
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, December 8, 2011
7:00 PM
Attendance: Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson (arrived 7:15 PM), Chris Reis, Andy Elkins, and Deputy Clerk Wright
Not in Attendance: Ellen Caskey, Pete Shaffer (alternate), Keith Seward (alternate), and Pete Raskovic
Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 7:16 PM

1. Review Proper Posting - confirmed by Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. C. Narveson moved to accept the regular minutes of 11/10/2011; 2nd C. Reis.  No further discussion; motion carried.  
3. Deputy Clerk Wright reported that GIS Specialists Mark Gonzales and Scott Kiley have completed the final versions of the map for the 2011 Parks Plan update, a version for the Parks website, and a version to be printed on a large scale to use for public meetings (see attached).  Wright presented the bill from the Green County Treasurer Sherri Hawkins (attached) that totaled $300; this is $150 more than the amount approved at the November 11, 2010 Parks Commission meeting.  Wright presented the changes to the 2011 Parks Budget approved by the Town Board (attached), as well as the actual amounts that were billed (attached) and the remaining fund balances available.  After brief discussion, R. Whitacre moved to pay for the cost for creating and printing the Streambank Improvement Maps from the Printing fund line of the 2011 Parks Budget which has a current balance of $393.58; 2nd A. Elkins.  Motion carried.

4. Wright presented the bill from KoNeko Multimedia for web hosting until the end of calendar year 2013 for $165.40.  The check has been created and will be submitted for approval by the Town Board at their December 13, 2011 Regular Meeting.

5. Wright presented the bill from KoNeko Multimedia for Google Analytics for a total of $30.  The check has been created and will be submitted for approval by the Town Board at their December 13, 2011 Regular Meeting.

6. P. Raskovic was not in attendance this evening.  Chair Whitacre stated that Raskovic has spoken with Wisconsin author Jerry Apps who has agreed to present at a Barns Preservation Workshop on Thursday, May 3, 2011 at the New Glarus High School auditorium starting at 7:00 PM.   Mr. Apps has requested a speaking fee of $500, which is available in the 2012 Parks Budget.   According to Whitacre, Raskovic has also contacted Lorin Meyer of Zweifel Construction who is willing to participate as well.  There was a brief discussion regarding how much to present in a single evening and whether there is enough money in the 2012 Parks budget to accommodate two separate events.  Chair Whitacre agreed to contact member E. Caskey to see if she can reserve the New Glarus High School auditorium on the evening of May 3, 2012 from 7:00-9:30 PM.
7. Updates
a. There is still one space available on the Commission.  A. Elkins asked about the process for appointing a new member to the Commission.  R. Whitacre explained the process and stated another member would be welcome if Elkins or any other member had a recommendation.
b. The members reviewed the proposed agenda for the January 4, 2012 Joint Parks Commission meeting.  Chair Whitacre reported he will submit a copy to Village Administrator Nic Owen; Whitacre will request Scott Jelle of Village Public Works attend the meeting during the discussion of a permanent solution to an ice skating rink.  Wright noted that there is no money allocated in the 2011 Parks Budget to pay the requested amount for a new liner; that would need to come from the 2012 Budget.  Chair Whitacre gave Deputy Clerk Wright a copy of the paid invoice from the Village of New Glarus to place in the Expenses folder with a note to be attached, indicating that it is not to be paid until January of 2012.
c. R. Whitacre had nothing new to report on the joint dog park.  Whitacre stated he will meet independently with Mark Janowiak from the Village Parks and Recreation Committee.
d. R. Whitacre briefly reviewed the December updates to the 2011-2012 Programming Guide (attached).  Whitacre stated that now that the Barns Preservation workshop is beginning to solidify, the group will need to start thinking of a workshop subject or series to be presented in 2013.  A. Elkins wondered if the Barn Preservation workshop could take place in the Swiss Shooting Barn on CTH O.  There was brief discussion regarding the capacity for parking and seating.  The Shooting Barn is owned by the Wilhelm Tell Guild.
8. Chair Whitacre presented Deputy Clerk Wright a thank-you card and gift from the members of the Parks Commission in appreciation of his dedication to assisting the group in their many efforts.
9. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Thursday, January12, 2012 at 7:00 PM.   Agenda items will include the following: Report from Member Pete Raskovic Regarding Updates About the Barns Preservation Workshop to be Held on May 3, 2012; Review of Joint Parks Meeting Held on January 4, 2012; Updates: Membership; Review of Large Scale Streambank Map; Google Analytics; Posting of Streambank Improvement Map to Parks Website; and Programming.  January 4, 2012 is the date for the Joint Parks meeting at the Town Office starting at 6:30 PM.
C. Narveson moved to adjourn; 2nd by A. Elkins.  Meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM.  
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