

Town of New Glarus
Plan Commission Minutes
Thursday, February 23, 2012
6:30 PM
Attendance: Keith Seward, Bob Elkins, John Ott, Dean Streiff, John Freitag (6:50) and Pattie Salter
Absent: Duane Sherven, Goff Thompson, and Reg Reis,

Also in Attendance: 	Rex Ewald, and Diane Ziehli (Deputy Clerk/Plan Advisor)

Chair Seward brought meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.
	
1. Review Proper Posting—confirmed by Clerk

2. There were no public comments.

3. J. Ott moved to approve the minutes of 1/19/2012 as presented; 2nd R. Elkins.  Motion carried.

4. Review Open Space Restriction by Exception Affidavit for John and Arlene Marty Property Divisions Chair Seward reported that Mr. Marty was not ready to present materials. No action was taken. Without objection the topic will be revisited next month.

5. Review Application of Rebecca Hauser for Site Plan Approval K. Seward introduced Rex Ewald who explained that Rebecca Hauser was looking to divide lot 1 into 2 parcels through neighbor exchange. One lot would contain cropland which Ms. Hauser plans to sell to a private party the second parcel contains the wooded area of the existing lot would be transferred to her son Nicolas’ property. Mr. Ewald noted that no new development or change in use would result in the exchanges. K. Seward asked what the purpose of shed was on the existing lot. R. Ewald reported that although he had not been in it, he believed that the shed was used to store an ATV.  Access to the new cropland parcel would be via the Town of York. Rebecca Hauser will retain an easement to allow her access to her property. 

Correction at March approval: 
Chair K. Seward questioned the wording in paragraph #5 regarding the R. Hauser property splits. 
Amendment should read that the new CSM show the 1st lot parcel is a neighbor exchange with son Nicolas Hauser, and the 2nd lot parcel sold to a private party. No objections. Motioned by Bob Elkins to approve read and amended minutes of 2/23/12, seconded by Dean Streiff. Motion carried.

K. Seward asked that the new CSM show both neighbor exchanges. J. Ott moved to recommend the transaction and CSM to the Town Board, R. Elkins 2nd. 4 out of 5 in favor (J. Freitag abstained) no further discussion. Motion carried. 

An executable CSM will be presented to the Town Board for approval. If the board approves the CSM and no other special charges apply, the $250 escrow will be returned.

6. Land Preservation Map Review D. Streiff presented the members with a new Land Preservation map that identifies areas of the Town that would be excluded from the Land Preservation Program. The areas excluded were identified in blue and contained lots that were 10 acres or less. D. Streiff noted that some of the Towns represented at the meeting had expressed disappointment that the threshold wasn’t based on acres smaller than 5 acres to allow more cropland to be included in the plan area. The group reviewed the map and a brief discussion was held on potentially omitted areas. J. Ott asked what the obligation of the Land Plan Commission was as to the accuracy of the map. D. Streiff thought that the map in its current state would be sufficient to get the program started. It was noted that eligibility would be determined during the application process. 

D. Streiff reported that goals were handed out and asked to have them added to the next Plan Commission agenda for discussion. 

J. Freitag moved to approve the map as presented, J. Ott 2nd. D. Streiff noted that the next meeting is March 13th at 7 p.m. Motion carried.

7. Continued Discussion of Trailer Issue: K. Seward explained that John Wright had discovered a property within the Town of New Glarus that was out of compliance with Green County Code. The property, owned by one party, contains a trailer, with occupants that are owned by another party. The Town Board asked Craig Galhouse to look into the situation. C. Galhouse contacted the owner of the trailer and provided them with a personal property tax statement. 


A brief discussion was held on how the Town’s current code defines trailers. Without objection the group will research the issue and revisit the topic at next months Plan Commission meeting.

8. Revise Driveway Ordinance: K. Seward explained that the Village has asked the Town to revise their Driveway Ordinance to be consistent with Village standards within the ETZ and AT areas. R. Elkins suggested that the change be made only on subdivision lots where more than 4 homes were planned. K. Seward recommended a subcommittee to review the current language and try to come up with a brief statement that would make driveway standards within subdivisions consistent with Village standards. Without objection J. Freitag and K. Seward will meet to draft the language and follow up at the next Plan Commission meeting.

9. Updates:
a. Joint Negotiation Committee - K. Seward stated that the Joint Negotiation Committee met yesterday.  They finished review of draft 1 of the Cooperative Plan. 

K. Seward reported that a lengthy discussion was held on the extension of water and sewer and when connection to the utilities would be required. The consensus of the committee was to tie connection to Village utilities to the requirements in the ETZ of connecting to public utilities for the construction of 5 or more lots. The Committee also discussed requiring any lots constructed without water or sewer to connect immediately when the utilities become adjacent to their lot.

Other topics covered at the meeting included an update on storm water management and a discussion on 14th Avenue Jurisdictional Issues.

K. Seward reported that the next Joint meeting was scheduled for March 21 at the Town Hall. The committee will meet without Mark Roffers to discuss language for cooperative storm water management and further discussion on the jurisdictional issues of 14th Avenue. 

Mark Roffers will incorporate suggestions into a 2nd draft that he will submit to the Village and Town attorneys for review. The Committee will meet again on April18th at the Village Hall to review the 2nd draft. Two additional meetings will be held in the future to present the Cooperative Boundary Agreement to the public.

b. Recording of Crawford/Schucardt CSM for Neighbor Exchange – K. Seward reported that we have received a copy of the Schucardt/Crawford Neighbor Exchange that was recorded by Certified Survey Map (CSM) from Surveyor Thom Grenlie. K. Seward noted that the CSM did not include a signature from the Town stating that although a Town signature is recommended on CSMs, it is not required. The Town did not sign the document.  The parties in this case were in a hurry to sell the property and did not wish to wait for the Town Board to convene and filed the CSM without the Town’s final approval.

10. Set Next Meeting Date and Agenda 
The next meeting will be Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 PM.  Agenda items will include: Revise Driveway Ordinance, Revisit the trailer question with regard to definitions; Legal review of John Marty request; 

Adjourn: R. Elkins moved to adjourn; 2nd D. Streiff.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.                                                                                       									
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Minutes prepared by Pattie Salter, Town of New Glarus
