
Town of New Glarus

Parks Commission Minutes

Thursday, November 10, 2011
7:00 PM
Attendance: Russ Whitacre, Chris Narveson (7:05), Pete Raskovic (7:06), Chris Reis (7:05), Andy Elkins, and Deputy Clerk Wright
Not in Attendance: Ellen Caskey, Pete Shaffer (alternate), and Keith Seward (alternate)
Also in Attendance: Lynn Paron

Chair Whitacre brought the meeting to order at 7:07 PM

1. Review Proper Posting - confirmed by Deputy Clerk Wright.

2. C. Narveson moved to accept the regular minutes of 10/13/2011; 2nd C. Reis.  No further discussion; motion carried.  
3. Chair Whitacre stated about 75 individuals attended the Raptor Workshop held at the High School on Thursday, October 20, 2011.  Whitacre reported he was in attendance in addition to members P. Raskovic and C. Reis; all agreed the program was very engaging for the younger audience as well as for the adults in attendance.  Whitacre stated he was unable to gain permission from Hoo’s Woods to videotape the event; consequently, there are no materials to make available at the New Glarus Public Library or Power Point® slides to post on the Parks website.
4. Chair Whitacre shared the request received from Village Administrator Nicholas Owen, seeking payment for half the cost of a liner for the ice rink for the Parks Commission.  According to Administrator Owen, the ground was uneven and one corner of the liner purchased by the Town Parks Commission was irreparably damaged.  The Village plans on moving the location of the rink to the Village Park instead of Glarner Park.  Lynn Paron thought the Village needs a plan to ensure success; otherwise, it will continue to require money without providing much recreation value.  Ms. Paron suggested committing to half the cost of the liner if it is correctly installed this year.  P. Raskovic wondered if the long-range plan of the Town Parks Commission is to work cooperatively with the Village or to develop projects independently.  C. Narveson thought the replacement investment was minimal; and represents a good faith effort to continue to work cooperatively with the Village.  A. Elkins asked if the Parks Commission has an overall directive to cooperate with the Village; he did not have a problem with the expense so long as replacement is not ongoing.  C. Narveson moved to approve $204 for a replacement ice skating rink liner if the Village Parks and Recreation members agree to work towards a more permanent solution for an ice rink when the two Park bodies meet jointly January 4, 2012; 2nd P. Raskovic.  It was recommended to invite Village Public Works Supervisor Scott Jelle as well.  No further discussion.  Motion carried.
5. Chair Whitacre stated that web hosting of the Town Parks Commission website was a multi-year, pre-paid expense that lapses by October of 2012.  Chair Whitacre questioned whether the group should request from the Town Board the use of unspent 2011 monies to pay for the balance of 2012 and possibly through the end of 2013.  C. Narveson moved to authorize R. Whitacre and Deputy Clerk Wright to inquire about a 14-month period for web hosting if the 2011 surplus to the Parks Budget allows to do so; otherwise Narveson moved to authorize the extension of web hosting through the end of calendar year 2012; 2nd A. Elkins.  Motion carried.
6. Whitacre stated that he would like to take advantage of Google Analytics to track the usage and demographic data of visitors to the Parks website.  Previously Eileen Horn stated it would cost the Parks Commission $30 a year to track this information.  P. Raskovic moved to approve up to $50 annually for KoNeko Multimedia to gather Google Analytics data for the Parks Commission; 2nd A. Elkins.  Motion carried.
7. Updates
a. There is currently one space available on the Commission.  R. Whitacre has been in touch with a neighbor in Windmill Ridge who is still considering.  P. Raskovic stated that neither Chad nor Nichole Yuan are interested in membership at this time.
b. R. Whitacre had nothing new to report on the joint dog park, but will make certain it is on the Joint Parks January 4, 2012 meeting agenda for discussion.  
c. Deputy Clerk Wright stated he has been reviewing work by GIS Specialists Mark Gonzales and Scott Kiley and they are very close to completing a version of the map for the 2011 Parks Plan update, a version for the Parks website, and a version to be printed on a large scale to use for public meetings.  Wright wanted the group to review the two smaller maps in progress and Wright agreed to pass any comments along to Kiley and Gonzalez (see attached).  The group was curious about specific access points; Wright stated that after he printed these examples, Scott Kiley added additional notes about parking to the maps as provided by Conservation Technician Chris Newberry from the Green County Land and Water Conservation Department.
d. R. Whitacre briefly reviewed the November updates to the 2011-2012 Programming Guide (attached).  P. Raskovic stated he spoke to Lorin Meyer at Zwiefel Construction in Monroe about presenting a workshop on barn preservation and/or restoration.  Raskovic proposed creating a Power Point® with photos Raskovic would take of local barns.  P. Raskovic thought a Thursday night on May 3 or 10, 2012 should be considered for a Barn Restoration workshop to be held at the New Glarus High School Commons with a possible follow-up workshop in the fall of 2012.  P. Raskovic would like to see if Jerry Apps could present at one of the workshops.  Deputy Clerk Wright agreed to check the school calendar to make certain there are no conflicts.  
Wright noted that some additions to 2012 Programming were derived from Appendix III of the Parks Plan (attached).  P. Raskovic asked about the 2015 goal to acquire Town Park property and wondered if more attention should be given to this goal now.  Chair Whitacre thought the Town Board should be involved in future land purposes.   
8. Lynn Paron asked about the current ownership of the Old Town Hall; it is owned by the Old Town Hall Preservation Society.  The New Glarus Town Board has rescinded its Right of First Refusal for the Property.  There was brief discussion regarding the results of the motions approved at the April 13, 2010 Annual Town Meeting regarding this property.
9. The next regular meeting was scheduled for Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 7:00 PM.   Agenda items will include the following: Report About Web-Hosting Expense; Report Regarding the Implementation of Google Analytics for the Parks Website; Report from Member Pete Raskovic Regarding the Barns Preservation Workshop; Updates: Membership; Map Detailing DNR-Sponsored and Trout Unlimited-Sponsored Streambank Improvements; and Programming.  
A. Elkins moved to adjourn; 2nd by C. Reis.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.  
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