenced 
                this could be removed and used at the larger one. A. Elkins said yes except for 
                cemented posts.        
                C. Narveson asked what happened to the ice rink, N. Owen replied that it wasn’t 
                installed due to lack of use. 


4.   Update on Hoesly Pond:  N. Owen reported that people are ice fishing and reported that the high bred Bluegills are huge. There is a catch and release rule for adults. They have applied for a Stewardship Grant, but he did not have an update. H. Pulliam asked what has all been done in recent years to the pond. G. Thoemke stated it was dredged and the banks were rip rapped. N. Owen stated the overflow location was changed for better flow. He also said there is a future plan to grade, a parking lot and add a shelter with restrooms and/or kitchen facilities. The FFA alumni have taken this on as a project and are trying to fund raise. D. Emmerton wondered whether there would be room to put in a skating rink or warming house once they grade. She feels that there is an interest in ice skating, and this would be more visible place to put a rink alongside the pond. She also feels because it is at the edge of the village it would seems more like a shared space. 
N. Owen said that this could be possible and would probably need to be worked into the grading plan.. H. Pulliam asked how much total area and where parking is located. N. Owen said about 3 acres with the pond, there is a driveway into the area otherwise on street parking. D. Emmerton asked that whomever attends the next meeting could they bring it to them as a suggestion. G. Thomeke said we need to be sensitive to the FFA Alumni’s vision. S. McCallum asked where the rink equipment is located, that this would be a selling feature as we can offer the equipment. 
N. Owen said stored in the village garage and is complete and in good shape. General discussion included why it wasn’t used last year. N. Owen stated the grading was off and weather was terrible. H. Pulliam said he felt this was a way to keep people participating and using local facilities. 

5.  Town/Village Parks Update: 
                    a. Town;  2014 Tree Sales, Trails: A. Elkins informed the group that they are having another sale, they already have orders for 757, 2-3’ trees and also ordered over for day of sales. He said they had talked with Paul Jennrich as not to be in competition with that program. They are looking at doing program after Arbor Day. 
       The commission had someone from the DNR speak with them, and mowed trails are acceptable but not impervious ones in wetlands. They are moving forward to access easements for the project, link with other trails in the town and near the creeks in the town. No motor vehicles, fishing access and cross country skiing. M. Janowiak said he and other skiers said there aren’t really any trails nearby and there is a nice small groomer you can pull behind as snowmobile. It would be nice to have a dedicated ski trail. 
        H. Pulliam informed everyone about activity at BBRC and the restoration. The commission joined The Prairie Enthusiasts who did a burn at the site and there is one planned for this spring. This late fall there was invasive removals by hand, late winter larger trees will be removed, bird blinds-watching stations to be installed this spring, blue bird houses have been installed and for the future planning for educational programs/workshops. A. Elkins said there is an oak savannah in the center with picnic tables. H. Pulliam suggested there may be opportunities for joint projects in this park. He explained the exact location and that there is only on road parking.

                    b. Village; Arbor Day Tree Planting: G. Thoemke reported there has been a conversation with the school for relocating their soft ball field(s). Bids have been put out but so far as he is aware nothing has been received.  
    In 2014 the Arbor Day planting is Friday May 2, with a rain date the following Monday. He explained that only High School children are invited, local community adults participate, they break into teams and plant trees requested by village residents. Lunch follows with additional planting. They are looking for volunteers, contact Paul Jennrich. N. Owen said 50 to 75 trees are planted each year. H. Pulliam asked have we explored this as a joint project ? A. Elkins said the difference in size of trees prohibits this as the trees used by the village are much larger, but he is not opposed to exploring a joint project with trees in the future. 

6. Schedule next meeting and agenda items:  At the village, April 10, 7pm. Ski trail, dog park, and follow-up to request to alumni regarding skating rink. M. Janowiak asked if after press release is published would discreet inquiry to businesses for sponsorhip be appropriate?

7. Adjourn:  M. Janowiak moved to adjourn at 8:22pm, 2nd by G. Thoemke. Motion carried. 
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