
Town of New Glarus 
Plan Commission Minutes 
Thursday, April 19, 2012 
6:30 p.m. 
Attendance: Keith Seward, John Ott, Robert Elkins, Duane Sherven, John Freitag arrived at 6:40pm, Diane Ziehli-Deputy Clerk/Plan Admin. 
Absent: Dean Streiff, Reg Reis, Gof Thomson, and Dale Hustad. 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by K. Seward. 
1. Review Proper Posting-confirmed by D. Ziehli, Deputy-Clerk. 
2. No Public Comments. 
3. Review Minutes of March 22, 2012. Comment from D. Sherven on item 4. Wrong last name of Reinhart, correct name to read Lienhardt.  Correction noted, motioned by R. Elkins, 2nd by D. Sherven to approve minutes, motion carried. 
4. The John Marty Review tabled. Mr. Marty not present at meeting; hospitalized, having open heart surgery. 
5. Rebecca Hauser certified survey maps issues completed. 
6. Discussion of Driveway Ordinance Revisions. 
Chair K. Seward opened discussion with the latest revisions proposed for Chapter 36; Driveways, Town of New Glarus, revised 4/18/12.  Proposed revisions: 
§36-5 Construction Specifications 
A.  An engineer’s plan showing adequate erosion control measures is required for any segment of the proposed driveway which disturbs land with a grade of more than 20%, unless waived by the Town after Town Engineer’s recommendation. 
Q.  The maximum length of driveways for Developments located immediately adjacent to the Village Boundary shall be 1300 feet and construction shall comply with 36-5(b). Driveway length and construction in the balance of the ETZ area shall be in accordance with 36-5(b). 
R.  Driveway locations within the ETZ areas shall be consistent with all applicable Town ordinances and with the Village of New Glarus’ official map for planned roads within the ETZ. 
§36-9 Variances 
F.  Variances for driveways on lands within the ETZ areas may be granted if they do not impair the intent and purpose of this chapter, Town Plans and the ETZ Ordinance. Variances may be granted if they are unique to the property, specific to the situation and not solely for economic basis. 
The recommended change of 25% down to 20% of a proposed driveway which disturbs land with a grade of more than 20% shall show an engineer’s plan with adequate erosion control measures. The 20% grade recommendation accepted by members of the plan commission. 
The question was raised in regards to the ETZ area also be 1300 feet?  J. Freitag commented that driveways may be longer due to land topography. Lengthy driveways that exceed the ordinance requirements have to construct a turn-out every 500 feet for emergency vehicles and snow removal vehicles.   The plan committee expressed concerns about variances.  R. Elkins commented that unique situations can be granted a variance.  The committee agreed that setting a specific driveway length does not make sense.   
The Village of New Glarus is developing their official map where the future roads should be. R. Elkins commented that the Town of New Glarus ask for a driveway based on needed usage.  The general 




consensus of the planning commission is that the Village needs to be very specific on their official map.  Town will wait until the official map is completed before any decisions are approved.  The plan commission does not want to impose substantial costs to the taxpayers in respect to the proposed driveway ordinance changes.    
The Town planning board proposes that the driveway length should be 2600 feet, not 1300. Motioned

by R. Elkins, 2nd by John Ott. Motion carried.  The remaining wording in ordinance Q. is accepted as worded. So moved. The planned roads revision is also OK.  Question Nick at the Village about the wording in the Village driveway ordinance proposal. In the municipal code for private roads and driveways,  the plan commission is questioning the wording in Create Section 305-125, B. vehicular access to a agricultural field shall be via a private driveway connecting either to a public street or a private road as defined under §305-106, if a private road is allowed under this subsection.  The language/wording about no field roads is not acceptable. Town standards for roads and driveways are two separate things. No private roads except those built to town standards. The Town has to accept or not accept the road proposal. 

Correction at May meeting:
The question was asked by John Ott if we received more clarification on the wording used in the Village driveway ordinance proposal.  The question being the wording of private roads, driveways, private driveway, public street.  The Town of New Glarus driveway ordinance as revised, will prevail in the ETZ area.  With no further objections, the minutes were approved on a motion by John Ott, 2nd by Bob Elkins. Motion carried.

It was agreed to present the driveway ordinance changes of the Town of New Glarus Board at their next monthly meeting. 
7. Mobile Home Discussion 
Should the Town have a designated mobile home park? What approach should the board take on this issue? Drop the mobile home issue until further notice.  D. Sherven commented on he would like to research further what are Green County ordinances on allowing mobile homes.  D. Sherven to report at next months meeting his comments and findings. 
8. Updates.  Jt. Negotiation Committee meet and reviewed 2nd draft of the CBA plan. If passed by the committee, town board and village approval may be possible this fall or early next year. 
9. Next Meeting Date and Agenda 
Next months meeting scheduled for Thursday, May 17th, 2012 @ 6:30 p.m.  
Agenda for next meeting; D. Sherven reviews Green County ordinances on Mobile Homes, Continued Driveway Ordinance proposal, Legal review of John Marty request. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m., motioned by D. Sherven, 2nd by R. Elkins. Motion carried. 

