

MINUTES

06/04/2013
Board of Review
Town Hall – Swiss Miss Center 1101 Hwy 69 New Glarus @ 6:30 pm

ATTENDING:
Board of Review Members: Keith Seward, Dean Streiff, Jim Hoesly, Robert Elkins, and Pattie Salter 
ABSENT:
Chris Narveson


ALSO ATTENDING:
Craig Galhouse, Dale Hustad, Mark Hanson
CALL TO ORDER: 
K. Seward/6:34 pm – Swiss Miss Center.  

PROOF OF POSTING:
Proper proof of notice was duly noted.

APPOINT CLERK:
R. Elkins made a motion to appoint Pattie Salter as BOR Clerk, D. Streiff 2nd. Motion Carried 


APPOINT BOR CHAIR:
D. Streiff nominated Keith Seward as BOR Chair, J. Hoesly 2nd. Motion Carried. 

1. FILING OF AFFIDAVITS:

a. BOR Clerk confirmed that the Affidavit of Training had been filed with the Department of Revenue for R. Elkins.

b. CLERK RECEIVED THE 2013 TAX ROLL and BOR Clerk and Assessor; C. Galhouse signed the Assessor’s Affidavit and filed with the Clerk’s office.

2. INTRODUCTION OF THE CASES AND SWEARING IN OF WITNESSES: Clerk Salter swore in Craig Galhouse and Mark Hanson.


Clerk Salter introduced Mark Hanson and asked for his testimony:

a. Mark Hanson-Blue Ridge Development
Hearing Date: June 4, 2013           Time:    6:30 P.M.  
Parcel #’s: 23 024 0184.0010, 184.0300, 184.0400, 184.0500, 184.0600, 184.0700, 184.0800, and 184.0900 SECTION 25, CSM 1904 Outlot A, Lot 1, Lot 2, Lot 3, Lot 4, and CSM 1905 Lot 1, Lot 2 and Lot 3

January 1, 2012 Assessment Value: 9.03 acres Residential:


Total: $228,000  
 
Testimony Landowner: Hanson reported that the property described had an assessment classification as residential on the 2012 tax roll. He is asking for a classification correction to the 2012 tax roll to reclassify residential property as Agricultural under section 74.33(1). He presented a signed affidavit showing that the property was farmed during year 2011 and asked the Board of Review members to consider a palpable error on the parcels with an assessment classification as residential and have them changed to Agricultural. If this board denies his request, he will appeal to the Department of Revenue.
In Mr. Hanson’s opinion, the taxable value of the property of January 2012 should be $26,200 which breaks down to 2.60 acres residential $24,900 and 7.48 acres agricultural @ $174 per acre for a value of $1,300. He purchased the property in August 2012 for $73,500. Mr. Hanson referred to a frequently asked questions document produced by the Department of Revenue in 2009 that would allow reclassification as a palpable error. 
Testimony Assessor: C. Galhouse introduced himself and presented the board with three exhibits. His resume, property detail for each parcel and an email he sent to the Bank of Cross Plains’ attorney, dated 5/1/2012 asking if the parcels were classified as agricultural. The State Bank of Cross Plains had given Mr. Galhouse a verbal indication that they would attend the 2012 Board of Review, but did not reply to the information request, they did not submit an objection form and they did not attend the 2012 Board of Review. C. Galhouse reported that in 2012 the property appeared to have been mowed, but there were no clear indications that the property was in ag use during 2011. 

C. Galhouse referred to a frequently asked questions document produced by the Department of Revenue dated 2/4/2013 that would not allow reclassification as a palpable error. C. Galhouse does not agree that a classification error falls under the Palpable Error category and encourages the Town of New Glarus to deny the claim and request a better definition from the Department of Revenue.  If the Board finds that a Palpable Error did occur, Mr. Hanson can file a claim under 74.35 for an unlawful tax.
No Further questions from the Assessor. 
R. Elkins moved to affirm the Assessor’s valuation as correct. J. Hoesly 2nd. D. Streiff voted Aye, J. Hoesly voted aye, K. Seward voted aye and R. Elkins voted aye. Motion Carried. 
Clerk-Treasurer, Salter provided Mr. Hanson with a completed copy of the Board of Reviews Finding of Facts Form.

8:30 p.m. D. Streiff moved to adjourn. J. Hoesly second. Motion carried.
Pattie Salter, Clerk
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